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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 This month’s headline is “Nabbed!”  On Friday, March 14, we learned police had 
arrested an individual, who later confessed to vandalizing vehicles parked in the Mews 
over President’s Day weekend.  Although details remain sketchy, the thief is from 
Maryland, as is the pawn shop through which he fenced stolen GPS devices.  Those 
devices were traced to their owners through identification numbers, resulting in the 
thief’s apprehension.  We understand from the police it is likely others are involved and 
the same individuals probably are responsible for other break-ins in our community.  This 
comes as an enormous relief, though we all remain vulnerable to others who “discover” 
our community. 
 

More Security — off-duty police patrols continue, four nights per week, through 
May 3rd. At its April meeting, the Board must decide whether to permit the off-duty 
program to lapse,  modify it, or  continue it as is.  The cost is not insignificant, at about 
$3,200 per month. 

 
On the same day we learned of the arrest, the Board approved funding for a 

comprehensive security analysis.  The Board’s vote, taken in a special meeting via 
teleconference, was unanimous (with one member absent).  At the Board’s request, the 
consultant, William H. Gordon Associates, Inc. of Chantilly (www.whga.com), provided 
additional clarification of its “deliver-able” following extensive discussion of its proposal 
at the March Board meeting the previous week.  With that clarifica-tion, and with the 
participation of Gordon’s lead analyst on the conference call, the Board was comfortable 
in approving the proposal, to cost $4,820.  Gordon will conduct a holistic security 

http://www.landmarkmews.com/
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assessment, providing us with a full range of options, from those less expensive and more 
immediate, to intermediate and longer-term requiring more extensive capital spending.  
The analysis will include steps residents can take to enhance their security. 

 
What we’re buying with the Gordon study is information,  but information that 

will give us a critical baseline against which to measure steps this and future Boards can 
take, some undoubtedly more realistic than others.  We are extraordinarily fortunate to 
have Gordon’s services, and I thank Al Lenhardt again for his intercession on our behalf.  
One glimpse of their website tells you this is a sophisticated firm, with usual clients far 
larger, with far more complex security challenges than our neighborhood.  We will 
benefit greatly from the expertise of Gordon’s staff.  Our lead analyst is Michael A. 
Jones, Director of Site Security Consulting and Senior Security Consultant.  Mr. Jones is 
a 30-year veteran law enforcement executive, serving as well on the Adjunct Faculty for 
the University of Virginia National Criminal Justice Command College and the Virginia 
Commonwealth University Department of Government and Public Affairs.  The security 
assessment will be completed over the next 8 weeks.  A copy of the contract and 
supplemental corres-pondence will be posted on the website under “Key Documents.” 

 
Architectural Standards – As I reported in February, the task force, comprising 

former Presidents Paul Edgell and Dennis Flynn, current Vice President Loren Sciurba, 
and me is finalizing recommendations.  Draft recommendations were posted on the 
website last month resulting in feedback from a single resident.  The task force has 
forwarded slightly revised recommendations to the Covenants Committee for its review, 
before finalizing proposed changes for the Board’s consideration.  The Board will vote on 
these changes at the April meeting. The most significant changes contemplated are 
permitting (1) fiberglass replacement front doors; and (2) retractable rear awnings.  Both 
changes have been debated on previous occasions. The task force has carefully prescribed 
standards for these two changes intended to ensure preservation of the community’s 
ambiance. Details matter. Not any fiberglass door or retractable awning will be permitted, 
and installing either will require Covenants Committee approval. Once Covenants 
Committee completes its review and the task force forwards its recommendations to the 
Board, the proposed revisions again will be posted on the website. 

 
Litter (Again) – Following my February Mews News comments about the 

persistent litter problem along Stevenson Avenue in particular, several residents 
responded, wanting some program for dealing with this problem systemically.  I applaud 
Maria Santos on Chaucer View Circle who walked Stevenson Ave from the bus 
turnaround to Stultz picking up considerable litter.  I’m asking the Board to consider how 
best to address this matter. Any ideas you all have, let me know. 

 
Social Committee – Many thanks to the Social Committee for organizing another 

successful event, at Food Matters in Cameron Station, Thursday evening March 13. 
About 30 residents enjoyed one another’s company, including that of Captain Tony 
Dropp, Co-Chair Michele’s husband, on a week’s leave from his post with the 5th Fleet in 
Bahrain. We welcomed his Dropp-by.        

 
Email List – Finally, another request for those of you who have not provided an 

email address for the Mews group email listing.  Board Secretary Karen Kovach 
compiled an updated list, in connection with her updating the directory (to be posted on 
the website soon).  The list deleted email addresses from which I received continual 



rejections.  Presumably, these residents either did not wish their updated addresses to be 
included or simply have not recognized they are no longer receiving email 
messages/alerts I’ve sent over the past few weeks. Thus, if you did not receive my 
email on Friday afternoon, March 14, notifying you of an individual’s arrest in our 
vehicle vandalism spree, you either have a de-listed address or have not supplied a 
current address to Karen.  Below are addresses recently deleted.  If you find your old 
address and wish to be included, or have neglected to give her your address, please 
email Karen at 

 lmkovach@cox.net. 
 
The deleted addresses are:  
 
mkoval@biztech.net  
tg-goldsberry@earthlink.net
carter.xoxo@cox.net
jolen6327@cs.com
sperr@cautel.net

 
 That’s a wrap for this month.  The next Board meeting will be Wednesday April 
9, at 7:30, at the home of Brenda Johnson, 6366 Brampton Court.  The Board will (1) 
discuss [and may vote on] revised architectural standards; (2) consider the future of the 
off-duty officer program; (3) discuss a means for addressing the chronic litter problem; 
and (4) consider funding additional maintenance and landscape work, as Property 
Manager Roger Casalengo may propose.  Contact me: bwood@aiadc.org. 

 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY    
Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 

Under contract   6357 Brampton Court List: $550,000 
Under contract   6324 Manchester Way List: $550,000 
Under contract   6263 Masefield Court List: $550,000 

 

JOIN TOGETHER TO SALUTE ROLLING THUNDER XXI ON 
SUNDAY, MAY 25 AT 9:30 AM 
 
The Mews Social Committee welcomes Mews residents of all ages to join in showing 
support to the motorcycle riders of Rolling Thunder as they drive by the Mews along I-
395. This is a real tradition at the Mews and one we hope you will adopt as your own. 
Bring your U.S. flags (the bigger the better!) and your patriotism to the intersection of 
Stulz and Stevenson as we gather to remember and appreciate all those that have served 
in our military. Coffee and donuts will be provided. See you there! 
 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: MEWS HOME TOURS 
 
Warmer weather always calls for thinking about how to design or landscape that patio to 
make it a more livable outdoor space for relaxing and entertaining. If you’ve done some 
“renovations” to your backyard and would like to include your home in a tour of 
“Backyards at the Mews,” please contact the Mews Social Committee at 
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Social@landmarkmews.com  NO LATER THAN May 15. The tour will be Sunday, June 
22 – rain or shine. 

 

SHARE YOU IDEAS FOR COMMUNITY SOCIALS WITH THE 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE AT Social@landmarkmews.com. 

 

George Mason Regional Library (703-256-3800) 7001 Little River 
Turnpike, Annandale, VA 22003 

Semi-Annual Used Book Sale. Books for all ages, plus CDs, videos, 
recorded books and rare books. Cosponsored by the Friends of the George 
Mason Regional Library. All ages.  
Thursday, April 24, 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Friday, April 25, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

Sat., April 26, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Sunday, April 27, 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

 
The next Board meeting will be Wednesday April 9, at 7:30, at the home of 
Brenda Johnson, 6366 Brampton Ct. 
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