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NEXT MEETINGS:  

Tuesday February 20th @ 7:00 PM at 6273 Chaucer View Circle 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
The Board held its first meeting of the year January 17, took stock of where we are 
and where we’re going this year. Last year, we began review of our governing 
documents, caught up on deferred maintenance, and raised dues $15 per month, 
the first dues increase in 10 years, to ensure we had more flexibility in our 
operational account, as those costs have risen significantly since 2008 and will 
continue to rise through the next few years, as already projected. Meanwhile, our 
reserves remain fully funded, and we are in strong financial health. We also 
welcomed to the Board Brian Anthony, who is replacing Joel Kaplan who “retired” 
after three terms. We wish Joel well and appreciate his many years of service to 
the community. Joel’s final “act” was urging the Board to approve emplacement of 
a “little free library,” since erected in Manchester Park. I encourage you to check it 
out. Leave a book; pick up a book. 
 
Before previewing plans for this year, I wanted note the December year-end 
financial report which shows an operational deficit of over $11,000. The reasons 
are several, and Treasurer Dan Aminoff’s memo to the Board, reprinted elsewhere 
in this month’s Mews News, explains and provides context. Any monthly statement 
is a snapshot, although end-of-year numbers also show expected accruals for 
which we have not yet been billed. We “saved” several thousand on lower than 
budgeted snow plowing expenses, but this was offset by significantly higher 
general maintenance expenses, higher water expenses, and much higher tree-
trimming expenses because this was not done for three years. We also fell short 
on expected revenue because of chronic and long-running problems in collecting 
from one absentee owner. This matter will be resolved this year, likely in the first 
quarter, and those expenses, including legal expenses, will be recovered and 
reflected positively on the 2018 balance sheet.  
 
Turning to this year, my intention is to complete review of our governing 
documents, obtain Board approval and, ultimately your ratification. Lynda 
O’Sullivan, Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba, and I have been working for months, 
with the assistance of outside counsel. Of course, everything always takes longer 
than one plans, and this project is no exception. However, it’s important to get it 
right, and we’ll take whatever time needed. The ratification process is extensive, 
requiring a special meeting of the community, and approval of two-thirds of owners 
(100 owners) for amending the Declaration of Covenants, while a majority is 
required for the By-laws and Articles of Incorporation. However, because we intend 
to amend all at once, we are assuming two-thirds approval for all documents. So, 
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an early heads up. When we get to the point of ratification, we will need your 
attention to this matter – and approval.  Much more in the months ahead.  
 
This year, we also intend to complete a comprehensive landscape design for the 
community, never done before. Our community always looks trim but after 35 
years, many plantings are showing their age; indeed even several mature oak 
trees have had to be taken down over the past few years because of disease – 
and a few more are likely this year. Furthermore, some lighting is antiquated; note 
the uplights at the entrances, the corner of Stultz and Stevenson, and the “island” 
on Chaucer View Circle. Rather than skip from section to section, with nary an idea 
of we want the place to look like overall, the Board thought this time to hire a 
professional landscape designer for a holistic review. We’re still at the beginning, 
in identifying potential designers, so it remains to be seen how quickly this unfolds.   
 
There are no large capital expenditures planned – or foreseen – this year. As 
always, we will perform an inspection of the perimeter wall in the spring and repair 
as necessary. And, the general maintenance budget has been increased 
significantly, so if something does need attention, we can get to it quickly without 
worrying whether we will exhaust that account prematurely.  
 
The year might also bring Verizon FIOS to the community. The reason FIOS has 
not been available, we’re told, is because, while we are in Fairfax County, the 
Cameron wire center serving the Mews is in Alexandria which does not have FIOS. 
Recently, following the inquiry of Mews resident Noreen Hagerty-Ford, County 
representatives have drilled down on the problem with Verizon, the result being 
Verizon’s report it believes it has resolved the problem. The technical issue is 
whether the utility easement between Verizon’s wire center (along Edsel Road) 
and the Mews “has room for new facilities.” We’re awaiting the answer. If so, the 
Board will need to approve an easement permitting access. So, a shout-out to 
Noreen for taking the initiative with the County.   
  
Furthermore, Board member (and Secretary) Jason Short reports that he and our 
webmaster are close to completing a revision of the Mews website. The website 
has been outdated for many years. It will be significantly improved and kept current 
this year. 
 
The Board also intends to continue its timely enforcement of covenants violations. 
Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba and his Committee will promptly refer to the Board 
any outstanding, unresolved, violations, and the Board will vote to approve 
whatever remedy is necessary, up to and including retaining a contractor to 
perform the work and billing the cost to the owner as a special restoration 
assessment. We will not allow a recalcitrant owner to tarnish the ambiance of the 
community.  
 
Finally, a reminder: Last year, the Board established a Landmark Mews Facebook 
site. 60-some residents have signed up. So, the great majority of you have not. 
Although this is not an official Mews board business site, that is its beauty. 
Residents can comment on anything including matters involving the community. 
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Property Manager Roger Casalengo has used it repeatedly to remind residents of 
special trash pick-ups or other time-sensitive matters. Contact Patricia Hughes 
vice.president@landmarkmews.com or Josh Haines 
member04@landmarkmews.com for access.  
 
 
Bruce 
president@landmarkmews.com 
 
 
 
DUE INCREASE 

As a reminder, effective January 1st 2018, monthly dues increased to $165 per month.  

You can pay by check, direct debit, online banking auto pay, or SCS 3rd party online 
payment system (fees apply). If you’d like to set up any of these payment methods or 
check the status of your account you can visit www.scs-management.com using your 
account number and zip code. Any questions can be directed to Customer Service 
representative Lisa Grissom (703) 631-2003 Lgrissom@scs-management.com or 
bookkeeping representative Rhonda West rwest@scs-management.com.  
 
 
WILDLIFE 
 
As is normal this time of year, wildlife is active in Landmark Mews. It is not unusual to 
see deer, squirrels, and fox scampering around the berm. We’ve also had number of 
racoon sightings recently. Unfortunately, these animals have become so desensitized to 
humans that you can litterally walk within feet of them. In the case of the racoons, they 
have been pawing at front doors. While they may be cute to look at, please remember 
that these creatures are in fact wild animals. They pose a danger to people and property. 
Per Landmark Mews Architectural Standards Part I.14.K, residents are prohibited 
from feeding wildlife including birds. The only exceptions are liquid hummingbird 
feeders. Remember, these animals have been around longer than any of us and will 
continue to be around long after we’re gone. Their survival does not hinge on a few 
scraps of food left out for them.  
 

 
PARKING 
 
A reminder that common area parking spaces are marked “Visitor” and are reserved for 
visitor short term parking between the hours of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily. Residents may 
park in the visitor parking spaces only between 8 p.m. and 10 a.m.; however, a 
resident may park in the visitor parking area during designated visitor hours with a note 
on the dashboard of their vehicle indicating the reason (e.g., visitor in driveway). Visitors 
who park in the lot must post a note on the dashboard of their vehicle indicating that they 
are visiting an LMCA resident. Visitors who stay longer than 10 days must abide by the 
same parking restrictions as LMCA residents. 
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LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 

 
N/A 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
 
6268 Chaucer Lane 
List Price: $600,000 
List Date: 1/11/18 
DOM-MLS: 3 
Status Change Date: 1/14/18 
Status: CNKO/Home Inspection (expires 2/12/18) 
 
 
6307 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $600,000 
List Date: 1/18/18 
DOM-MLS: 0 
Status Change Date: 1/19/18 
Status: CNKO/Document Review (expires 3/5/18) 
 
SOLD 
 
N/A 
 
FOR RENT 
 
6326 Manchester Way 
Rent Price: $3,500/month 
Status: Available 12/1/17 
Pets: No 
Lease: 1 year 
 


