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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

SEPTEMBER 2008 
 September’s Board meeting 
focused on our 2009 budget and 
approval of the berm pathway project. 

 2009 Budget – At its August 
meeting, the Board approved revisions to 
its multiyear budget plan, in which we 
look out 7 years, incorporating 
infrastructure replacement, maintenance 
assumptions, and estimated operational 
expenses.  In so doing, the specific 
numbers are less important than the 
longer term trends--the objective is to 
ensure we are on a safe financial glide 
path. The plan incorporates a revised 
infrastructure replacement schedule, 
based on our revised reserve study, 
reported in June, which concludes we  

 

 

 

can safely defer replacement of streets 
and major concrete work a few more 
years.   

      At the September meeting, our 
focus shifted to next year, with 
discussion of a draft 2009 budget 
Treasurer Marty McDonald presented.  
The Board will approve a 2009 budget at 
its October meeting.  In the first two 
categories of our operational budget – 
contract expenses and other mandatory 
expenses – the most questionable areas 
remain trash collection (our contract 
expires October 1, and we will be 
rebidding in the spring) and utilities 
(electricity and water).  Our insurance 
will be higher, as well, if only because 
the law now requires us to have higher 
fidelity limits.  Whatever we spend in 
these two budget areas dictates how 
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much flexibility we have to take on 
additional work, maintaining the 
ambience in our community.  This work 
includes anything not constituting major 
infrastructure, which is paid out of our 
restricted reserve and funded with $25 of 
your $150 monthly dues.  The con-
siderable work done this year, rebuilding 
the two brick pathways from Chaucer 
View Circle to Landmark Mews Drive 
and the start of a major improvement on 
the berm were paid out of this account.  
So too the major (and unbudgeted) 
electrical repair behind Manchester Way 
and Brampton Court, when a short in the 
line required us to lay new cable and 
rebuild each light stand.   

 Marty provided the Board with a 
comprehensive “Budget History,” a 
retrospective from 2002 through 2008, 
detailing our expenditures category by 
category. It is an impressive compila-
tion, not only assisting us now but 
providing an important archive for future 
boards.  It will be posted on the website, 
along with other financial reports.  I 
much appreciate Marty undertaking what 
was a very time-consuming project.   

 Along with final approval of the 
2009 budget at our October meeting, 
Property Manager Roger Casalengo will 
present an initial list of projects for next 
year.  The Board will tentatively approve 
this work, dependent on forthcoming 
estimates and decisions next year on 
obligating funds.   

 Berm pathway – After con-
siderable discussion of submitted bids, 
the Board approved two contracts: 
resurfacing the berm path and extending 
the path to Chaucer View Circle.  The 
first contract is $10,132, for resurfacing 
and installing a new asphalt path from 
the current path to the rear fence line of 
5208 Cottingham Place.  The second 
contract, for $8,800, is for installing a 
brick pathway from the rear of the fence 
line to Chaucer View Circle.  The incline 
will be “stepped” and a retaining wall 

built along the sloping side of Delia 
Riso’s home, 6269 Chaucer View Circle, 
on the other side of the pathway.  Roger 
anticipates this work being completed 
during October.  Thanks again to Delia 
for granting an easement over her 
property for the path.       

 Security survey – Please send in 
your survey, if you have not already 
done so.  Although the survey has a 
September 15 deadline, we will not be 
tabulating results for several more days, 
so there’s still time.  I hope you take this 
opportunity to share your views with us.   

 Playing children – I received 
recently a notice from concerned 
residents about children playing in the 
street. We should be concerned always 
about the safety of children in our 
community, and I know the concerns 
expressed were sincere.  I remind all 
parents to be mindful of where their 
children may be. I also remind adults to 
be extra careful in driving through our 
neighborhood.  Our community has an 
increasing number of children, but there 
isn’t a playground option for them, 
consigning them to streets or other 
common areas.  There are no rules 
against children playing in the streets, 
but there are rules against speeding on 
our streets.  So, please beware.  

 Mews Social Planned – The 
Social Committee has scheduled a “Meet 
Your Neighbor and Your Board” 
reception on Sunday October 5, from 4 
to 6 PM, at 6362 and 6360 Brampton 
Court, on the shared driveways.  The 
Social Committee will distribute flyers 
with details, but pencil in the date.      

 Elections; Annual Meeting – 
Reminder: If you want to run for one of 
the three seats opening up, have your 
petition signed by at least 5 owners and 
submit it to Elections Committee 
Chairman Leo Childs, 6329 Chaucer 
View Circle, by 5 PM September 26. 
Ballots will be mailed shortly thereafter. 



Residents can mail their ballot or bring it 
to the annual meeting, where ballots will 
be tabulated and results announced. 

The annual meeting is 8 PM Thursday 
October 16 at the Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School in Cameron Station. 

Next meeting is Wednesday 
October 8 at Loren Sciurba’s home, 
6309 Manchester Way, 7:00 PM.   

Community Social 
Meet Your Neighbors & Meet Your 
Landmark Mews Board Members 
COME ONE COME ALL: Sunday, 
October 5, from 4pm to 6pm, in front of 
6360 and 6362 Brampton Court. With 
the upcoming Annual Homeowner’s 
Association Meeting, this is a great 
opportunity to get to know your 
neighbors and the Board members who 
represent us. Light hors d-oeuvres will 
be served. Please feel free to BYOB 
(bottled water will be supplied). 

2008 LIGHT THE NIGHT 
WALK, OCTOBER 18th 
Help raise funds to find a cure for blood 
cancers (leukemia and lymphoma) while 
enjoying a fun night out, including food 
and music. Everyone is invited: adults 
and children. The 2-mile walk along 
Pennsylvania Avenue—to the Capitol 
and back—starts at 6:00 pm from 
Freedom Plaza (13th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue). All registered fund-raising 
participants will receive a t-shirt, and for 
donations of $25.00 or more, an 
illuminated balloon. One of the teams 
will be walking in memory of Arnie 
Laidig. Col. Laidig, a long-time resident 
of Landmark Mews, died of cancer this 
past January. Everyone participating 
must complete the registration form. Join 
as a Walker or donate at 
http://teams.lightthenight.org/arnielaidigt
eam. Or call Judy Laidig, 703-370-4851. 

Help Keep Landmark 
Mews Safe by Practicing 
Good Personal Security 

Please keep your front-door lights on 
from dusk to dawn, or install a motion 
sensor, and keep backyards lighted. 
 
Here are some measures you can easily 
take to help keep your home and family 
safe: 

keep doors locked with a deadbolt 
that has a minimum one-inch throw; 
install a peephole that has a 180-
degree view; secure sliding glass 
door and windows against forcing 
the locks or lifting out of the frame; 
and secure basement and ground-
level windows.  

 

Sump Pump Maintenance 

Sump pumps and water pressure 
regulators have approximately 10-year 
life span; Failure of either can cause 
extensive water damage in your home's 
lower level. Like many other home 
appliances, a sump pump requires 
maintenance. 

It is often recommended that you do 
not clean the sump pump yourself but 
leave that task to someone who is 
qualified. However, you can pour white 
vinegar through the unit which will help 
eliminate any build-up in the system. 
Sump pumps have screens or openings 
where the water enters the pump. These 
sometimes get clogged and require 
cleaning by a professional. 

Some manufacturers recommend the 
sump pump be run and tested every 
two to three months and others 
recommend that a yearly cleaning 
program be completed before the rainy 
season hits. Below are some tips 
regarding sump pump maintenance: 
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• fill the sump pit with water to 
make sure the pump is working 
properly.  

• go outside to check that the pump 
is actually discharging water 
(sometimes the pump will run 
but it won’t pump any water out).  

• check that the operation of the 
float is not restricted.  

• clean the air hole in the discharge 
line.  

• listen for any strange noises 
coming from the motor.  

• replace the battery on the back-
up sump pump every second or 
third year.  

Cleaning and maintaining your sump 
pump properly and regularly will extend 
its lifespan. 

Dominion Products and Services, 1-866-
645-9811, offers insurance that covers 
water-line replacement from your home 
to the curb for $4.95 per month. Their 
Water Heater replacement program is 
also $4.95 per month. 
 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of 
Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, 
Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 

FOR SALE @$519,900 
 6268 MASEFIELD COURT 
FOR SALE @$569,000 
 5291 COTTINGHAM PL 
FOR SALE @$571,000 
 6364 BRAMPTON COURT 
FOR SALE @$579,000 (or 
RENT @$3,000) 
 6314 MANCHESTER WAY 
FOR SALE @$585,000 
 6313 CHAUCER VIEW CIR 
CONTRACT @$615,000 
 6271 CHAUCER VIEW CIR  
RENTED @$2400 6307 CHAUC LN 
 "     @$3000 6277 CVC 
 
 

Keep it Green Computer 
Recycling 

Computers contain materials that could 
be dangerous if left in a landfill. 
Recycling keeps these hazards out of our 
environment. Donated computers are 
disassembled so their component parts 
can be reused. Most materials are 
accepted for free, but there is a $10 
charge per monitor to defray the cost of 
handling the materials and properly 
recycling the lead found in cathode ray 
tubes. Those donating computes will 
receive documentation for tax purposes. 

Equipment can be dropped off at 
ServiceSource, 6295 Edsall Road Suite 
175; phone: 703-461-6000. 
ServiceSource, Inc. is an affiliate of the 
ServiceSource Network—a not-for-
profit 501©(3) organization. 
ServiceSource offers rehabilitation and 
employment services to people with 
disabilities. 
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