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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

JUNE 2009 
 

 The Board’s June meeting 
covered a lot of territory, from the usual 
financial and property reports, to 
designating new committee members, to 
approving two resolutions affecting our 
governing process and renewing our 
trash contract. 

 

 

 

 

 Financial report – Treasurer 
Marty McDonald reviewed our accounts 
which remain well-funded and provided 
a tutorial on our reserving practices that 
traced their history and explained the 
purposes for our unrestricted and 
restricted reserves.  He also provided a 
first glimpse of an already-developing 
2010 budget, the first step in the Board’s 
budget discussions culminating in 
approval of a revised multi-year plan in 



August and the 2010 budget at our 
October meeting.  More on this in the 
weeks ahead.   

 Property report – Property 
Manager Roger Casalengo reviewed the 
inventory of on-going and planned work.  
Our enhanced lighting project has begun, 
with lights being installed on berm wall 
posts and illuminating a very dark area 
of the community.  Over the next few 
weeks, additional lighting will be 
installed at the end of Cottingham and 
Bedlington, and a new lamp post 
installed along Chaucer Lane opposite 
the end of the alley.  The Board 
approved funding for clearing vegetation 
at the end of Cottingham and cleaning 
the three alleys – removing ground cover 
that affords nesting for rats and other 
vermin, killing weeds, laying more river 
stone, and generally upgrading their 
appearance.   

 A further note on the alleys:  
Residents own to the middle of the 
alleys.  However, there are prohibitions 
on storing items in the alleys, such as 
grills, benches and other clutter.  I also 
implore residents to not permit their pets 
to use these areas.  We have had a few 
reports of this recently.  Feces attract rats 
and other animals; this is a serious health 
issue, and the Covenants Committee and 
Board will not tolerate it.  In the future, 
if we cannot achieve swift compliance 
with a resident cleaning up behind his or 
her property – and keeping it clean –we  
will not hesitate to report the violation to 
the Fairfax County Health Department.     

Also, as noted above, alleys must 
be kept clear of ground cover and any 
trees must not be of a type that can grow 
as large as to disrupt fencing and impair 
drainage.  The Board undertook main-
tenance of the alleys several years ago, 
after concluding they were a chronic 

eyesore, removing a number of 
overgrown Bradford Pear trees, 
installing improved drainage, and laying 
river stone to not only improve drainage 
but to be more attractive than mud.  The 
Board undertook this responsibility (and 
expense) pursuant to its authority under 
the Declaration of Covenants to enter 
onto property in the interest of ensuring 
proper drainage and health and safety.  
We spend anywhere from $1,000 to 
$3,000 per year on behalf of not only the 
residents whose properties back up to the 
alleys but in the interest of all residents 
whose interest is ensuring a well-
maintained and appealing community.   

Covenants report – As all of you 
know by now, inspections letters were 
sent about a week ago.  Interim 
Chairman Dick Fiske, Tony Dropp, and 
Martha Naismith are to be commended 
for working assiduously with RCS 
Management to ensure maintenance and 
architectural issues were properly noted.  
I know that some residents have 
questions about their inspection report, 
and I encourage you to contact Dick for 
the necessary clarification.  I also know 
that already there are some who believe 
the Board was misguided in contracting 
out inspections.  I could not disagree 
more.  When the Board agreed 
unanimously in January to approve RCS, 
we acknowledged that we could not do 
business the same way anymore, having 
seen a succession of six Covenants 
Committee Chairmen in only my five 
years on the Board and relying solely on 
volunteers to carry the full load of 
inspecting, preparing letters, and 
resolving disputes.  Even with the 
current arrangement, Dick, Tony, and 
Martha spent considerable time with 
RCS in their review of our community to 
be sure there was agreement on what 
should be cited and ensuring uniformity 



in noting maintenance issues.  This was 
not an instance where the Board hired a 
contractor, wrote a check, and washed its 
hands of the matter.  So, residents may 
have legitimate questions about the 
inspection findings, and the Covenants 
Committee will respond accordingly.  
But, just because there are questions – 
and there are questions every year – 
does not mean the process we adopted is 
wrong.  On the contrary, it offers the 
best approach to re-stabilizing the 
Covenants Committee’s operations and, 
in so doing, protecting the community’s 
underlying value.    

 

Elections Committee – The 
Board designated four individuals to 
comprise this year’s Elections 
Committee: Former Board President 
Grace Hughes (Chairman), Paul Littman, 
Serap Fern, and Bill Fowler.  The Board 
is required under the by-laws to 
designate a Committee at least 60 days 
prior to the Annual Meeting, for the 
purpose of preparing the ballot, mailing 
the ballots and tabulating results at the 
Annual Meeting.  The Annual Meeting 
is always the third Thursday of October, 
this year, October 15, at 8 PM.  It will 
once again be held at the Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School in Cameron Station.  
The by-laws also require any candidates 
for the Board of Directors to provide a 
petition signed by at least five owners of 
five properties no later than 21 days 
prior to the Annual Meeting.  Therefore, 
this year any petitions must be received 
by Grace Hughes, 5208 Bedlington 
Terrace, by close of business (5 PM) on 
Friday September 25.  Ballots will be 
prepared and mailed soon thereafter.  In 
addition to the petition, candidates 
should provide a brief narrative of their 
background.  This year, two Board seats 
are up for election, seats currently filled 

by Vice President Loren Sciurba and me.   
I am completing my second three-year 
term on the Board and my third as 
President.  Loren is completing his first 
term and third year as Vice President. 

 

Landscape Advisory Committee – 
The Board also designated three 
individuals for two-year terms on this 
newly created committee: Linda Childs, 
Estella Laguna, and Simon Bennett.  The 
Committee will be preparing a baseline 
review of our landscaping and 
monitoring our landscaping throughout 
the season. 

     

Social Committee – Co-Chairs 
Michele Dropp and Estella Laguna are 
resigning from their co-chairmanship by 
the end of September, though will 
remain on the Committee.  The 
Committee is looking for volunteers.  
Please let me know directly if you wish 
to serve on the Social Committee: 
bwood@aiadc.org. 

 

Webmaster – Estella Laguna also 
will be resigning at the end of the year as 
webmaster.  Estella has been webmaster 
since the inception of the website in 
2004 when she also volunteered to 
oversee its creation.  Although initially 
the job involved everything associated 
with the website, including HTML 
posting, that proved too time-consuming, 
and the Board now contracts out this 
function.  However, Estella has 
remained the community contact for 
residents with website issues – needing a 
password, trouble accessing the site, etc.  
If anyone is interested in assuming this 
responsibility, please let me know, per 
the above email address.  You don’t 
have to be a techie to do this.        



 

Trash – The Board also approved 
renewal of our trash contract with AAA 
Recycling & Trash Removal for another 
three years, after reviewing a competing 
bid and evaluating the totality of the 
long-term relationship we have with 
AAA.  The contract provides for a 
monthly per unit charge of $16.  Our 
current monthly per unit charge is 
$17.25, although AAA waived an 
increase due this past January that would 
have raised this to $17.85, saving us 
$532.80 so far this year.  Furthermore, 
by agreeing to incepting the contract 
July 1 rather than October 1 (as our 
current contract provides), we will save 
another $1,100 in the current contract 
term for a total savings this year of 
$1,665.  AAA also agreed to freeze the 
unit charge of $16 for 18 months and to 
cap an annual cost-of-living adjustment 
at 5% in January 2011 and 2012.  We 
remain responsible, however, for paying 
any pass-through increase in landfill 
costs and a fuel surcharge if diesel rises 
to a certain level.  Although the 
competing bid at $14.75/unit was 
somewhat lower, the Board felt our past 
positive relationship with AAA, their 
willingness to go beyond their contract 
at times (e.g., not charging for 
replacement recycling bins, picking up at 
times not required), and their close 
initial bid signifying their seriousness in 
wanting to retain us justified their 
retention.                        

 

Governance Resolutions -- The 
Board adopted two resolutions, 
approving rules implementing 
requirements under the Virginia Property 
Owners’ Association Act.  One rule 
provides a procedure for resolving 
written complaints from residents, as 

required by amendments to the Act by 
last year’s General Assembly.  Residents 
must advise the Board in writing, 
detailing the complaint (as specified in 
the rule), and the Board (or Committee) 
is obligated to investigate accordingly 
and so advise the resident of its findings.  
The resident may inform the Office of 
the Common Interest Community 
Ombudsman of any adverse decision.  
The rule and accompanying form are 
available on the website: 
www.landmarkmews.com.  

Second, the Board adopted a 
resolution approving rules providing due 
process for resolving resident violations, 
where the Board imposes charges or 
suspends certain resident rights in the 
community for violating the governing 
documents.  The Board is authorized by 
the Act to impose financial charges of up 
to $50 per violation or $10 per day for 
up to 90 days.  The adopted rule 
conforms to the notice and hearing 
requirements of the statute when this 
remedy is sought.  The authority has 
been present in the statute for years, but 
Boards never adopted the necessary 
implementation guidance. This 
additional authority is necessary, as an 
additional means to securing resident 
compliance with violations of the 
architectural standards and the 
Declaration of Covenants generally.  
Covenants Committees and Boards have 
struggled at times to get a distinct 
minority of residents to comply.  Letters 
are written, repeatedly at times, to no 
avail.  Cajoling sometimes works but 
many times not.  The Board has 
exercised its authority under the 
Declaration from time to time to enter 
onto a resident’s property (with due 
notice) to have work done and to bill the 
owner a special restoration assessment.  
Yet, we might have achieved compliance 



more readily through a financial penalty.  
There are other violations not of a 
continuing nature but of an immediate 
nature, where a monetary penalty would 
be more appropriate: On-street parking, 
prohibited because our streets are fire 
lanes.  The rule affords a resident with 
the right to a hearing on any cited 
infraction before it can be formally 
imposed.  Both resolutions are posted on 
the website. 

Thus ended a very busy session.  
Our next meeting is July 8, at the home 
of Marty McDonald, 6318 Manchester 
Way.  Contact me: bwood@aiadc.org. 

 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of 
Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, 
Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 
FOR SALE 6268 MASEFIELD CT 
$479.000  
FOR RENT 6368 BRAMPTON CT 
$2,500  
 
 

FARMERS MARKETS 
West End Farmers Market at 4800 
Brenman Park Drive, Sundays 9:00am to 
1:00pm. 

Old Town Famers Market, 301 King 
Street, Saturdays 5:00am to 10:30am. 
Free parking in the Market Square 
garage during market hours. 

Upper King Street Fresh Farmers 
Market, 1806 King Street, Wednesdays 
3:00pm to 7:00pm. 

Del Ray Farmers Market, corner of East 
Oxford and Mount Vernon Avenues, 
Saturdays 8:00am to noon. 

RECYCLE CARDBOARD  

Two types of cardboard can be recycled: 
flat cardboard, typically used in cereal 
and shoe boxes, and corrugated 
cardboard, which has a ruffled layer 
between the two flat pieces of cardboard 
and is often used in packing boxes. 
Please recycle these, flattened, in 
addition to newspapers, glass jars, and 
aluminum and plastic. Please do not set 
cardboard boxes out with trash.  

 

 

JOIN TOGETHER FOR 
LANDMARK MEWS’S 
‘NATIONAL NIGHT OUT’ 
AGAINT CRIME 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 
 
It's America's Night Out Against 
Crime! Neighborhoods throughout 
Fairfax County are joining 
with thousands of communities 
nationwide on Tuesday, August 4th, to 
participate in the annual 'National 
Night Out'. National Night Out' is 
designed to: 
* Heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness 
* Generate support and 
participation in crime efforts 
* Strengthen neighborhood spirit 
and police community relations 
 
On August 4th, residents are asked to 
turn on their porch lights, lock their 
doors and spend the evening outside 
with their neighbors, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m., at Manchester Way park. 
Hot dogs, burgers, and beverages will be 
provided by the social committee. We 
hope to get as many of our local law 
enforcement officers to stop by again  
 



and chat with residents about issues of 
concern – particularly safety in and 
around our community. Please come out 
to show Fairfax Police that we're a 
community that cares about crime 
prevention. 
 
 
ANNUAL LMCA HOMEOWNERS 
MEETING 
 
The Annual Meeting this year is 
Thursday, October 15, at 8 PM.  It will 
once again be held at the Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School in Cameron Station.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD MEETING DATES 
* PLEASE NOTE CHANGES FROM 
MAY MEWS NEWS* 
 
July 8—Marty McDonald, 6318 
Manchester Way 
*August 12—Joel Kaplan, 6309 Chaucer 
View Circle 
September 9—Siham Wehbi, 6270 
Chaucer Lane 
October 14—Roger Casalengo, 6325 
Manchester Way 
November 11—Linda Carter, 6304 
Chaucer View Circle 
December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 
Brampton Court 
Meetings begin at 7:00pm 
 


