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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
At our October meeting on the 7th, the 
Board approved the 2010 budget, 
discussed funding a few projects 
remaining on the 2009 to-do list, and 
approved a new contract with RCS 
Management for covenants inspections 
and broadening their responsibilities.   
 Financial report – Treasurer 
Marty McDonald gave us an up-to-date 
status of our accounts.  Generally, we 
remain in good shape in our Operations 
Budget (“unrestricted reserve”) but will 
need to monitor our spending closely 
over the rest of the year.  As with any 
budget, there are innumerable moving 
parts, with anticipated spending higher  

in some areas and lower in others.  We 
need to continue adjusting and 
transferring funds among accounts, as 
necessary and prudent.  Thus, our 
spending in Contract Expenditures 
(“Bucket 1”) is coming in somewhat 
lower than anticipated (about $2,000) 
because of lower trash collection costs  
(we negotiated and implemented a 
revised 3-year contract July 1st, several 
months earlier than planned and at a 
lower cost than we assumed in the 2009 
budget).   
Spending in Other Mandatory Expenses 
(“Bucket 2”) is both higher and lower 
among specific accounts, and we are not 
yet certain whether we will end the year 
over or under budget.  The wild card is 
snow – how much, if any – and the 
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impact on our snow account.  If we 
overdraw that account and cannot cover 
the costs elsewhere in the budget, we can 
draw on our snow-removal fallback 
contingency reserve of an additional 
$10,000. To exceed that, we’d need 
snow in December like Buffalo receives.  
We are considerably higher in our water 
account, with 3rd quarter costs running 
about $2,000 over budget.  Water use 
was higher, as is its underlying cost.  In 
other accounts, we’re on track or lower.  
Spending in Other Maintenance & 
Services (“Bucket 3”) is somewhat over 
budget, primarily because of July and 
August watering costs for new plantings 
along Stevenson Avenue.  We have 
shifted funds from our Projects account 
to cover these costs and anticipated 
additional costs budgeted through the 
end of the year.  Thus, our Projects 
account is somewhat less than 
anticipated, so we have deferred for now 
two projects planned for the next month: 
replacing stone in the three alleys and 
removing a number of dead trees from 
the berm.  We’ll take another look at 
doing this work in November or, if 
necessary, December. 
Meanwhile, the berm path will be sealed 
to better preserve it.  That $1,200 cost is 
paid out of our restricted reserve so is 
not implicated in our Operations Budget, 
discussed above.          

Property report – As noted 
above, the Board deferred two projects 
until later in the year.  We did approve 
minor funding to correct a drainage 
problem on common property behind a 
resident’s home on Manchester Way.   

  
Covenants report – Interim 

Covenants Committee Chairman Dick 
Fiske reported that fall inspections were 

completed about two weeks ago and 
letters will be sent shortly to residents 
with still-outstanding issues.  Only a few 
homeowners have issues, and Dick will 
be bringing them to the Board for 
enforcement decisions in coming weeks.  
Overall, Dick and RCS were impressed 
with the extent of residents’ compliance 
with spring inspection corrections; our 
community really does look good and is 
among the best RCS has seen.   
The Board unanimously approved a new 
contract with RCS for 2010, at the same 
cost as this year: $1,250 for both 
inspections.  We also granted them 
authority to prepare sellers’ HOA 
packages, heretofore prepared by 
Treasurer Marty McDonald.  Effective 
January 1, sellers or buyers will contact 
RCS for the HOA documents.  Details 
will be provided in coming weeks.  We 
are taking this step upon the advice of 
our outside counsel, in light of 
legislation enacted last year extensively 
amending the Virginia Property Owners’ 
Association Act which, in part, added 
new requirements for content and 
transmittal of seller packages.  The only 
“cost” is foregoing any income we 
would earn in providing the packages, 
offset by the cost of their production.  
Bottom line, we anticipate an anticipated 
net “cost” of $300.   

Personnel – The Board 
unanimously approved a new secretary, 
in view of Karen Kovach’s planned 
move early in 2010.  She is Heather 
McGhee who is an administrative 
assistant with the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery, 
located in Old Town Alexandria.  
Heather has worked there about a year,  
before which she worked nine years for 
U.S. News & World Report.  She will 
not only assume the secretarial duties 



mandated in the by-laws – taking 
minutes, updating the Book of 
Resolutions and the residents’ directory 
– but also editing the Mews News and 
maintaining the vehicle decal program, 
as has Karen. Additionally, Heather will 
assume webmaster responsibilities as 
well.  In sum, she will be effectively the 
chief administrative officer of the 
Association.  Her compensation will be 
$300 per month; and her appointment is 
effective with November’s Board 
meeting on the 11th.     
The Board is grateful for Karen’s service 
these past few years and wishes Larry 
and her well in their move to South 
Carolina in a few months.  I also wish to 
thank the long-serving current 
webmaster, Estella Laguna, for her work 
in not only maintaining the website but 
in its creation in 2004.  Although we 
now employ a contractor to do the actual 
posting, this is work Estella did herself 
until about three years ago.  The 
webmaster remains the point of contact 
for the website – requesting passwords 
and other inquiries – and for keeping the 
website current.    

Meet-the-Candidates – Many 
thanks to the Social Committee, headed 
by Linda Childs, for organizing on 
behalf of the Board the meet-the-
candidates reception in Manchester Park 
this past Sunday, October 4.  About 45 
residents showed up, the weather was 
perfect, and the setting afforded an 
opportunity for residents to discuss 
Mews issues with the four candidates for 
the Board.   

Annual Meeting – The annual 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday 
October 15, at 8 PM, at the Samuel 
Tucker Elementary School in Cameron 
Station.  We will not be in the cafeteria 
this year, as in past years.  Another 

group has taken our spot.  We will be 
upstairs in a smaller room.  There is an 
elevator available.  Parking will be tight, 
so I suggest residents arrive extra early 
and/or car-pool.   
That’s it for this month.  The next Board 
meeting will be Wednesday November 
11, at 7 PM, at the home of Linda Carter, 
6304 Chaucer View Circle.  Contact me: 
bwwood@aiadc.org. 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR 
“FRIENDLY” NEIGHBORHOOD 
BURGLAR 

Of course I look familiar—I was here 
last week cleaning your carpets, painting 
your shutters, fixing your fence, 
polishing your floor, installing….Hey, 
thanks for letting me use your bathroom. 
While I was in your house I unlocked the 
back door, second-floor window, gate…, 
to make my return a little easier.  
Yes, I really DO look for newspapers 
piled up in your driveway or porch: 
same for flyers; also trash and recycling 
bins left our all day—might as well put 
up a “not at home” sign. 
I always knock first. If you answer, I’ll 
ask for directions or offer a service. 
I want to get in and out of your house as 
fast as possible. I usually will not take 
time to search children’s rooms or other 
bedrooms besides the master bedroom. 
And I will not usually take the time to 
break into any safes; but if it is not 
bolted down, I will take it with me. 

TIPS FROM YOUR FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH: 
Be a good neighbor: put newspapers 
where they cannot be seen from the 
street and flyers inside the outer door, if 
possible. Bins should be placed behind 
bushes or at least by the garage door—
not left on the sidewalk. 
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This winter, if you will be away from 
home for any length of time, ask a 
neighbor to make tire tracks and 
footprints from sidewalk leading to 
garage after a snowfall. It would be even 
better if a neighbor would shovel the 
driveway and walk. 
Please call a member of Neighborhood 
Watch and/or the police if you are at all 
suspicious of someone at your door. 
At night, different lights set on different 
timers are helpful. Better yet, leave a 
television on where its light can be seen 
in a window. Or use a $35.00 device that 
mimics a television’s flickering glow. 
(Available at faketv.com). During the 
day, a radio playing that can be heard 
through the front door might deter 
burglars. 
 To be continued. 
Neighborhood Watch Captain, Joel 
Kaplan (h) 703-461-3166 (c) 703-346-2672  
 
Board Meeting Dates/Host: 
November 11/Linda Carter 
  6269 Chaucer View Circle 
December 9/Bruce Wood 
  6362 Brampton Court 
 
For Sale:  
Stair Master, Free Climber 4600 PT 
Owner’s Manual, Video included 
Contact Iris Smith, 703-370-2092 
 
Put Your Car Keys Beside Your Bed 
at Night (a pretty neat idea from a 
Neighborhood Watch coordinator) 
If you hear a noise outside your home or 
someone trying to get in your house, just 
press the panic button for your car. The 
alarm will be set off, and the horn will 
continue to sound until you turn it off (or 
the car battery dies). It won’t take long 
before all your neighbors are looking out 
their windows to see who’s out there. 

Test it to see if it works if you park in 
your driveway or garage. If your car 
alarm goes off when someone is trying 
to break into your house, odds are the 
intruder won’t stick around. And 
remember to carry your keys while 
walking to your car in a parking lot.  
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of 
Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, 
Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 
FOR RENT: 6254 MASEFIELD CT 
$2,700 
FOR SALE:  6268 MASEFIELD CT 
$488,900 
FOR SALE: 6314 MANCHESTER 
WAY   $559,959 
FOR SALE: 6320 MANCHESTER 
WAY   $695,000 
FOR SALE: 6325 CHAUCER VIEW 
CIRCLE $595,000 
 
 


