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 July’s Board meeting went late, 
with extensive discussions surrounding 
several issues – landscaping, our updated 
infrastructure reserve analysis, Condo 
and HOA legislation enacted by the 
General Assembly in the last session, 
and security. 
 

Landscaping – Late last week, 
our landscaping contractor, Pine Ridge, 
completed replanting along Stevenson 
Avenue, removing overgrown juniper 
and other dead flora on the berm, and 
replanted along the pathway from the 
berm to Manchester Way.  Additional 
work on the berm will wait until next 
year, so the ground has been graded and 
seeded for the interim.  Meanwhile, 
property manager Roger Casalengo is 

completing plans for resurfacing the 
berm path and extending the pathway to 
Chaucer View Circle, work that likely 
will not be done until late August or 
September. Furthermore, extensive work 
is on-going to replace underground 
electrical wiring along Manchester Way 
and Brampton Court that has shorted out 
lighting behind these homes. As we have 
done when this has occurred in the past, 
new wiring is being placed inside 
conduit, more costly but hopefully 
obviating an expensive recurrence of this 
problem, even years from now.   

 
Infrastructure Reserve -- We 

received an updated analysis of key 
elements of our major infrastructure – 
streets, sidewalks, gutters and curbs – 
pursuant to the Board’s direction taken 
at the June meeting.  The major 
infrastructure reserve (the so-called 



restricted reserve) is funded through a 
$25 per month diversion from your $150 
monthly dues, generating $44,400 
annually. The Board directed this 
update, in view of extensive work on our 
streets and sidewalks in 2006 and 2007, 
(following the advice of our 2006 
reserve analysis recommending 
complete replacement of streets, gutters, 
curbing, and sidewalks by 2011) as well 
as potentially much higher petroleum-
driven costs. Indeed, our multi-year 
budget plan, looking out 7 years, has 
assumed funding for this major work in 
2011. The new analysis proves the 
benefit of acting aggressively over the 
past few years to prolong the life of this 
critical infrastructure.  The new analysis 
concludes we are safely able to defer 
complete street replacement and 
extensive concrete work until 2014.  
Although the total cost of all work is 
higher, we are able to set aside 
additional funds during these three years, 
leaving our major infrastructure reserve 
in better shape at the end of 1014 than it 
would otherwise have been at the end of 
2011.  Our previous analysis indicated 
we would about exhaust the major 
infrastructure reserve at the end of 2011.  
The new analysis indicates a reserve 
carryover to 2015 of over $50,000.  We 
will have another reality check in 2011, 
when a revised comprehensive reserve 
analysis is completed, as required by law 
every five years.  

 
Common Interest Community 

Association Legislation – The Board was 
briefed by our counsel on the Virginia 
General Assembly’s enactment of the 
most far-reaching changes to the 
Condominium and Property Owners 
Association Acts in over 30 years.  That 
legislation was driven by enormous 
financial losses suffered by associations 
managed by a northern Virginia property 
management company, whose senior 
management embezzled millions of 
dollars in association funds, driving 

many of their clients into bankruptcy.  
Not all provisions apply to Landmark 
Mews, as we are not a professionally 
managed association, but some pro-
visions do apply to us even though we 
are self-managed. These include: 

 
• New rules governing re-

sale packets and in-
spections preliminary to 
re-sale; 

• Certification/education 
requirements for certain 
compensated individuals 
(treasurer and property 
manager); 

• Creation of a state 
Common Interest Com-
munity Association Board 
with jurisdiction to 
investigate and adjudi-
cate resident complaints 
against an association.  
Decisions would be non-
binding; and 

• Creation of an Office of 
CIC Ombudsman, as an 
informational resource to 
association members. 

 
Furthermore, all associations will 

be required to establish an internal 
complaint procedure for resolving 
written complaints from residents and 
“other citizens” (read: realtors).   

 
Much detail needs to be fleshed 

out in regulations, to be promulgated 
sometime next year, essential if for no 
other reason than the legislation is not a 
model of clarity.  In the meantime, in 
consultation with counsel, we will take 
what steps we need to, to comply.  

 
Security Update – The Board 

reviewed recommendations by the task 
force created last month to distill those 
made by the Gordon Associates study 
after first approving for dissemination 
the insert in this newsletter advising 



homeowners on steps they can take to 
improve security.  I’ve asked Roger to 
develop a plan through which residents 
can implement certain steps, so more on 
this in the future.  As to steps the Board 
should take on behalf of the Association, 
the task force recom-mended a focus on 
three areas: (1) securing our perimeter; 
(2) improving lighting; and (3) 
identifying (and distinguishing) 
residents, guests, and intruders.  The 
Board approved this approach, with the 
next step being design and costing of 
options.  There has not been any 
decision whether (and by how much) to 
fund any specific project.   We simply 
don’t know what we don’t know and 
must proceed with due diligence to find 
out.  So, the Board’s action constitutes 
approval of a conceptual approach only.  
This conceptual approach entails: 

 
• Securing perimeter – closing 

gaps in walls; locking pedestrian 
gates; 

• Improving lighting – in alley 
areas and along walls/fencing; 
and 

• Identifying residents, guests, 
intruders – implementing vehicle 
decal identification system, 
numbering visitor parking slots, 
enforcing guest vehicle permits; 
and installation of closed circuit 
camera system at entranceways 
and monitoring of perimeter 
areas.   

 
A further note with respect to 

cameras:  I want to assure everyone that 
any such system would be carefully 
designed, tailored to meet our specific 
requirements, and responsive to 
legitimate privacy concerns.  The system 
would not be monitored in real time but 
would be reviewed for evidence upon 
reporting of an incident and at other 
agreed intervals to ascertain suspicious 
activity.  Review would be by a security 
professional, not a resident. 

 
With all of this, there is much work 

to be done before the Board has 
information necessary to make an 
informed decision.  Memoranda on this 
issue are posted to the website, 
www.landmarkmews.com. 

 
BOARD ELECTIONS: – Another 

reminder; there are three seats up this 
year, for three-year terms incepting 
January 1, 2009.  Candidates are 
required to file a petition of candidacy, 
signed by at least five owners (of at least 
five properties) with Elections 
Committee Chairman Leo Childs, 6329 
Chaucer View Circle, by 5 PM 
September 26.  Candidates also should 
include with their petition a statement of 
candidacy denoting background, 
qualifications, and interest in serving.   
Ballots will be mailed shortly thereafter.  
Residents can mail their ballot or bring it 
to the annual meeting, where ballots will 
be tabulated and results announced.  The 
annual meeting is 8 PM Thursday 
October 16 at the Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School in Cameron Station. 

 
That's all for this month.  Our 

August meeting will be at Bill Gaffney’s 
home, 6317 Manchester Way, at 7:30 
PM. The Board will consider revisions 
to the multi-year budget plan and, time 
permitting, revisions to our governing 
documents. Contact: bwood@aiadc.org. 
 
DOG OWNERS/WALKERS: Some 
have not been picking up after their pets, 
particularly on Cottingham. Leaving pet 
waste on someone's yard is un-
neighborly, unsanitary, and illegal. 
Fairfax County establishes a fine up to 
$250.00 for not properly disposing of pet 
feces. PLEASE be considerate, and a 
responsible pet owner, and PICK UP 
after your pet! 
 

COVENANTS  



The Declaration of Covenants, 
Conditions and Restrictions for 
Landmark Mews requires that property 
owners maintain their property in good 
condition. Property maintenance is an 
ongoing activity. 

A checklist, approved by the LMCA 
Board of Directors for the Covenants 
Committee’s use for biannual Covenants 
Committee inspections, is posted at 
landmarkmews.com/residents/standards.   
This checklist provides a useful tool for 
homeowners to use to spot problems 
early, hopefully before major, expensive 
repairs might be required. 

 

POSTAL SERVICE ETHICS  
ALERT: If you have been solicited by 
any postal carrier to provide or receive 
personal services, please contact 
Landmark Mews Property Manager, 
Roger Casalengo at rocky6325@aol.com 
(751-9242). U.S. Post Office regulations 
make it illegal for carriers to solicit 
business for work unrelated to their 
assigned duties. 

 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of 
Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, 
Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 

FOR SALE: 6271 Chaucer View 
Circle.List: $679,900; also for rent, 
$3500. 

FOR SALE: 6268 Masefield Court.List: 
$619,000. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 6313 Chaucer 
View Circle: $585,000. Contact: 703-
706-1638 or 703-915-8209. 

SOLD: 6358 Brampton Court. Listed 
$585,000, sold $542,500 (less $7,500.00 
subsidy). 

FOR RENT: 6307 Chaucer Lane. 
 

 

JOIN TOGETHER FOR 
LANDMARK MEWS’S 
‘NATIONAL NIGHT OUT’ 
AGAINT CRIME 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5  
 
 

 
 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
AUGUST 2008 

 

It's America's Night Out Against 
Crime!  Neighborhoods through-
out Fairfax County are invited to join 
with thousands of communities 
nationwide on Tuesday, August 5th, to 
participate in the 25th Annual 'National 
Night Out'. 

National Night Out' is designed to: 

* Heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness  

* Generate support and 
participation in crime efforts  

* Strengthen neighborhood spirit 
and police community relations  

* Send the message that your 
neighborhood is a safe place to live. 

National Night Out is a great opportunity 
for citizens, law enforcement and other 
public safety officials to join forces. 
Events are planned to promote crime 
prevention and drug prevention 
awareness and to strengthen the police - 
community partnership. We encourage 
neighborhoods to come together and 
send the message that we are all working 
together to prevent crime and keep our 
neighborhoods safe. 



On August 5th, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
residents are asked to turn on their porch 
lights, lock their doors and spend the 
evening outside with their neighbors, 
police officers, EMS, and fire fighters.  

 

 Working 
Together to make our 
Communities Safer 

The Fairfax County Police Department 
is looking for people interested in 
sponsoring this year's festivities.  
Contact MPO A. E. Eggers of Franconia 
District Station Crime Prevention Unit 
for more information at Alice.Eggers@ 
fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-922-8263.  

Please note that you can be involved 
from a "Lights on Campaign" to a 
cookout in your Neighborhood.   

And you can also register with National 
Association of Town Watches at the 
listed link;.please note there is no cost to 
register or participate. 

http://www.natw.org/nno/reg.html 
MPO A. E. Eggers-NREMT-P 
Fairfax County Police Department 
Franconia District Station 
Crime Prevention Unit 
6121 Franconia Road 
Alexandria, Va 22310 
(703)922-0889 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Security Tips for Homeowners 

 
Recently, the Landmark Mews Board of Directors commissioned a professional assessment to 
identify ways to improve the security of our neighborhood.  The full report is available to 
residents on landmarkmews.com.  Many of the recommendations in the report were easy, 
inexpensive, and highly effective measures for individual homeowners.  Some of these key 
precautions are highlighted below.    
 

Doors and Gates 
• Keep doors locked – even when 

you are at home 
• Secure door locks with 3 inch 

screws 
• Do not keep a spare key outside  
• Ensure sliding doors cannot be 

lifted out of their tracks from the 
outside 

• Install locks designed for sliding 
doors  

• Lock your rear gate 
 
 
 

Windows 
• Plant thorny plants to discourage 

access to lower level windows 
• Ensure window locks are 

functional and effective 
• Keep blinds closed at ground 

level, open on upper levels 
 
Lighting 

• Leave your front and rear lights 
on at night  

• Consider motion-sensors 
 
 
 



 
Trash 

• Do not place packaging for 
desirable items like high-end 
electronics on the curb. Break 
these down and place them in a 
trash bag. 

• Do not put trash bags out sooner 
than necessary. 

 
Vehicles 

• Keep doors locked 
• Do not leave valuable items, 

valet keys, or garage door 
openers in the car, even in the 
glove box or trunk 

• Remove mounting devices for 
electronics (i.e. GPS Navigation) 

• If your car is not driven 
regularly, move it periodically  

 
 
 

Alarms 
• Consider a monitored home 

alarm system 
• Use your alarm whether you are 

home or not 
• Place alarm warning signs so 

they are clearly visible 
 
Extended Absences 

• Don’t let your house look empty. 
Put interior lights on timers 

• Have a trusted neighbor pick up 
your mail, newspapers, and 
remove flyers from doors 

 
Landscaping 

• Prune shrubs and trees that block 
windows, doors, or pathways 

• Keep sightlines clear in ally ways 
by removing landscaping less 
than 6 feet in height

 
Our neighborhood is a safe place to live – let’s keep it that way! 

 


