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What’s New in Landmark Mews 

 

One word: snow. 

 

We had an historic storm that started just after midday on 22 January and finally stopped about 36 hours later, 

but not without dropping 26” on Landmark Mews.   

 

Some homeowners braved the strong winds and heavy snow to go out and shovel at the height of the storm; 

others were up early on Sunday morning with their shovels when it had all stopped. 

 

To give us all perspective on what fell, here are some before & after photos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There was a lot of clearing up to do and thankfully, the plows came on Sunday to help with the process and 

numerous sweeps through the Mews were required.  Heavy equipment was also used to try and move the mound 

of snow on the end of Brampton Court so homeowners could have proper access to their properties. 

 

Some weather forecasters classified Storm Jonas as “a hundred year storm”.  If we don’t see the likes of Jonas 

again for at least that length of time, it won’t necessarily be a bad thing. 

 

Just one last thought about this storm: snow plowing.  I recognize that by bringing up this up, it is an emotive 

issue.  The huge snowfall created problems of where to put the white stuff and of course, how our streets were 

cleared/plowed – or not, as some homeowners lamented. 

 

We all have our opinions about how snow should be plowed and how “our side” of the street should be cleared.  

I would ask that homeowners please refrain from directing how plow drivers clear/plow the streets.  From a 

safety standpoint, I could not bear the thought of hearing of one of our homeowners being hurt because they got 

too close to the plow.  Bear in mind that these are drivers who have been trained to do this and our contract has 

the “curb to curb” clause.  It took us a couple of days but thanks to combinations of front end loaders and plows, 

we got there. 

 

A reminder about snow clearing 

Homeowners are reminded that when clearing their driveways & sidewalks, please do NOT throw out 

your snow into the street.  Use your garden instead. Not only is it inconsiderate, but think about these 

points: it makes the job of the plow driver much more difficult, increasing the time he spends on 

clearing the street and therefore our snow clearing costs go up.  Secondly, with the low temperatures, 

that snow on the street will freeze overnight, making it dangerous for drivers, dog walkers and your 

neighbors.  Please be considerate when you are clearing snow. 
 

 

Another unfortunate event in the cul-de-sac 

 

In January’s Mews News, I informed you of gunshots fired in the cul-de-sac on Stevenson Ave. This has 

happened again.  Late on 27 January, Paul Littman, one of our homeowners on Manchester Way, heard several 

gunshots and immediately had the presence of mind to follow Fairfax County Police instructions and call 911.  

The police came and took a statement from Paul & now have the shell casings 

 

Given the seriousness of unlawful/reckless discharge in the vicinity of our homes, the Property Manager and I 

went to the Franconia Road police station to speak to the officer who took charge of this case.  We have now 

submitted an “Extra Patrol” request and given Officer Kalivoda all the information he needed.  

 

Officer Kalivoda informed us of the need for continued vigilance. Again, if you hear something, don’t hesitate 

to call 911.  Under no circumstances should you venture outside to see for yourself what might have happened – 

let the police do that when they arrive.   

 

Be vigilant & follow police advice: if you see something, say something. 

 

Troubleshooting Electrical Problems 

 

I was recently made aware of an electrical problem that caused intermittent service for one of the community’s 

homeowners.  They informed Dominion Virginia Power, who subsequently arrived and carried out an inspection 

of the supply from the street into the homeowner’s property.  The inspection showed that nothing was 

interfering with or blocking power to this property and the homeowner sought further professional advice to 

resolve their problem.   

 



Given that the houses inside our community are about 30 years old and that a similar outage occurred in a 

property on Manchester Way almost exactly 3 years ago, the electrician who repaired this faulty circuit breaker 

and disconnect outside the property, suggested that all inside panels be inspected every 5 years to check for 

general maintenance & proper functionality.  

 

Homeowners should choose a professional electrician of their choice to carry out this maintenance if they deem 

it necessary.  An inspection of the outside disconnect/circuit breaker should also be included during this visit. 

 

Please stop feeding the wildlife inside our community 

 

At our February Board meeting, the subject of some homeowners feeding wildlife inside Landmark Mews was 

raised.  In 2002, the Board passed a resolution “to prohibit the feeding of wildlife and prohibit bird feeders” 

(R&D #02-23).  There have been no changes to this resolution since then. 

 

Some homeowners might ask what the harm is in feeding squirrels or having a bird feeder out on the back deck.  

Here’s an excerpt from an article published by the Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries: 

 

“Artificial feeding often creates a local nuisance by creating an abundance of certain animals in a relatively 

small area. Over time, fed animals tend to lose their fear of people and can become more bold or aggressive.”  

 

On the subject of certain animals, it’s not just cute squirrels that you might attract.  Vermin, namely rats/mice 

don’t see that nice cluster of food/bird seed on your deck as being solely for other cuddlier forms of wildlife.   

 

If you walk around Landmark Mews, you cannot fail to notice some of the very attractive gardens that our 

homeowners keep.  A lot of time and money have gone into making the gardens like this and I can almost 

guarantee that the homeowners who have taken such care to achieve this, do not appreciate finding lots of 

peanuts fed to the squirrels buried amongst their hydrangeas or hostas.   

 

Please stop feeding the wildlife – it is a messy nuisance and has environmental impacts not just on your 

neighbors but also the animals. 

 

TransUrban/VDOT presentation for Landmark Mews 

 

This presentation took place at the Beatley Central Library on 28 January.  The TransUrban representative Mike 

McGurk gave us a very interesting and informative presentation on the I-395 Express Lanes project.  This 

project would extend the 95 Express lanes for eight more miles to the DC line & construction is due to begin 

around spring 2017. Some of the benefits of this expansion would include reduced congestion, job creation, 

better HOV service and the generation of guaranteed transit funding.  A portion of the tolls would be used 

annually to provide better bus services.  For details on this project and to see exactly what is planned, visit: 

395ExpressLanes.com 

 

 

LANDMARK MEWS 

REAL ESTATE UPDATE – FEBRUARY 2016 

Updated on 2/11/16 10:51 AM 

 

Active Sales Listings 

 

5208 Bedlington Terrace 

Updated List Price: $708,000 (on 11/12/15) 

Original List Price: $724,900 

List Date: 10/21/15 

DOM: 101 days 

Status: Active 



 

5207 Cottingham Place  

Updated List Price: $525,000 (on 1/30/16) 

Updated List Price: $569,900 (on 11/17/15) 

Original List Price: $579,900 

Original List Date: 9/24/15 

DOM: 128 days 

Status: Active 

 

6308 Chaucer View Circle 

Updated List Price: $625,000 (on 8/1/15) 

Original List Price: $635,000 

Original List Date: 7/31/15 

DOM: 183 days 

Status: Active 

 

Under Contract/CNKO 

 

6366 Brampton Court 

List Price: $619,900 

List Date: 1/14/16 

DOM: 16 days 

Status: CNKO 

Contract Date: 1/31/16 

Close Date: 4/1/16 

 

6277 Chaucer View Circle 

Updated List Price: $585,000 (on 12/31/15) 

Updated List Price: $600,000 (on 11/21/15) 

Original List Price: $620,000 

Original List Date: 9/9/15 

DOM: 139 days 

Status: CNKO 

Contract Date: 1/25/16 

Close Date: 2/22/16 

 

5196 Bedlington Terrace  

Updated List Price: $569,900 (on 12/10/15) 

Original List Price: $589,900 

Original List Date: 11/13/15 

DOM: 62 days 

Status: CNKO 

Contract Date: 1/12/16 

Close Date: 2/24/16 

 

Sold 

n/a 
 

Rentals 

6314 Manchester Way 

List Price: $3,500 

List Date: 1/19/16 

DOM: 12 days 

Status: Available: 4/15/16 


