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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
We’re on the cusp of spring, so 

it’s timely to remind you that any 
modifications planned for the exterior of 
your home require Covenants 
Committee approval.  You are required 
to complete a form describing the 
modifications and, along with the 
signatures of your two adjacent 
neighbors indicating they have received 
notice, submit the form to the Covenants 
Committee for approval.  Changes in 
paint color, replacing garage doors or 
coach lamps, installing new landscaping, 
replacing siding with vinyl or some other 
material, installing a new deck, just to 
name a few of the common projects 
planned this time of year, all  require 
Covenants Committee approval to 
ensure your work complies with the 
Architectural Standards.  The form, as 
well as the Architectural Standards, is 

posted on the website, along with the 
current approved color palette.   If you 
have any question whether your work 
complies with the Standards, please 
contact the Covenants Committee.  This 
is far easier than having to deal with the 
consequences of a nonconforming 
improvement.   

Architectural Standards – 
Speaking of Architectural Standards, the 
task force reviewing them has produced 
an initial draft.  A summary of changes 
is included with this issue of the Mews 
News; and a complete text of the 
document in a “track changes” format is 
posted on the website.  So far, no 
changes of great significance are 
envisioned.  The task force, headed by 
Paul Edgell, solicited residents’ views 
for about three months and received 
comments from three residents.  Perhaps 
more comment will be forthcoming, but 
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the near silence suggests most residents 
are content with the current standards. 

Security – After a hiatus of about 
eight weeks, vandalism again occurred 
in the Mews, with five cars broken into 
Sunday night, February 17.  Three were 
parked in Bedlington Terrace visitor 
parking, one on Chaucer Lane, and the 
fifth, in the resident’s driveway on 
Cottingham.  Windows smashed in all 
cases.  A cell phone (out of view) was 
stolen in one, a GPS wire (but not the 
GPS, which was in the resident’s home) 
in another, a GPS and I-phone.  I do not 
have reports on two of the vehicles but 
hope these residents have reported the 
incidents to the police.  I have separately 
alerted the police and asked for feedback 
on activity generally in our area and the 
frequency in which additional patrols are 
coming into the neighborhood.  Our 
three-month off-duty officer program 
began February 1—police are here 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights 
from midnight to 4 AM.  A fourth night 
is chosen by the police at random.  We 
will find out if an officer was on duty 
Sunday night, February 17.   

The off-duty program approved 
by the Board generated comments from 
two residents in the past month, both 
critical, believing the Board is wasting 
money.  Let me briefly address a few of 
the criticisms: 

First, I agree a three-month 
program is not a panacea.  It is a first 
step in hope of getting a quick result, 
either putting criminals on notice they 
may encounter the police here and 
encourage them to go elsewhere or 
actually apprehending someone.  Truth 
is, if the police do apprehend someone, 
many will think the program a success 
and worth the money, but if no one is 
caught, many will conclude the program 
will have been a waste of money. As in 
preventing the accident that didn’t 
happen, there is no way objectively to 
measure prevention and deterrence.  We 

can’t know what didn’t happen was 
definitively because of having the police 
here four nights a week.  I’ve said that 
this is a first step, and we will be 
evaluating others in the months ahead. 

Second, it has been suggested the 
Board was not candid in its request for a 
dues increase last year; we should have 
told the community we intended the dues 
increase for security.  That isn’t accurate 
because the dues increase was discussed 
for several months last spring and 
approved in July, months before the auto 
thefts and the increase in vandalism.  
The Board did not include an 
expenditure for security in its 2008 
budget, initially, because the budget was 
approved in October, only three weeks 
after the auto thefts and before we had 
any opportunity to thoughtfully consider 
how we would respond.  So, the 
suggestion the Board was being 
duplicitous is dead wrong.   

Third, there is the suggestion that 
the Board rushed into this decision 
without community input.  On the 
contrary, we discussed security options – 
and reported them to residents – for four 
months before voting in January to retain 
off-duty officers.  I also previewed 
options at the Annual Meeting in 
October; and several residents attended 
the October Board meeting to voice their 
concerns and share their views with us.     

I wanted to address a few of 
these objections again, to clarify or 
remind residents of why we did what we 
did, when we did it.  As to future steps, 
through a referral via resident Al 
Lenhardt, President and CEO of the 
National Crime Prevention Council, we 
plan discussions soon with a security 
consultant who can orient us to other 
potential options.  More on this in future 
reports.  My sincere appreciation to Al 
for his assistance.   

Berm Beautification – On the 
Board’s to-do list for two years now is 



an extensive re-planting of the berm, 
which has not received much attention in 
the entire 25-year life of the community.  
At its February meeting, the Board 
approved in concept a rehabilitation 
extending beyond merely new trees and 
shrubs to making the area functional for 
the entire community.  Envisioned is 
more of a park-like setting, along the 
lines of Manchester Park, at least a part 
of which would be terraced with seating, 
affording residents a place to visit, not 
just walk past.  Our Property Manager, 
Roger Casalengo, will be tasked with 
developing design and cost estimates.  
Given the scope of this project, as well 
as its potential cost, it may or may not be 
completed this year.  However, the 
Board intends the project to be done 
right, and if that takes another year, so 
be it.  Meanwhile, we will move ahead 
to resurface the cracked and crumbling 
berm path, and to extend it to Chaucer 
View Circle, affording residents easier 
and safer direct access to that part of the 
community.      

Litter – Litter along Stevenson 
Avenue has become a periodic eyesore.  
Not infrequently, the road leading to the 
stop sign at Stultz and along the road 
beyond the stop sign is littered with 
bottles, cans, and paper.  It is not a 
welcome gateway to the Mews.  I want 
to thank the resident spotted recently 
walking his dog along Stevenson with a 
trash bag picking up litter.  I’d ask other 
residents walking along there to pitch in 
as well. 

  Contact me at bwood@aiadc.org. 

 
The March Board meeting will 

be held March 5, the first Wednesday of 
the month, at the home of Brenda 
Johnson, 6366 Brampton Court.  All 
Board meetings begin at 7:30.   

 

Possible Revisions to the 
Architectural Standards  

As previously reported in the Mews 
News, a committee composed of former 
LMCA Presidents Paul Edgell 
(Chairman) and Dennis Flynn; current 
President, Bruce Wood; Vice President 
Loren Sciurba; and Covenants 
Committee Co-Chairs Adrian Polk and 
Wayne Brewer has reviewed the 
Architectural Standards to identify areas 
to improve and update.  Community 
input has been solicited and considered.  
To date, the committee has made no 
formal recommendations, but has 
prepared a discussion draft for 
community consideration.  Many of the 
changes are edits for the sake of clarity; 
substantive changes currently under 
consideration include:  

• Expressly prohibiting the re-
installation of brown storm 
windows over double-hung 
replacement windows to 
comply with the brown 
window frame rule. 

• Expressly permitting white 
mullions (interior grids) in 
replacement windows. 

• Approving the use of exterior 
paint produced by companies 
other than McCormick. 

• Permitting the use of fiber 
cement siding as an 
alternative to vinyl. 

• Requiring that all painted 
exterior trim be painted to 
match approved replacement 
siding, if installed. 

• Permitting decks and fences 
to be stained in a “natural 
wood tone.” 

• Permitting stamped concrete 
finishes on driveways that 
replicate brick. 

These proposals do not represent a 
radical departure from the existing 
standards and merely codify existing 
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Safeguarding Your Residence Covenants Committee practice.  Other 
revisions under consideration include the 
approval of fiberglass entry doors and 
retractable awnings over decks.  The 
committee has yet to reach a consensus 
on these issues.     

Ask yourself, “If I am locked out of my 
house, where could I get in without too 
much difficulty?” This should lead you 
to see potential problems with your 
current security. But remember, while 
you want to make it hard for a burglar to 
get in, you don’t want to make it hard for 
you to get out in an emergency. 

The complete discussion draft, with 
revisions, is available on the LMCA 
website.  Homeowner input is greatly 
encouraged and should be sent to the 
committee members at the following 
addresses: Paul Edgell 
(gpedgell@mindspring.com); Bruce  

Exterior doors should be secured with 
a deadbolt lock that has a minimum 
one-inch throw, and all strike plates 
and frames should be anchored to the 
home’s main construction. Frames 
should be in good repair, free of 
warping and cracks. 

Wood (bwood@aiadc.org); Dennis 
Flynn (dennisjflynn@cox.net); Loren 
Sciurba (lsciurba@gmail.com); Adrian 
Polk (woogs432@aol.com); Wayne 
Brewer (cwayne.brewer@usda.gov).  Peephole should be on the main 

entrance door and have a 180-degree 
view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arnold W. Laidig, retired Army Colonel 
and long-time resident of Landmark 
Mews died of cancer on January 1, 2008, 
at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. After 
retiring from active duty in 1995, Arnie 
joined MPRI, where he served for 10 
years as the deputy to the senior vice 
president of human resources. Arnie was 
a member of the covenants committee 
for four years. Survivors include his wife 
of 35 years, Judy, and a brother. 

Sliding glass doors and windows 
should be secure against forcing the 
locks or from being lifted completely 
out of the frame. 

High-risk windows (basement, and 
ground-level windows) are important 
to remember and secure. 

Double-hung windows should be 
secured with pins or extra locks to 
discourage prying. 

House numbers should be clearly 
visible from the street night and day. 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY     
Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, 
Weichert, Realtors and Landmark Mews 
homeowners. 

The Mews Social Committee is on 
the move and coming up with fun events 
for all Mews residents. Mark your 
calendars for Happy Hour at Food 
Matters Restaurant in Cameron Station. 
Date: Thursday, March 13; Time: 6:30 
pm. Join us as we gather to shake winter 
and welcome spring! Come one, come 
all…bring a friend and make some new 
ones. Drinks and food are on your own 
(cash bar) but the fun is free! We hope to 
see you there. 

For Sale   6357 Brampton Court $575,000 
Rented     5205 Cottingham Place      $2200 
For Sale   6324 Manchester Way $550,000 
For Sale   6263 Masefield Court $575,000 
 
 

SAFETY AWARENESS  
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