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What’s New in Landmark Mews 

 

Thanks to Jerry Putman, the LMCA president for the last 3 years and also Noreen Hagerty-Ford (his VP) 

as well as Bill Gaffney, another Board member who all left the Board in December 2015.   

 

The new e-mail address for the LMCA president is:   lmcapresident@yahoo.com 

 

There are three new Board members: Martin Knudsen, who is also our new VP, Patricia Hughes & 

Christopher Thompson – welcome and thank you for volunteering to serve Landmark Mews. 

 

You will continue to receive e-mails on updates in the community and other important information.  If 

you aren’t on the distribution list and wish to be, send me your e-mail.  

  

Incident on Stevenson Avenue cul-de-sac 

 

On the evening of 9 January, a homeowner on Manchester Way heard what she thought were gunshots 

and informed Roger Casalengo, the property manager.  Unfortunately, he did not get the message until the 

next day when the Fairfax County Police were told and promptly arrived to gather evidence and check the 

scene.  Some shell casings were removed and the police thoroughly searched the area. 

 

Some of you may be reluctant to get law enforcement involved, thinking that it might be a waste of time 

to call police to the neighborhood for something that turns out to be a false alarm.  Here is what the 

Fairfax County Police told Roger: if you see something, say something.  In this case, if you hear 

something, call the Police.  They also advised that in cases where you think it might be gunfire, do not 

hesitate to call 911.  The non-emergency number (703 691 2131) is precisely for those less urgent cases. 

 

There was an obvious time lag here between the incident and the police being notified but thankfully, 

nobody was hurt and the police did not find any material damage to any of the cars parked along the 

avenue.   

 

Before leaving, the officers stressed that they would rather come out immediately after being advised of a 

possible shooting incident, than arrive 24 hours after the fact. 

 

Let’s work with the Fairfax County Police and follow their advice: if you see or hear something 

suspicious, call the Police immediately.  You can then advise Roger about the incident but the primary 

focus has to be getting law enforcement here as soon as possible. 

 

Lost SCS payment coupon books  

 

A couple of homeowners contacted me about not receiving their SCS payment coupon books for the 

LMCA monthly dues.  SCS sent these out at the beginning of November and the only plausible 

explanation for the missing books is that they might have got lost in the mail.  If you use coupon books to 

pay SCS instead of any other e-payment method, please send me an e-mail if you haven’t received your 

book and I will let SCS know. 

 

Homeowner Tips 

 

We are now well into winter and here’s a helpful tip from Rita Hare, one of our original owners in 

Landmark Mews.  Rita passed on this information about getting rid of water completely in the pipes that 

lead out to the back spigot.  Those of you who live on Masefield Court and Manchester Way know that 

it’s particularly cold as the sun hardly ever gets on to the back decks at this time of year, so ensure that 

your spigots at the wall outside are turned off.  Once you turn off the supply line in your basement, go 

back out and slowly turn on the spigot again about half a turn. This lets in air which should push all the 



water back that might be remaining in the pipes.  Find the brass/metal valve near the shut off valve on 

your pipes.  Unscrew this slowly as water will spurt out; place a bucket/container underneath to collect 

any overflow.  The back flow tends to be around 4 – 5 cups; this is definitely better out of your pipes than 

inside, where it could expand on very cold days and burst.   

 

This simple maintenance could save you lots of inconvenience – and potential repairs of burst pipes, wet 

ceilings/carpets and cleaning up. 

 

Last year, another of our homeowners, Gary Bauer who is a Mechanical Engineer, gave us some sound 

advice about defrosting frozen pipes.  During a particularly bad cold spell in 2015, some of you did not 

have water as the pipe leading into the house from outside froze.  Here’s a recap of what Gary advised:  

Remove the water meter cover located in the pavement at the front of the property.  Connect a trouble 

light to an extension cord and lower this carefully into the man-hole, placing it next to the water meter.  

Carefully place the man-hole cover back, resting it partly on a large screwdriver to prevent damage to the 

extension cord.  While the pipe defrosts, turn on the water faucet in the foyer bathroom slightly. Within a 

short period, the water should start flowing through the pipes. 

 

Here’s Gary’s advice to prevent frozen pipes from even happening in the first place.  Buy some styrofoam 

chips (available at packing stores, Home Depot). Place some in a plastic bag to half-fill the bag.  Fill 2 – 3 

bags and before the freezing weather hits, place these in the man-hole where your water line is located.  

DO NOT simply put the styrofoam chips into the man-hole without a bag.  You will need to remove 

the bags once the weather gets warm and frankly, it’s a messy and time-consuming job to be reaching 

down into the man-hole trying to pick up individual pieces of styrofoam.   

 

Thanks to Rita & Gary for sharing their home maintenance tips with the community.   

 

A really worthy cause – please help 

 

GENTLY-USED CHILDREN'S BOOKS NEEDED!  

  

*Have your children or grandchildren outgrown their books for ages infant to teen years? 

*Are you trying to find space on your bookshelves for new purchases? 

*Are you tired of that old box of kids' books gathering dust in your basement or attic? 

*Do you have a friend, neighbor, or family member who might like to do any of the above? 

 

There is a great place that will be happy to have them- Children’s Nation Medical Center 

(affiliated with Children’s Hospital.)  Metropolitan Washington Mensa has partnered with the 

children's literacy nonprofit program, Reach Out and Read, to give books to children at well-

child visits. Children’s National Medical center sees more than 400 children a month, some of 

whom come from homes that do not have any books. There is a huge need for children’s 

books(new or gently used),  including bilingual books. 

The gift of a single book can help to change a child's life! 

 

If you have books to donate, please contact: 

Teresa Kaplan 
MWM Reach Out and Read Coordinator 

6309 Chaucer View Circle 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

703-346-2672 

tjkaplan2011@yahoo.com 

mailto:tjkaplan2011@yahoo.com


Help our community look nice! 

 

On recycling days, please help the Mews to remain neat by breaking down your cardboard containers and 

securing them so they don’t blow across/down the street or into your neighbors’ gardens. Empty 

cardboard containers are easily carried away by gusty winds and more often than not, tend to blow on to 

someone else’s property.  To avoid this happening, ensure you secure your recyclables.  Our recycling 

collectors pick up things that lie out in the street or that may have blown off the curb but don’t count on 

them doing this.  Do your part to keep Landmark Mews looking good. 

 

Property Manager report 

 

At the January 2016 Board meeting, Roger Casalengo advised everyone of the need to get insurance on 

the sewer line.  Recently, a homeowner had a broken sewer line, which resulted in costly repairs.  

Dominion Products and Services offer sewer line insurance, which will cover repair or replacement of a 

clogged exterior sewer line from your home to the municipal sewer.  Sewer line repairs can be costly 

especially when the line runs under paved surfaces.  The age of our homes brings the need for such 

coverage to the fore.  The last quote on the cost of coverage was $5.99 per month.  For additional 

information, call: (866) 645 9811. 

 

There has been a problem with Dominion Virginia Power coming to Stevenson Avenue to fix the downed 

light post that fell over in September.  They have been slow to respond to Roger’s repeated requests to 

erect another light post and he will contact them again to see if this can be made one of their repair work 

priorities.   

 

Please pick up after your pet 

 

Some homeowners have noticed the increase in the amount of pet waste on Stevenson Avenue. Regular 

readers of the Mews News will know that this is not the first time we have asked pet owners to be 

responsible and pick up after their pets. Not only is it a nuisance to those of us who use Stevenson 

Avenue as a regular exercise route but it is thoughtless and unsanitary for pet waste to sit out uncollected.  

It also detracts from the beauty of Landmark Mews and uncollected pet waste attracts rodents and pests 

that feed on it.  These same pests and rodents can spread disease to us so please pick up after your pets & 

don’t let the rest of us step in it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LANDMARK MEWS 

REAL ESTATE UPDATE – January 2016 
Updated on 1/14/16 1:56 PM 

 

Active Sales Listings 

 

5196 Bedlington Terrace  

 

Updated List Price: $569,900 (on 12/10/15) 

Original List Price: $589,900 

Original List Date: 11/13/15 

DOM: 48 days 

Status: Active 

 

5208 Bedlington Terrace 

 

Updated List Price: $708,000 (on 11/12/15) 

Original List Price: $724,900 

List Date: 10/21/15 

DOM: 71 days 

Status: Active 

 

5207 Cottingham Place  

 

Updated List Price: $569,900 (on 11/17/15) 

Original List Price: $579,900 

Original List Date: 9/24/15 

DOM: 98 days 

Status: Active 

 

6277 Chaucer View Circle 

 

Updated List Price: $585,000 (on 12/31/15) 

Updated List Price: $600,000 (on 11/21/15) 

Original List Price: $620,000 

Original List Date: 9/9/15 

DOM: 113 days 

Status: Active 

 

6308 Chaucer View Circle 

 

Updated List Price: $625,000 (on 8/1/15) 

Original List Price: $635,000 

Original List Date: 7/31/15 

DOM: 153 days 

Status: Active 

 

Parking Reminder 

 

Please remember that the Landmark Mews parking policy has provisions for both homeowners/residents 

and their guests.  Here are a few reminders: 

 



 The “Visitor” lots on Bedlington Terrace & Manchester Way are NOT to be used for 

convenience or overflow parking.   

 Homeowner/Resident vehicles must display a Landmark Mews decal.  Contact Roger Casalengo 

for parking decals & what information you need to give to obtain a decal. 

 Homeowners and residents are NOT allowed to park in Visitor spaces between 10a.m. and 8p.m 

daily.  

Homeowners, please remind your guests that they must display a note on their dash when visiting 

Landmark Mews with the address of the person/home they are visiting. 

 

 


