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 Our final meeting of the year, December 10 (and briefer than most), served as 
both a wrap-up to the year and an introduction to next year.  Although final year-end 
numbers are not yet in, we will end the year on a sound financial footing, more sound still 
if we don’t have any snow requiring plowing.   

Our infrastructure is in good shape, and we completed this past year projects 
we’ve had on the list for awhile – replanting along Stevenson Avenue, rebuilding the two 
brick pathways from Chaucer View Circle to Landmark Mews Drive ($7,500), 
resurfacing the berm pathway and linking it to Chaucer View Circle ($21,000), and 
completing the first phase of a berm beautification project: ripping out old, overgrown 
vegetation, and replanting along the path to Manchester Way ($7,500).  In the process we 
encountered the inevitable “surprise,” with lighting shorting out behind Manchester Way 
and Brampton Court, requiring installation of new wiring throughout and reinstallation of 
lamp posts on concrete pedestals to better protect them from damage and facilitate 
repairing in the future – an almost $8,000 “surprise.”  Meanwhile, the Board aggressively 
addressed our security situation, with the three-month off-duty officer program and the 
security study giving us a roadmap for future steps – at a total cost of $16,000.       

This year, we also approved changes to the Architectural Standards, based on 
recommendations by a task force of former Presidents Paul Edgell, Dennis Flynn, Vice 
President Loren Sciurba, and myself.  The revised standards permit fiberglass 
replacement front doors and rear retractable awnings, both subject to Covenants 
Committee approval before the project is undertaken.  The revised standards also 
incorporate a number of clarifying edits.  

Next year, we are prepared to complete a replanting of the berm and  entranceway 
shrubbery, replacement of rotting landscape timbers along Stevenson Avenue and 
elsewhere, and installation of additional lighting throughout the community — a security 
improvement residents strongly favor.    

Next steps on security will be implementation early in the year of a vehicle decal 
program, with details now being handled by Loren Sciurba and Karen Kovach, who will 
administer the program.  Stay tuned.  Also in the near term we hope to implement a 
Neighborhood Watch program.  Watch Coordinator (and Board member) Bill Gaffney 
reports that 12 residents have volunteered, only slightly less than the 72 who noted in the 



security survey they would volunteer. We hope to have a critical mass for getting this off 
the ground and, while a dozen is probably sufficient, it’s far from too many, and we will 
need new volunteers to ensure sufficient participation over time.  So, please consider 
helping out and joining your neighbors to make Landmark Mews a still-safer community.  
We are awaiting notice from the Fairfax police of their availability to visit the community 
and orient the Watch volunteers, a necessary prerequisite.         

Other security initiatives are “in process,” including estimates for enclosing the 
wall at the end of Landmark Mews Drive, electronic key access to pedestrian gates, and a 
request for proposal (RFP) for cameras.  All this will take some time to sort out before 
the Board will be in a position to make intelligent judgments about moving forward.  We 
will keep you advised. 

Finally, the Board will consider amendments to our governing documents – the 
Articles of Incorporation, Declaration of Covenants, and By-Laws – recommendations 
for which stem from a task force I appointed in early 2007, but the approval and 
community ratification of which has been deferred, as we have been involved with other 
initiatives.      

A year-end note of thanks to all who participate in our community and who, 
through their time and effort throughout the year, contribute to making the Mews the 
attractive and welcoming neighborhood it is: 

The Social Committee, co-chaired by Michele Dropp and Estella Laguna, and 
including Nanci Williams, Roz MacKinnon, Linda Childs, Eve Holtzman, Serap Fern, 
Bea Taylor, Kathleen Ryan, and Julie Kind. 

The Webmaster, Estella Laguna, who you contact for a lost website password. 
The Elections Committee, chaired by Leo Childs, with Serap Fern and Paul 

Littman. 
The Covenants Committee, chaired by Wayne Brewer, and including Tony 

Dropp, Dick Fiske, and Martha Naismith. 
Our Secretary, Karen Kovach, who not only takes the minutes but is responsible 

for keeping updated the Book of Resolutions, resident directories, and, now, 
administering the vehicle decal program. 

Marty McDonald, Treasurer, who keeps us solvent, and Roger Casalengo, 
Property Manager, who keeps the Mews “Manse” beautiful and welcoming.  And, last 
but not least,  

My Board colleagues – Vice-President Loren Sciurba, Delia Riso, Bill Gaffney, 
Debb Wisnowski, Brenda Johnson, and Don Washington, who have given so much of 
their time over the past year.  To Debb, Brenda and Don, my special thanks for your 
contributions, as you leave the Board.   

And, my welcome to three new Board members whose three-year terms begin in 
January – Joel Kaplan, Linda Carter, and Siham Whebi.       

And, to all of you, a very Merry Christmas and healthy and (we can hope) 
prosperous New Year.    
 

 

 

 



Parking Enforcement 
Beginning December 1, LMCA began increased enforcement of visitor parking rules.  
The rules limit resident parking in visitor parking areas to between 8 PM and 10 AM.  
Additionally, the Fairfax County Police have been notified to enforce no parking along 
the yellow curbs within Landmark Mews.  Please be considerate of your neighbors during 
this holiday season, when many will be entertaining guests, and observe the parking 
rules.  

Neighborhood Watch Program 
To be successful in a community our size, a Neighborhood watch program will require 
more than a handful of residents. This is an excellent opportunity to become involved in 
your community and meet more of your neighbors.   If you are interested in participating 
or in more information, please email either Bruce Wood bwood@aiadc.org or contact 
Bill Gaffney (703-751-9446) dian2@cox.net. 

Gifts to Mail Carriers 
Note: While the United States Postal Service does not allow cash gifts to postal 
employees, non-cash gifts are allowed, including gift cards as long as the amount does 
not exceed $20.00. 

Better Lighting For Landmark Mews 
Keeping outdoor lights on at night, both in the rear and front of your home, will not only 
help protect your home but will help light our streets and enhance crime prevention 
measures within Landmark Mews. Motion detector lights are a good crime deterrent and 
are encouraged for rear yards, especially those backing to Stevenson Ave or Stultz Road.  

Motion-sensor lights are available from Home Depot for approximately $38.00, plus tax. 
For questions regarding installation, call (751-9242) or email Roger Casalengo at 
Rocky6325@aol.com. 

Prevent Plumbing Freezes 
To avoid costly repairs, winterize your home now: drain all garden hoses and turn off the 
valves leading to external fawcets. If you need assistance call (751-9242) or email the 
property manager, Roger Casalengo at Rocky6325@aol.com. Also: Dominion Products 
and Services, 1-866-645-9811, offers insurance that covers water-line replacement from 
your home to the curb for $4 .95 per month—more than worth it to save thousands of 
dollars in repair costs. If you should have a catastrophic water event, feel free to consult 
Roger for advice based on past experience. 

2008-2009 Holiday Service Schedule 
Christmas Day, Thursday Dec 25, AAA will not pick up recycling. A special pick-up day 
will be scheduled for Saturday, December 27. Please have recyclables out by 6 AM. New 
Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1, a special pick-up day will be scheduled for Saturday, 
January 3.  

Christmas Tree Removal: AAA will remove trees on January 7 and January 14; thereafter 
they will be removed during regularly scheduled trash-pickup. Please place trees at the 
curb with all the trimmings removed. Trees more than 8 feet need to be cut in half.  

 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and 
Landmark Mews homeowners. 



FOR SALE 
6268 MASEFIELD $479.000 (SHORT SALE) 
5201 COTTINGHAM $549,000 
 
CONTRACT 
6364 BRAMPTON CT List $571,000 
 
FOR RENT 
5209 COTTINGHAM $3,200 

 
LANDMARK MEWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

RESIDENT PARKING DECAL  
Response Requested by Jan 10, 2009 

Effective February 1, 2009 
 
The Landmark Mews Community Association Board of Directors has approved a 
resident vehicle decal program, matching residents to any motorized vehicles garaged or 
parked in the community or surrounding streets.  The purpose is to more readily 
determine vehicles belonging to residents versus guests and other vehicles that may have 
been stolen and/or abandoned.  Ascertaining vehicles belonging to residents also will 
facilitate enforcement of visitor parking rules that prohibit residents from parking in 
visitor parking areas from 10 AM to 8 PM.   
 
Decals are required to be affixed to the rear window, in the lower corner, on the driver's 
side of the vehicle.  For motorcycles or motor scooters the decal should be affixed in an 
area easy for identification.        
 
New residents are required to obtain a decal within 30 days of moving into the 
community.  Current residents moving out of the community are required to surrender 
their decal(s).  Residents selling a vehicle are likewise required within 30 days to 
surrender the decal and to obtain a replacement decal for any new vehicle.         
 
The Board is authorized by the Virginia Property Owners’ Association Act to impose a 
penalty of $10/day for violations of this rule. 
 
Please provide the information included in the form below for each vehicle owned by a 
resident of your home. 
You may return printed form(s) to Karen Kovach, Secretary LMCA, 6314 Manchester 
Way; Or email the required information to: secretary@landmarkmews.com 

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

Telephone number __________________________Email _____________ 

Vehicle Year  Make/Model  Color  License Number/State 


