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  President’s Message 

  The LMCA Board of Directors wishes everyone a very happy and prosperous 2014.   

  We began 2014 with some of the coldest weather to hit our area in many years.  Who had even heard of 

the Polar Vortex?   

There was some concern as to how our town homes would hold up, given that construction was begun in 

1986.  Fortunately, we dodged a bullet and only one home had any damage due to freezing pipes and that 

home had a collapsed ceiling and significant water damage.  So, warning to the wise: when winter 

approaches in 2014, turn off the water in the basement and then drain the faucets in both the front and 

back yards.   

From the perspective of the Board of Directors, the Community had a very good 2013.   
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In January 2013, two new members were added to the Board.  Jerry Putman was elected President and 

Charles Cureton was elected Vice-President.   

In May, we hired a professional financial management company, SCS.  If any of you had lived through 

the monthly dues billing process, you would have a better appreciation of what it means to have a 

professional company handling the dues billing today.   

Here is an example of what it took to get the monthly bills out: 

A few days before the bills were actually printed, folded and placed in stamped envelopes, every single 

homeowners’ account had to looked at and then manual entries made to update the accounting software so 

that a completely accurate invoice/homeowner statement could be printed and sent out, together with the 

Mews News.  All 148 envelopes had to be either given to the mailman or taken to the closest postoffice. 

The effort to complete this labor-intensive task was not only time consuming but expensive and it was 

certainly not effective.  The transition to SCS was lengthy but not without some extraordinary effort on 

part of our Interim Treasurer, Christine Dale.   

The single most important question in the minds of many of our homeowners is how are we doing 

financially?  Are we solvent and are there any surprises on the horizon?  The answer to both those 

questions is that we are in an excellent financial position.  Our cash reserve is robust and we are prepared 

for any unknown contingency, save a natural disaster, such as an earthquake or a hurricane.  That is not to 

say that we don’t have some things in need of repair or refurbishment.   

Our mailboxes are old and some are difficult to lock, so our Property Manager, Roger Casalengo, is 

researching replacements and will bring these proposals to the Board at the February meeting.  The US 

Post Office has no funds (they are $16BN in the red) and our boxes are too old to repair.  This is not 

about going to pick up the mail with a smile on our faces thinking what beautiful post office boxes we 

have. It is about protecting homeowner mail and the cost is not inexpensive, as we are looking at $25,000 

to $30,000 to replace all the boxes.  More to follow. 

We also need to seal the roads to ensure we are maintaining them for the long term.  Additionally, the 

gutters and curbs need to be redone and our Property Manager has this on his spring “To Do” list., along 

with walkway work throughout the Community.  

We did some major landscaping upgrades this fall and the Community looks great.  Many guests to the 

Community tell the homeowners they are visiting how well it is maintained.  And we all know the best 

advertisement for a homeowner trying to sell their property is a well-maintained Community.  Much of 

this effort goes to the Covenants’ Committee, headed by Bill Evinger.  Bill and his Committee conduct 

front to rear inspections of our homes every spring and homeowners are requested to make any required 

repairs, prior to the fall re-inspection. 

Bill reports the cooperation on the part of our homeowners this year greatly exceeded previous years.  So, 

thanks to you our Landmark Mews Homeowners – you make the difference.  There was great cooperation 

between our Community and our contractor for trash pick-up.  Arrangements were made to ensure an 

orderly pick-up of trash during the Holiday season and also periods of inclement weather.   



The sound wall is progressing, despite the cold weather.  All reports indicate the work is on a glide path to 

be completed in advance of the 2014 time line.  What a relief it will be to have our sound wall and 

landscaping completed with an adequate irrigation system installed.  While this will significantly enhance 

the appearance of Stevenson Avenue, the parking on this public road by the taxi cabs and contractor 

vehicles cannot be precluded. 

We had our Annual Meeting in October 2013 and while attendance was in line with previous years, it was 

not what I expected.  And it is always the same 25 – 30 that show up year after year.  We had two Board 

vacancies to fill and fortunately, we had two candidates: Bill Gaffney who serves on the current Board, 

was re-elected and our newly elected member is Vicky Gaston.  Vicky, we welcome you to the LMCA 

Board of Directors. 

It was an interesting voter turnout for this election was somewhat reduced from previous years.  All I can 

say is:  “If you don’t vote, you don’t have a right to bitch about who is elected”.   

We’ll have a minimum of two Board vacancies in 2014, so if you want to make a difference to our 

Community, please consider becoming a candidate.   

I’ve said this before – if you don’t think you like the answer, don’t ask the question.  So here is the offer; 

send me an e-mail (Jerry.Putman@cox.net) and provide me with the one, repeat ONE thought/idea or 

recommendation that you would like addressed in 2014 by the LMCA Board of Directors. 

So here we go as we are off and running in 2014.  May the sun be in your face and the wind at your back. 

Property Manager’s Report 

Dominion VA Power Products and Services Department (866 645 9811) offers insurance for a variety of 

services.  Water line replacement which runs from the street to your home can cost as much as $4000.00 

to replace.  If you have this insurance ($4.99 per month) , Dominion will cover the replacement of your 

water line.  The company also offers the same protection for water heater repair and replacement for a 

cost of $5.95 per month.  If the heater cannot be repaired, Dominion will replace it. 

Parking and Decal policy Reminder 

The Board wishes to remind all Landmark Mews homeowners that all their cars must have a parking 

decal that can be obtained from the Property Manager.  If you buy a new car, you cannot transfer the 

decal from another vehicle to the new one.  To obtain the requisite decal(s), send the following 

information to Roger (rocky6325@aol.com): Name, address, make of car, color, license plate 

information, telephone number and e-mail address.   

 The “Visitor” lots on Bedlington Terrace & Manchester Way are NOT to be used for 

convenience or overflow parking.   

 Homeowner/Resident vehicles must display a Landmark Mews decal.  Contact Roger 

Casalengo for parking decals. 

 Homeowners and residents are NOT allowed to park in Visitor spaces between 10a.m. 

and 8p.m daily. 

 Guests must display a note on their dash indicating which property they are visiting. 
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