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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

March’s Board meeting focused 
mostly on property issues, along with 
updates on other on-going initiatives.   
 Financial Report: Treasurer 
Marty McDonald reported on our 
financial status, which remains sound.  
Our 2008 audit has been completed, with 
total assets of $266,556 -- $156,083 in 
the unrestricted (operational) reserve and 
$102,306 in the restricted (major 
infrastructure) reserve.  Our policy 
requires us to maintain a minimum of 
$150,000 in the unrestricted reserve, 
absent a two-thirds vote of the Board, so 
we remain modestly above our minimum 
 

 
This $150,000 is effectively being 
augmented by creation of a special 
reserve for snow and legal expenses, 
which will total $20,000 by the end of 
this year. This $20,000 will provide 
additional cushion against unplanned 
expenditures that might otherwise 
require either severely altering 
operational spending or invading our 
unrestricted reserve. Next year’s Board 
may wish to consider increasing the 
$150,000 gradually over several years to 
a somewhat higher plateau.   
 Our audit also indicates that we 
set aside another $44,400 in the major  
infrastructure reserve to fund asphalt and 
concrete improvements. In the period 
1996-2008, $421,147 has been spent in 
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infrastructure improvements, including 
roads, sidewalks, and other property 
elements.  The audit will be posted on 
the website under Treasurer Reports.  
See www.landmarkmews.com.        
 Property Report: Property 
Manager Roger Casalengo brought to 
the Board estimates for project work to 
be completed this year.  The Board 
approved $6,700 for replacing rotted 
landscape timbers along Stevenson 
Avenue and adjacent to Manchester 
Park, and for rehabilitating timbers in 
the common area across from 
Manchester Park.  This project was 
planned for last year but deferred.    
 Meanwhile, Roger is compiling 
additional estimates for extensively 
upgrading lighting throughout the 
community.  This will include adding 
wall lighting along the berm wall, to 
wall areas at the end of Bedlington and 
Cottingham and other areas, and an 
additional light pole along Chaucer Lane 
adjacent to the alley.  This is shaping up 
to be a considerable cost, but it is a cost 
recommended by last year’s security 
study and endorsed by an overwhelming 
majority of residents in the security 
survey.  We need to do it.     
 Aside from this work, and 
pending availability of funds, we will 
replant the entranceways and the berm.  
Estimates are still pending.   
 Although our infrastructure plan 
does not envision any expenditures this 
year for asphalt and concrete work, we 
may need to repair areas of the streets 
hard-hit by winter freezing and thawing. 
Roger is meeting shortly with our 
asphalt contractor for advice.  Our 
streets have lasted as long as they have 
because in recent years we have acted 
aggressively to preserve them.  Although 
costly, it has not been nearly as costly as 
having to replace entire streets, now 
projected for 2014.     
 The Board also discussed 
performance of our landscape contractor, 

Valley Crest (formerly Pine Ridge).  
Typically, there are a handful of 
complaints about snow removal or one 
thing or another.  When we do have 
complaints, Roger pursues them with our 
account manager.  For example, we 
noticed recently significantly higher 
sand and sodium chloride costs and 
learned that a shortage throughout the 
mid-Atlantic and northeast regions is the 
cause.  So, this will need to be factored 
into future snow budgeting.  We also 
followed up on a few complaints about 
the recent snow plowing, mostly 
residents annoyed because snow was 
pushed back into their driveways by the 
plowing after they had already shoveled, 
or complaints that the snow plow wasn’t 
on site by 5 or 6 AM.  The rather blunt 
truth is that we pay for plowing the 
streets, not the driveways, and it is 
simply unavoidable that some snow will 
end up at the end of a driveway.  Absent 
an additional and considerable expense 
of personally shoveling driveways, there 
is no realistic alternative than simply 
taking a few minutes and re-clearing 
your driveway.  Likewise, unless we’re 
going to employ our own private 
plowing service, it is not realistic to 
expect a plow here at a moment’s notice, 
as if there are no other communities 
needing service.   
 I prefer to focus on what went 
right with the last snowfall:  The plow 
came through about 4 AM and returned 
later in the morning.  In accordance with 
the contract, he plowed curb to curb.  
And, Roger hired someone to shovel 
around all mailbox areas.  I consider 
Valley Crest’s service a success and 
appreciate Roger arranging for clearing 
the mailbox areas that are often 
treacherous when icy.            
 Covenants Report: Since last 
month’s report, we have contracted with 
RCS Management to perform spring and 
fall inspections.  Last week, RCS 
Management representatives walked 
through the community, accompanied by 
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Interim Covenants Committee Chair-
man, Dick Fiske and member Tony 
Dropp, along with former Committee 
Chairman Adrian Polk and me. RCS 
Management will be conducting 
inspections the week of March 16.  I 
especially appreciate Adrian’s willing-
ness to assist in their first inspection.      
 On a related matter, the Board 
approved Martha Naismith for another 
two-year term on the Covenants 
Committee.  I appreciate Martha’s 
continuing willingness to serve the 
community.   
     Finally, as spring is upon us, 
along with another inspection season, 
please be mindful that any alterations to 
the exterior of your home require the 
approval of the Covenants Committee 
and must be in conformance with the 
Architectural Standards.  I am astounded 
at times by what I see residents having 
done, clearly in violation of the 
Architectural Standards.  Please avoid 
unnecessary expense, let alone 
heartburn, in having to correct a design 
problem or in failing to keep your 
property well-maintained.   The Archi-
tectural Standards are posted on the 
website.   That’s all for this month.  
Contact me: bwood@aiadc.org.  
 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of Fred and 
Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark 
Mews homeowners. 

SOLD 
5201 COTTINGHAM $535,000 

 
RENTED 

5209 COTTINGHAM $3,000 
 
CONTRACT 

6268 MASEFIELD $499.000  
 

GEORGE MASON LIBRARY 
—Annual Book Sale 
7001 Little River Turnpike 

April 30 – May 3 

Thursday 5 – 9 pm 
Friday 10 am – 6 pm 
Saturday 10 am – 5 pm 
Sunday noon – 5 pm 
 
Huge book sale in five areas of the 
library PLUS recorded books, music, 
and videos PLUS books in foreign 
languages. PLUS Much More! Proceeds 
support the Summer Reading Program 
for all Fairfax County Libraries as well 
as funding special needs at George 
Mason and other libraries.  
 

SAVE $$$$$$ 
 PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM COSTLY WATER LINE 
AND WATER HEATER 
REPLACEMENT  
Dominion Products and Services, 1-866-645-
9811, offers insurance to cover your water-
line (from home to curb) and water heater.  
 
Several Landmark Mews residents have 
experienced water-line breaks—those who 
were insured, from their experience now 
urge all homeowners to enroll in the 
programs. Don’t learn the high cost of  
water-line replacement the hard way: 
$5,000.00 or more out of pocket. The cost 
for the water heater could be as much as 
$2,000. Consider, $9.45 a month (water 
heater insurance is $4.95), will save 
thousands in the event of a water heater or 
line malfunction. One caution, however; the 
fine print in the water heater insurance 
restricts coverage to a 66-gallon tank; 
most Landmark Mews homes are 50 
gallons. 
 
That number again is 1-866-645-9811. Don't 
delay—call today.  
 
UPDATED BOARD MEETING  
SCHEDULE (Change of location 
in April and May) 
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April 8—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton Court 
May 13—Siham Wehbi, 6270 Chaucer Lane  
June 10—Linda Carter, 6304 Chaucer View Circle 
July 8—Marty McDonald, 6318 Manchester Way 
August 12—Bill Gaffney, 6317 Manchester Way 
September 9—Linda Carter, 6304 Chaucer View Circle 
October 14—Roger Casalengo, 6325 Manchester Way 
November 11—Delia Riso, 6269 Chaucer View Circle 
December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton Court 
Meetings begin at 7:00pm 
 
 

 


