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NEXT HOA MEETING:  

 
Wednesday, August 15 @ 7:00 PM at 6325 Manchester Way 

 
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 

And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 

The Board met July 18, as scheduled, disposed of sundry preliminary business 
and spent most of its time discussing our evolving landscape design plan.  More 
on that below. 

 
First, the Board approved Treasurer Dan Aminoff’s recommendation to renew a 
certificate of deposit maturing shortly, of $51,000, for 12 months and an interest 
rate of 2.35%.   Our budget remains in good shape, with anticipated spending 
over $31,000 lower.  That said, there is considerable work in the pipeline, 
unfinished and thus un-billed.  Still, reviewing our numbers at mid-year, we are 
under budget in a few key categories, including snow, water, landscape design, 
and tree maintenance. 

 
Second, Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba reported that he is following up with a 
few owners with issues arising since spring inspection, while reporting successful 
resolution of one rather long-standing problem.  

 
Property Manager Roger Casalengo reported on the status of on-going work, 
including wall repairs and light post repairs and rehabilitation.  No new project 
was submitted for approval.   

 
In other business, the Board approved three members for the Elections 
Committee – Brian Koechel (Chair), Jennifer Nevius, and Mike Barkus.  The 
Board much-appreciates these residents’ willingness to serve their community.  
The Committee is responsible for preparing the ballot and mailing, as well as 
tabulating ballots at the annual meeting.   

 
This year, the Annual Meeting is Thursday October 18, at 8 PM, at the Bren Mar 
Elementary School, where we were last year.  Ballots are counted at the Annual 
Meeting.  Ballots are mailed the last weekend of September.  There are two 
board seats up this fall, for three-year terms beginning January 2019 and ending 
December 2021.  In accordance with the by-laws, candidates are required to file 
signed petitions with the Committee of five owners of five properties, no later 
than 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting – this year, September 19.  This year, 
those seats occupied by the President (me) and Vice President (Patricia Hughes) 
are up.  Reminders to come, but I wanted to get this out there now.      

 

https://www.landmarkmews.com/
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The Board also approved funding (within budget) for National Night Out, Tuesday 
August 7, from 6-8 PM.  A separate notice has been sent.  Hope you can make 
time to drop by, enjoy the food, meeting your neighbors and local law 
enforcement.   

 
The Board continued its discussions of its re-landscaping plans involving Tier 1 – 
the entranceways, the intersection of Stultz and Stevenson, and the “island at the 
confluence of Chaucer Lane and Chaucer View Circle.  Since my last report, we 
retained a landscape architect, Jeff Lange of JP Lange Consulting, to evaluate 
both Brightview and Meadows Farms designs and to develop a third plan. The 
Board took this step because of our uncertainty about the relative quality (and 
cost) of these plans, reinforced by Mr. Lange’s own evaluation. With a 3rd plan, 
combining positive features of both plans, and other features recommended, we 
could re-bid this work and thus have a valid price comparison.  We will approve a 
final plan shortly, obtain new bids in quick order, decide on a contractor, and 
schedule re-planting in the fall.  Our objective is simple:  Get the best plan with 
the greatest value.          

 
Finally, I want to remind residents of the importance of keeping your dogs on the 
leash.  That is not only required by the Declaration of Covenants but Fairfax 
County’s dog leash ordinance, incorporated by the Declaration.  I remind you of 
this because of a recent incident, where a large unleashed dog attacked a 
resident’s small dogs being walked past the dog owner’s home.  Neither dogs nor 
the resident was injured, but it was traumatic for all.  The Board sent a letter 
reprimanding this owner and is prepared to take further action, if necessary.    
 
That’s all for this month.  The next Board meeting is at 7:00pm, Wednesday, 
August 15 at the home of Rocky Casalengo, 6325 Manchester Way.   

 
Contact me President@landmarkmews.com 

 
Bruce 

 
 

TREASURER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Dan Aminoff) 

 
REMINDER – HOA DUES INCREASE 

According to Treasurer Dan Aminoff, there are still a number of homeowners that are 
paying the old rates. If you are using a bill paying service, please remember to 
update your account to reflect the new amount of $165 per month. 

Effective January 1, 2018, HOA monthly dues increased to $165 per month.  

You can pay by check, direct debit, online banking auto pay, or SCS 3rd party online 
payment system (fees apply). If you’d like to set up any of these payment methods or 
check the status of your account you can visit www.scs-management.com using your 
account number and zip code. Any questions can be directed to Customer Service 

mailto:President@landmarkmews.com
http://www.scs-management.com/
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representative Lisa Grissom (703) 631-2003 Lgrissom@scs-management.com or 
bookkeeping representative Rhonda West rwest@scs-management.com.  
 
 
COVENANT’S CORNER (Loren Scuirba) 
 
When you are out on a warm summer evening in the mews, you might see bats. Our 
community is home to quite a few and we are the better for it as they help control the 
insect population. By and large, the bats do their thing, we do ours, and our paths never 
cross. However, ever so often, bats will roost under a loose shutter. It does not take 
much, as the rather plainly named Little Brown Bat that is native to our area is very small 
(about a 9” wingspan) and can squeeze into tight spaces. While the bat is harmless to 
us, their occupancy will eventually cause the shutter to pull away from the house. If you 
have a shutter that is appears to bulge or have a gap at the bottom, look on the ground 
directly below it for tiny dark brown pellets. That will be the bat guano and a sign that you 
have a leathery-winged tenant.  
 
If you suspect you have a bat and would like to get rid of it, call a licensed animal control 
technician. Do not try to remove the bat yourself. Whatever you do, don’t hurt the bat. 
They are protected wildlife that serve an essential role in our local ecosystem, and sadly, 
their populations have plummeted over the past few years. A professional will safely 
remove and relocate the animal.  
 

For more information, visit https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/bats. 
 
Free Stuff! 
The Covenants Committee has a mid-sized paper shredder and a Dell V715w 
printer/scanner/fax machine to give away. Both are about 10 years old and in good 
condition. If anyone would like to take one or both of these items, please contact me 

at covenants@landmarkmews.com. Neither the Committee nor the Board has any use 

for this equipment, so if no resident claims them, they will be donated to a local charity 
after the August Board Meeting.  
 
 
PROPERTY MANAGER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Roger Casalengo)  
 
Sump Pump Maintenance 
Given the recent heavy rainstorms, it would be a good time to check your sump pump. 
It’s recommended to check it at least twice a year, preferably before the spring snow 
melts and again in the fall. A sump pump is a mechanical device, which means that parts 
can and will wear out. Periodic maintenance can alert you of failing parts before they 
cause problems. Always refer to manufacturer instructions as the primary guide for 
pump installation and maintenance, but here’s a link that provides some general 
guidelines.  
 
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/engineering/Documents/SumpPumpMaintenanceCh
ecklist.pdf 
 
The sump pumps in our neighborhood have been working extra hard during the recent 
heavy thunderstorms and emptying water into the streets, so you want to make sure 
your sump pump is operating properly and not backing up into your basement. 
 

mailto:Lgrissom@scs-management.com
mailto:rwest@scs-management.com
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/bats
mailto:covenants@landmarkmews.com
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/engineering/Documents/SumpPumpMaintenanceChecklist.pdf
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/engineering/Documents/SumpPumpMaintenanceChecklist.pdf
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Quick Tip: Plastic Bags in Recycling Bins 
Our public works team has a simple message: Please don't put plastic bags in recycling 
bins. The bags often get wrapped around rollers and stop conveyor belts from 
processing recyclable materials. Workers then remove the bags by hand. Plastic bags 
that make it past the rollers can contaminate other recyclable materials. Please take 
plastic bags back to grocery stores, choose reusable bags or place them in the trash. 
Here's more information on what to always place in your recycling bin and what to never 
place: http://bit.ly/fairfax-what-to-recycle 
 

 
 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 
Fairfax County - New Online Form Available to Report Construction Concerns 
July 19, 2018 
 
The Site Construction Hotline now has an online form for residents to report potential 
construction violations in the community. This form is in addition to the phone number 
(703-324-7470), which is monitored weekdays, evenings and weekends by on-call 
county inspectors. Complaints received via the online form will be addressed on the next 
business day. 
 

In addition to the online form, residents can now monitor the status of their 

complaints online. All complaints, whether submitted via phone or online, will be able to 

be viewed publicly, though residents will have the option of submitting them 
anonymously. The online report is updated weekly. 
 
The phone number and online form were put in place to respond to residents with 
concerns about development projects in their communities, such as: 
 

 malfunctioning erosion and sedimentation controls 

 drainage problems 

 tracked mud on the roadway 

 construction activity within a tree-save area 

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=86661564
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=86661564
http://bit.ly/fairfax-what-to-recycle
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/webforms/?form=TVpOdkR5Qm5wY3locTA0TUpENjFKUGd3bEVtalltSm5yRnBOWkgxUnVzdDc4S0lMSzRiM2hVTGMvTkdKNXcxOWpJSzhXY0dLMUsrUFBsV3hQWHdGRmc9PQ==
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/webforms/?form=TVpOdkR5Qm5wY3locTA0TUpENjFKUGd3bEVtalltSm5yRnBOWkgxUnVzdDc4S0lMSzRiM2hVTGMvTkdKNXcxOWpJSzhXY0dLMUsrUFBsV3hQWHdGRmc9PQ==
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/sites/landdevelopment/files/assets/documents/pdf/reports/site-construction-complaint-report.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/sites/landdevelopment/files/assets/documents/pdf/reports/site-construction-complaint-report.pdf
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 or any activities that may harm the environment, cause safety risks, or damage 
another property. 

 
Land Development Services’ inspectors work daily with developers to ensure that the 
many construction projects in our county are conducted in the safest and least disruptive 
manner possible, but residents often have a closer vantage point to notice if issues 
arise. 
 
Important information: 
 

 When calling the hotline, or filling out the form, callers should provide an address 
and a description of the problem. 

 If a hazardous material incident or other emergency is suspected, call 911 
immediately. 

 Never trespass on private property to get pictures or investigate a development 
project. 

 The hotline and online form are the best avenues for residents seeking answers 
and resolution to these issues. 

 
         

 

4 Things To Know About All This Rain 
Director, External Communications Greg Licamele, Fairfax County Government  

 
Rain, rain go away...but it's not. According to forecasts, we're in for several more inches 
of rain over the next couple of days. Amid all of this water, stay safe! Here are 4 things to 
know:  
 
1. FLOODING Beginning at noon, there's a flash flood watch through at least tomorrow 

morning. Monitor the latest forecasts and be alert for possible flood warnings 
(including some that may come through your phone as a wireless emergency alert). 
If you live in areas prone to flooding, be prepared to take action should flooding 
develop. There is a possibility of 1 to 3 inches of rain today and an additional 3 to 5 
inches on Tuesday. There may be some thunderstorms, which could bring wind 
gusts of up to 40 to 50 mph. Please keep children away from creeks and streams as 
the water may rise quickly.  
 

2. TURN AROUND DON'T DROWN It is impossible to tell the exact depth of water 
covering a roadway or the condition of the road below the water. This is especially 
true at night when your vision is more limited. It is never safe to drive or walk through 
flood waters. Our Fire and Rescue Department responded to calls over the weekend 
rescuing stranded motorists:  

 
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1020824286133719040 
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1021048502435098624 
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1020818792136552456 
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1020808695884787713  

 
3. DOWNED TREES The combination of wet soil and potentially heavy wind gusts 

could cause trees to uproot and fall over. Here are some tips to keep in mind if a tree 
hits your home: --Get everyone safely out of your house. Use your cellphone or go to 

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=87655273
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=87655273
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1020824286133719040
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1021048502435098624
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1020818792136552456
https://twitter.com/ffxfirerescue/status/1020808695884787713
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a neighbor and call 9-1-1. --Go to a nearby shelter (another home or open public 
facility) to stay dry and out of the elements. --Stay away from the home until public 
safety employees can access the home for structural stability and ensure utilities are 
controlled. --Only after all of these safety measures have taken place should you call 
your insurance company. To report downed trees, here's a comprehensive list of 
who to contact:  

 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/who-to-contact-about-downed-trees-and-wires/  

 

4. PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES As the storm continues, you may well find 
yourself without power. Be prepared and know what to do before your power goes 
out.  

 

Plan Ahead  

 Keep your digital devices charged!  

 Back up critical files on your computer.  

 Unplug electrical equipment. Spikes and surges could occur as power is 
restored, damaging equipment.  

 Make sure that your emergency supply kit can be found easily if the lights go out. 
If you use well water, pre-plan by filling a bathtub with water for use with 
sanitation, etc.  

 

If Your Power Goes Out  

 Report your outage! Never assume a neighbor has reported it. Dominion Virginia 
Power: 1-866-DOM-HELP (1-866-366-4357), TTY 711; Northern Virginia Electric 
Cooperative (NOVEC): 1-888-335-0500 or 703-335-0500, TTY 711  

 Use a flashlight or battery-powered lantern for emergency lighting. Never use 
candles.  

 Unplug electrical equipment until a steady power supply returns.  

 If you have a police, fire or medical emergency, call or text 9-1-1. For non-
emergency needs, call 703-691-2131. 

 
         

 
Common-sense home theft prevention tips 
 
Residential burglaries have occurred in the area. Please be on the lookout for suspicious 
people, vehicles and noises and call the Police non-emergency number, 703-691-2131, 
to report it or 911 for in-progress type events. 
 
1. Keep all doors and windows closed and securely fastened. An open window or door 

is an open invitation for burglars. Thieves are also quick to spot weak locks that may 
be easily forced open. Doors should have deadbolt locks with a one inch throw and 
reinforced strike plate with three inch screws. All windows should have window locks. 
 

2. Secure sliding glass doors by placing a metal rod or a wooden dowel rod in the track. 
 

3. Always lock the door to an attached garage. Don’t rely on your automatic garage 
door opener for security. 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/who-to-contact-about-downed-trees-and-wires/
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=87928988
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=87928988
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4. Create the illusion that you are home by using timers on lights, radios and TV’s. 
Make your residence appear occupied, even when no one is home, to help deter 
criminals.  

 
5. Keep the perimeter of your home well lit. Installing low voltage outdoor lighting is a 

cost-effective way to discourage intruders as well as highlight a house. 
 

6. Never leave clues that you are away on a trip. Have a trusted neighbor collect mail 
and newspapers while you are away so delivered items do not accumulate. You can 
also ask a neighbor to park in your driveway or parking place to make it appear that 
you are home. 

 
7. Keep shrubbery trimmed away from entrances and walkways. Large and ornate 

hedges may be beautiful, but they also provide a hiding place for burglars who need 
only a minute to break in through a window or door. 

 
8. Organize a Neighborhood Watch program to protect your neighborhood. 

 
9. Get a free home security check from your Crime Prevention Officer. Contact Officer 

Allie Eggers at alice.eggers@fairfaxcounty.gov  
 

10. Prepare an inventory of your property.  
 

11. Store ladders, tools and any other outside objects that can be used to assist in home 
entry in a locked shed or garage.  

 
12. Make sure the home’s address is visible for police, firemen and paramedics for easy 

identification of the home.  
 

13. Secure a wireless network at home. Computer access could allow cyber criminals easy 
access to confidential personal information.  

 
14. Before placing anything in the garbage, do the following: • Shred all papers. • Break 

down all boxes for high value equipment. Brand names on boxes alert thieves to items 
inside the house.  

 
15. Locks for pet doors – Make sure your pet door isn’t a point of entry for a thief.  

 

 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 7/30/18 10:11 AM 

 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
5207 Cottingham Place 
List Price: $624,900 
List Date: 7/17/18 
DOM-MLS: 13 
DOM-Prop: 13 
 
6353 Brampton Court 
List Price: $621,000 
List Date: 6/1/18 

mailto:alice.eggers@fairfaxcounty.gov
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New List Price: $610,000 
Status Change Date: 7/12/18 
DOM-MLS: 18 
DOM-Prop: 53 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
Contract Date: 7/12/18 
Status Change Date: 7/15/18 
Close Date: 7/27/18  
Close Price: $3,100 
Prior List Price: $3,175 
Original List Price: $3,400 
Original List Date: 5/25/18 
DOM-MLS: 42 
DOM-Prop: 43 


