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For Board meeting dates & locations, minutes & reports, governing documents, 
architectural standards, community news, residents directory, and other 
important information, log on to  www.LANDMARKMEWS.COM. 

NOTICE: The on-line Residents’ Directory is in the process of being updated to 
include all current residents (issued LMCA vehicle decals). The directory will 
include names, addresses, and phone numbers. The anticipated posting date is 
June 2009. Point of contact for questions/concerns is 
secretary@landmarkmews.com  

______________________________________________________________________ 
Board of Directors:  
President: Bruce Wood  bwood@aiadc.org 
Vice President: Loren Sciurba lsciurba@gmail.com 
Members: Bill Gaffney dian2@cox.net 
  Delia Riso delia.riso@usdoj.gov 
  Linda Carter carterxoxo@cox.net 
  Siham Wehbi swehbi@cox.net 
  Joel Kaplan jsuperk2003@cox.net  
  
Treasurer:  Marty McDonald 
mmcdon5279@aol.com 
 
Secretary/Mews News: Karen Kovach  
secretary@landmarkmews.com 
 
Property Manager:  Roger Casalengo 
rocky6325@aol.com 

 
 
Mews Webmaster: Estella Laguna 
mewsweb@landmarkmews.com  
 
Covenants Committee: Dick Fiske, 

Tony Dropp,  Martha Naismith. 
covenants@landmarkmews.com 
 
Social Committee: Michele Dropp,  
 Estella Laguna, Kathleen Ryan 
tonyandmichele@cox.net  
 
Neighborhood Watch Chairman: Bill Gaffney  
dian2@cox.net
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

MAY 2009 
 

 Most of the Board’s May 
meeting focused again on landscape and 
infrastructure matters.  Our financial 
situation remains stable; and there are no 
residents in dues arrears.  Although 
current interest rates are very low, we 
are locked into a few longer term CDs 
paying over 4- or 5-percent interest for 

another couple of years and thereby 
generating almost the same interest 
income. 

 Landscape and infrastructure 
projects -- Property Manager Roger 
Casalengo presented a comprehensive 
list of landscape and infrastructure 
projects which the Board approved 
unanimously.  Included are: (1) 
additional maintenance along Stevenson 
Avenue, pulling dead arborvitae and 
replanting with burning bush, and 



clearing out overgrowth along the fence 
and down past the bus stop; (2) 
replanting the Manchester Way entrance; 
(3) replacing several dead trees on 
common property; (4) enhancing 
lighting with additional lights, along the 
berm wall, on the walls at the ends of 
Cottingham and Bedlington, and a new 
lamp post on Chaucer Lane at the end of 
the alley; (5) repair of brick perimeter 
wall, replacing crumbling mortar; and 
(6) street paving and crack-sealing. 

 The cost totals $14,535, payable 
out of the unrestricted (operational) 
reserve and $22,786 from the restricted 
(major infrastructure) reserve. 

 With obligating $14,535 from the 
unrestricted reserve, we will have 
committed almost $23,000 (two-thirds) 
from our projects budget of $35,000.  
We still plan additional trimming and 
some replanting on the berm, but will 
defer deciding on any additional 
expenditure until later in the third 
quarter, after we see if there are 
significant unplanned expenditures.  Last 
summer we faced unexpected electrical 
maintenance when the lights behind 
Manchester Way and Brampton Court 
shorted out, requiring new cable and 
resetting of electrical poles, an $8,000 
surprise. 

 Expenditures from the restricted 
reserve, for the wall and streets, are a 
surprise.  The wall was extensively 
repaired in 2005, even re-pointing and 
re-building a few sections.  That work 
has held up well.  However, we still have 
the legacy of a substandard repair some 
years before, and it is that mortar that is 
falling out and exposing rebar.  Our bill 
this time is far smaller--$4,500--than 
2005s $46,000.  The balance of over 
$18,000 will be for streets.  Based on our 
interim reserve analysis last June, 

concluding our streets were in better 
shape than expected and permitting us to 
defer planned replacement from 2011 to 
2014, we did not anticipate spending 
anything on streets or otherwise out of 
the restricted reserve until 2010.  
However, the winter was not kind to our 
streets, and there is more deterioration 
than anticipated.  So, we will expend 
almost $23,000 from that reserve this 
year when not many months ago we 
planned to spend zero. 

 This is a reminder of why it is 
important to continue with our annual 
multi-year budget planning projections, 
in which we look out over 7 years.  We 
can factor in the annual “surprises” and 
determine if we are sufficiently reserved, 
not only for next year but several years 
out.  The Board concluded in 2007 that 
in out-years we were getting 
uncomfortably close to the line, which 
led us to increase dues $25 per month 
effective January 2008. This increase 
was the first increase since January 
2004, when we created the restricted 
reserve, and the first increase for 
operations since January 2000. 

 Landscape Advisory Committee 
The Board also agreed, unanimously,  
and with Roger’s strong endorsement,  
to create a Landscape Advisory 
Committee, reporting to the Board, 
though consulting with Roger.  Its pur-
pose is two-fold:  (1) Prepare a baseline 
review of the Community’s landscape, 
with recommendations to the Board 
within 60 days; and (2) monitor 
landscape conditions on an on-going 
basis, reporting findings to the Board 
and Property Manager.  Roger is here all 
the time, but he can’t be everywhere all 
the time.  Similarly, Board members 
may, or may not, note deficiencies. We 
need more structured surveillance.  After 



all, it is our landscape that lends so much 
to the ambience of the Mews. 

Committee members would be 
appointed to serve two-year terms, with 
the Board designating the Chairman.  
We aren’t looking for a large cast, 
perhaps half a dozen residents with a 
passion for gardening and an 
appreciation for quality landscaping, 
who can give of their talents and a bit of 
their time.  I would hope to have 
volunteers designated at the June 10 
Board meeting, with the baseline report 
due to the Board by September 1, in 
plenty of time to consider any cost-
generating recommendations in time for 
our October approval of the 2010 
budget. 

 It is also important to clarify 
what this Committee isn’t.  It is not 
another layer of decision, requiring the 
Board to first obtain the approval of the 
Committee on landscape matters, nor is 
the Committee authorized to interpose 
itself between contractors and the 
Property Manager.  Roger remains the 
sole contact for our contractors.  The 
Landscape Committee will be advisory 
to the Board, with full consultation with 
the Property Manager. 

 Please let me know directly if 
you wish to be considered for this 
appointment.  Email me at 
bwood@aiadc.org or call 703-212-9732. 
 Covenants – Interim Covenants 
Committee Chairman Dick Fiske 
reported that spring inspection letters 
were about to go out.  It has taken more 
time than anticipated to clarify 
inspection findings initially completed 
by RCS Management, but that is now 
complete and RCS will be mailing letters 
shortly.  Overall, Dick and the 
Committee are very satisfied with the 
quality of work RCS has done.   

 On a related matter, a handful of 
covenants issues are outstanding 
(remaining unresolved) with specific 
residents, notwithstanding the Covenants 
Committee’s repeated letters requesting 
compliance.  The Board has been 
apprised of these matters and will be 
considering appropriate enforcement 
steps in the near future, absent those 
residents’ cooperation.  It may seem 
painstakingly slow to resolve these 
conflicts, because the Covenants 
Committee and Board wish to give 
residents the benefit of doubt and to 
provide sufficient notice of any 
enforcement action, which can include 
having the work done at a resident’s 
expense.  However, at some point, the 
Board will be required to act, if we are 
going to have architectural standards that 
mean anything.  In the meantime, please 
be advised that it is NOT OK to: 
 

• Paint your doors; 
• Leave trash cans outside other 

than on trash day; 
• Re-landscape your yard without 

Covenants Committee approval 
and to install sculpture and 
fencing that otherwise violates 
the standards; and 

• Install replacement doors, 
fiberglass or wood that is not in 
the original design, or to paint 
said doors in lieu of staining.  

If you are planning modifications to 
the exterior of your home – any 
modification – please consult the 
Architectural Standards posted on the 
website and obtain Covenants 
Committee approval ahead of time.  You 
may reach Dick Fiske by emailing 
covenants@landmarkmews.com.  Any 
modification requires notice to your 
adjacent neighbors, who must sign a 



form, also available on the website or 
through Dick. 
 That’s all for this month.  Our 
June meeting, on the 10th, will be at 
Delia Riso’s home, 6269 Chaucer View 
Circle, beginning at 7 PM.  Contact me: 
bwood@aiadc.org. 
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of Fred and 
Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark 
Mews homeowners. 
FOR SALE 6268 MASEFIELD CT $479.000  
FOR RENT 6368 BRAMPTON CT $2,650  

 
JOIN TOGETHER TO SALUTE 
ROLLING THUNDER XXII ON 
SUNDAY, MAY 24 AT 9:30 AM 
 
The Mews Social Committee welcomes 
Mews residents and friends to join in 
showing support to the motorcycle riders 
of Rolling Thunder as they drive past on 
I-395. This is a real tradition at the 
Mews and one we hope you will adopt 
as your own. Bring your U.S. flags (the 
bigger the better) to the intersection of 
Stulz and Stevenson—you’ll have a 
good view, and the riders will appreciate 
your taking the time to honor their fallen  
Comrades. 
 
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 
FORMING 

The LMCA Board of Directors is 
seeking to form an advisory 
committee to make 
recommendations on com-munity 
landscaping. If you have an interest 
in, and eye for, landscaping, and are 
willing to serve a 2-year term, 
contact Bruce Wood. 
 
FOR SALE: Floor-length balloon-style 
yellow silk curtains, fit end-unit master 

bedroom 3-wide windows. Price is nego-
tiable. Grace Hughes, 703-461-9415. 
 
PROTECTION FROM COSTLY 
WATER LINE AND WATER 
HEATER REPLACEMENT  
Dominion Products and Services, 1-866-
645-9811, offers insurance to cover 
water lines (from home to curb) and 
water heaters. Don’t learn the high costs 
of water-line or water-heater replace-
ment the hard way. Insurance ($9.45 a 
month for water line and $4.95 for water 
heater) could save thousands of dollars. 
BOARD MEETING DATES 
* PLEASE NOTE CHANGES FROM APRIL 
MEWS NEWS* 
 
*June 10—Delia Riso, 6269 Chaucer View 
Circle 
July 8—Marty McDonald, 6318 Manchester 
Way 
August 12—Bill Gaffney, 6317 Manchester Way 
*September 9—Siham Wehbi, 6270 Chaucer 
Lane 
October 14—Roger Casalengo, 6325 Manchester 
Way 
*November 11—Linda Carter, 6304 Chaucer 
View Circle 
December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton 
Court 
Meetings begin at 7:00pm 

ARCHITECTUAL STANDARDS—
COVENANTS REMINDER: 

Any alteration to the outside of homes – 
paint color, landscaping changes, front 
door replacements, windows, or any 
structural modifications – must have 
Covenants Committee approval.  
Consult the Architectural Standards at 
www.landmarkmews.com and receive 
approval ahead of time to avoid a 
compliance headache later. 


