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NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, November 14 @ 7:00 PM at 6362 Brampton Court 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
Happy fall everyone. Finally.  This month brings an update of the Board’s October 
activities and of the Annual Meeting.  The Board met on the 17th and then on the 
18th, with the Annual Meeting, so a busy week. 

 
Budget:  We took final action in approving the 2019 budget, which bears a striking 
similarity to the 2018 budget.  We shifted anticipated spending a bit here and there 
but nothing dramatic. Our expected operating income is $300,040 of which 
$293,000 is from dues.  Out of this amount, we pay for everything except what is 
paid from replacement reserves, for repair or replacement of specified 
infrastructure components, such as the brick wall and the landscape renovation 
project now ongoing.  We also are required to commit a specified sum annually to 
refresh replacement reserves, in accordance with our reserve analysis.  In 2019, 
that amount is $44,440, an increase of 2.28%.  A few other highlights: 

    
• Landscape Services (Brightview) -- $80,546 (+2%) 
• Trash Collection -- $34,530 (+1.74%) 
• Snow Removal -- $14,000 
• Insurance -- $5,917 (+2.35%) 
• Electricity/water -- $12,200 
• Legal Services -- $22,251 
• Other management fees (auditor/tax services; management fees; 

inspection services -- $27,301 
 
SCS will be sending you a copy of the final budget. 
 
Landscape Renovation (Tier 1):  Work has commenced with removal of most 
landscaping while re-purposing other plants, and installing a dry stack stone wall 
at the Stultz Avenue entrance, in place of the old landscape timbers.   Completion 
soon. 
 
In planning for the next tier(s), the Board approved $5,000 for landscape architect 
Jeff Lange to complete a comprehensive analysis of the rest of the community’s 
common areas.  Mr. Lange has developed a proprietary program specifically for 
HOA communities to reduce grounds maintenance costs. Called LAMP – 
Landscape Analysis for Maintenance and Procurement Program – the program 
includes a landscape and hardscape inventory and analysis, landscape master 
plan, conceptual designs and surveying and engineering services.  Mr. Lange 
provided a LAMP analysis for Tier 1.  We now have authorized him to complete a 
full analysis of the rest of the community. This report will provide the Board with a 
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framework for moving forward with redesigning the Manchester Park end of the 
community and the berm.   
 
Mr. Lange presented his impressions of the community and explained the LAMP 
program at the Annual Meeting on the 18th. 
 
Stevenson Avenue Landscape:  The Board approved a contract of $4,000 for 
Brightview to replace plantings along Stevenson Avenue that did not make it 
through last winter.  Normally, this is done by mid-year, so we are a bit behind this 
time.  We are using an annual vendor’s credit from Brightview of 2% of the annual 
contract cost to pay for it.  Our credit this year is over $4,700, so this work is 
essentially cost-free for us.   
 
FIOS:  No new news here.  As previously reported, the Board approved Verizon’s 
requested easement across common property at its September meeting, giving 
Verizon the authority to begin work as soon as scheduled.  Those 17 owners from 
whom Verizon must secure an easement remain in a sort of limbo, with a few 
having executed an easement while others simply have not.  The Board has 
continued to facilitate discussions between Verizon and these owners, but 
ultimately it is up to them whether to grant the easement.    
 
Annual Meeting:  The Annual Meeting was sparsely attended, with perhaps 20 
attending.  I wondered for a while whether we would have a quorum – 15.  In any 
event, The Elections Committee announced the results of this uncontested election 
to fill two seats, with Treasurer Dan Aminoff receiving 49 votes and yours truly, 44.  
Our three-year terms will commence in January.  My thanks again to the Elections 
Committee – Chair Brian Koechel, Mike Barcus, Navneet Sidhu, and Jen Nevius.   
 
I provided an overview of the past year’s activities, most importantly completing 
work on revisions to the governing documents that the community approved in 
May, and approving a contract for beginning work on a complete landscape 
renovation, with Tier 1.  As noted, Jeff Lange gave an excellent overview of his 
approach to landscape design and of the Mews’ clear need to complete Tiers 2 
and 3.   
 
That’s it for this month.  Next meeting will be November 14 (second week of the 
month) at the home of Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton Court.  Contact me: 
President@landmarkmews.com. 
 
Best, 
Bruce 
 
 
 
  



 

4 | P a g e  
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
Franconia Superheroes Trunk or Treat October 27th 3pm-5pm 6121 Franconia 
Road Alexandria, VA 
 
It's Halloween time, ready or not.  
Meet us at Franconia Police District Station 
parking lot.  
Cruisers will be parked and their trunks popped 
and filled up with lots of junk.  
Cand, treats and all so the kiddies can have a ball. 

 
Bring the kids for treats and giveaways and a safe, 
friendly Halloween preview.Child fingerprinting will 
be available during the trunk or treat. This is a free 
event.  
 
Saturday, October 27, 2018  
3pm-5pm  
6121 Franconia Road 
Alexandria, VA  
 
TRICK-OR-TREAT 
Trick or treat times in Northern Virginia are pretty 
much whenever you want them to be, as there are 
no “official” trick-or-treating schedules. Fairfax 
County, as well as Prince William, and Loudoun 
Counties, do not regulate the times. Neither do the 
cities of Fairfax, Alexandria, Falls Church, or 
Manassas. As a general rule of thumb, trick-or-treating begins at dusk and ends at 8 PM 
 
Safety Tips for Trick-or-Treaters 
1. Children should only visit homes that have their porch lights on. 
2. Inspect your children’s candy before they eat it — especially for any food 

allergies (some people use teal pumpkins to distribute allergy-free treats). 
3. Make sure children know their phone number and address — and to provide this 

information to a police officer in an emergency or if lost. 
4. Stay on sidewalks and avoid walking in streets, if possible. Cross streets only at the 

corner and never cross between parked vehicles or mid-block. 
5. And when trick-or-treating, use battery-powered lights, keep your devices charged 

and pick a place to meet if you get lost. 
 
 
TREASURER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Dan Aminoff) 
No update this month.   
 
 
COVENANT’S CORNER (Loren Sciurba) 
Fall inspection notices will be sent out in late October/early November. 
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PROPERTY MANAGER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Roger Casalengo)  
Our annual end-year holiday schedule will be as follows. Please note that this schedule is 
subject to change.  
  
Thanksgiving (Thursday, November 22nd). Our facility will be closed and we will not be 
servicing. 
• Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service day. 
• If your recycling service falls on Thursday, your recycling only will be serviced on 

Saturday, November 24th. 
  
Christmas (Tuesday, December 25th). Our facility will be closed and we will not be 
servicing. 
• Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service day. 
• If your recycling service falls on Tuesday, your recycling only will be serviced on 

Wednesday, December 26th. 
  
New Year’s (Tuesday, January 1st). Our facility will be closed and we will not be 
servicing. 
• Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service day. 
• If your recycling service falls on Tuesday, your recycling only will be serviced on 

Wednesday, January 2nd. 
  
Christmas tree collection will take place during the 2nd and 3rd week of January on your 
respective ‘in season’ yard waste service day. Prince William County residents may place 
trees out with their trash during this time. 
 
	
Easy Winter Preparation Checklist for Your Home 
Fall is the time to get winterized in preparation for the season. The last thing you want is 
to be putting storm windows on when it is 20 degrees outside and sleeting. Even worse is 
having your sprinkler system burst from frozen lines because you didn't get around to 
purging the system before freezing weather set in.  
 
The checklist that follows gives an overview of winterizing the various systems and areas 
of your home. From plumbing to the roof, following is a list of suggested items to take care 
of before winter, so you can enjoy the snow and not worry about your home. 
 
 
Heating System 
Let's start with the basics of making sure you have heat when you need it. The time to 
check that is in the fall—no later than the end of October. Give your system a test run 
through and make sure all systems are "GO". 
 
Heating System Checklist 
q Test run: Turn the thermostat to heat mode and set it to 80 degrees, just for testing. 

You should hear the furnace turn on, and warm air should begin to blow within a few 
minutes. If the furnace is running fine, turn the thermostat back to its normal setting. If 
it's not running properly, you can try to diagnose it as outlined in Gas Furnace Repair 
and Troubleshooting. Depending on what's wrong, you may be able to fix it yourself, 
or you may need to call a qualified service technician. 

q Seasonal maintenance: Either have the furnace checked by a service technician or 
do it yourself, as outlined in Seasonal Furnace Maintenance. 
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q Replace the air filter: Put in a new, clean air filter. It's easy, just follow the steps 
in Furnace Filter Replacement. 

q Fuel: If you have a propane or oil furnace, make sure to have your fuel storage tank 
topped off and ready to go 

q Heating vents: Clear obstacles to heating vents, so air can freely flow. Many experts 
recommend having a service technician come in and clean the vents every year or 
two.  

q Check for carbon monoxide leaks: This silent killer can easily be detected with either 
an inexpensive test badge or battery-operated alarm. Whichever way you decide, just 
please decide to protect your family with one of these units. See Testing for Carbon 
Monoxide for more information. 

 
Air Conditioning 
Often neglected is one of the most important components of a cooling system—the 
condensing unit outside that churn away in the heat of summer. This component needs a 
little attention, too, as winter approaches: 
q Clean condensing unit of debris: Using a hose with the spray-head set to the highest 

pressure, clean the fan blades and condensing coils clear of debris and dirt. 
q Cover condensing unit: Left unprotected, the condensing unit can be damaged by 

wet leaves and debris that contribute to rusting and freezing of internal components. 
Although these units are designed for outdoor use, covering them with a breathable 
waterproof cover made for that purpose goes a long way to extending the life and 
efficient performance of the unit. 

 
Wood-Burning, Fireplace and Flue  
Although largely ignored in warm weather, the wood-burning fireplace and chimney can be 
a major source of cold air leaks and other issues in winter. So the chimney and fireplace 
need some inspection and service before winter sets in. 
 
q Check to make sure the chimney is clear of any nests from birds, squirrels or other 

small animals. 
q Check flue damper operation. Make sure it opens and closes fully, and that it is can 

be locked in the open or closed position. 
q Check chimney draft. Make sure the chimney will draw up the fire and smoke properly. 

Test this by taking several sheets of newspaper and rolling them up. Then with the 
fireplace damper in the open position, light the newspaper in the fireplace. The smoke 
should rise up the chimney. If it doesn't, you have an obstruction and need to call a 
professional in to clean the chimney of creosote and ash and possible debris. 

q If it has been several years (or never) since you had your fireplace chimney cleaned, 
you should have it done by a professional chimney sweep. Definitely not a fun DIY 
project. 

q Inspect the firebrick in the fireplace. If you see any open mortar joints, have 
them repaired immediately A fire can spread into the stud wall behind the masonry 
firebrick through open mortar joints. 

 
How to Protect Pipes From Freezing 
Plumbing is especially susceptible to cold weather and freezing. Burst pipes from freezing 
can cause some of the most expensive repairs in the home. So let's go over some of the 
basics to make you have them covered. 
 
q Insulate exposed piping: If you have any exposed water or drain piping in 

uninsulated spaces, such as in a crawlspace, attic, outside walls, etc., make sure to 
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insulate them with foam insulation at a minimum. Ideally, you should wrap them with 
electrical heating tape first, then insulate them. 

q Exterior faucets: Known as hose bibbs or sill-cocks, the exterior faucet needs to have 
its water supply turned off inside the house, and you also need to drain water from it 
by opening up the exterior faucet. You may also want to consider an insulated cover 
for the hose bibb. Remember to disconnect your garden hoses from the sillcocks or 
outside faucets, and drain and store them in the garage. Leaving hoses attached can 
cause water to back up in the faucets and in the plumbing pipes just inside your 
exterior walls. If freezing temps hit, that water could freeze, expand, and crack the 
faucet or pipes. Make this an early fall priority so a sudden cold snap doesn’t sneak 
up and cause damage.  

q Seasonal shut-down: If you are shutting down a property for several months you 
should always shut off the water supply and drain the plumbing system. If a leak were 
to occur without occupancy, the damage could be catastrophic.  
 

Insulating Tips 
q Insulate your hot water tank with an insulating blanket you can buy at the hardware 

store. 
q Insulate exterior outlets and switch plates with inexpensive foam sealing gasket. 
q If you don't use your fireplace often and it leaks air, you can cut a piece of fiberglass 

insulation and stuff it into the fireplace behind your glass doors to block the cold air 
coming down the chimney. Of course, you need to remove this when you make a fire. 
 

Doors and Windows 
Infiltration of cold air from air leaks around doors and windows is a significant contributor to 
your heating bill, just as is poor insulation in the walls and ceiling. An easy way to reduce 
your heating bill is to reduce these drafts with simple weatherstripping. 
 
Windows 
q On a day when it's windy outside, close your windows and feel for air leaks. You can 

use an incense stick for this, too, if you don't mind the smell. Watch the smoke trail, 
and if it becomes anything other than vertical, you have an air leak. Typically, air leaks 
will be found at the edges where the window is hinged, slides or meets another unit—
such as between the two panels of a double-hung window. 

q Although you can tape plastic over the windows to seal them, this can be expensive 
and be rather unattractive. It can also reduce much-needed natural sunlight in the 
winter unless you use the shrink-wrap type of plastic seal. So a better and easier 
solution is to use inexpensive rope caulk. 

q Press the rope to caulk into all the joints where the air is leaking. 
q Pick a nice day when temps are above 50 degrees so caulk flows easily. 
 
Doors 
q The easiest fix here is to check for weatherstripping on the side and bottom of the 

doors. Install weatherstripping on any leaking doors. 
 
Roof 
Moving to the outside of the home, you should do a quick check of the roof. Stay safe and 
use binoculars to inspect your roof from the ground.  
r Look for warning signs: Shingles that are buckled, cracked, or missing; rust spots on 

flashing. Any loose, damaged, or missing shingles should be replaced immediately. 
r Black algae stains are just cosmetic, but masses of moss and lichen could signal roofing 

that’s decayed underneath. Call in a pro roofer for a $50 to $100 eval. 
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q Check flashing around chimneys and other roof projections, which are often the source 
of leaks. Have repairs made, if necessary. 

q Make sure gutters and downspouts are clean, having no leaves. Wet leaves remaining 
in the gutters over winter add significant weight and volume to the gutter when frozen 
and increase the risk of damage. 

q If you find colored grit from asphalt roof shingles in your gutters, beware. That sand-
like grit helps protect shingles from the damaging ultraviolet rays of the sun. Look 
closely for other signs of roof damage (#5, below); it may be time for a roofing 
replacement. 

q Your downspouts should extend at least 5 feet away from your house to 
prevent foundation problems. If they don’t, add downspout extensions, which are 
approximately $10 to $20 each. 

 
Attic 
Make sure your attic doesn’t become a critter hotel. It’s going to get cold out and your attic 
is the perfect winter home for squirrels and birds. These critters can cause a lot of damage 
and potentially some heath problems.  
r Make sure your trees are trimmed well away from the house. 
r And make sure your gable vents are intact. It’s a good idea to tack a screen up behind 

your gable vent just in case. Also walk around your home and look up at your soffit 
and fascia. Make sure there are no holes that will allow birds to get in. 
 

Sprinkler System 
The sprinkler system should not be overlooked in preparing your home for winter. 
q Have your sprinkler system winterized no later than the end of October. 
q Winterizing should include turning off the water supply and blowing compressed air 

through the sprinkler lines to purge them of water and prevent them from freezing and 
bursting. 

q Turn off the water to the system at the main valve.  
q Shut off the automatic controller. 
q Open drain valves to remove water from the system. 
q Remove any above-ground sprinkler heads and shake the water out of them, then 

replace. 
q If you don’t have drain valves, then hire an irrigation pro to blow out the systems pipes 

with compressed air. A pro is worth the $75 to $150 charge to make sure the job is 
done right, and to ensure you don’t have busted pipes and sprinkler head repairs to 
make in the spring. 
 

Landscape and Outdoor Accessories 
Lastly, you'll want to prepare your yard for winter, too. Let's take a look at what can be done 
for the grass, deck and outdoor amenities around the home. 
q Excellent information about getting your yard ready for winter can be found from 

our Fall Garden Care. 
q Cover patio furniture, but make sure you wait until a clear, warm day to cover it so you 

don’t trap moisture on it. 
q If your deck needs it, consider giving it a fresh coat of sealer before winter. 
q Drain the gas from your lawn mower, or just let the mower run until it is out of gas. 
q Drain any water fountains, unplug the pumps and prepare for winter. 
 
Exterior Wood – Paint, Caulk and Seal 
q All of the wood trim on the exterior of your home needs to be protected from the 

elements. The wood used on your deck is typically a pressure-treated or rot-resistant 
species of wood, but the wood trim around your exterior doors and windows is just a 
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one-inch-thick pine board that deteriorates very quickly if not protected. The wood 
around the outside of bay windows and exterior doors tends to rot if not protected 
properly. 

q Replacing this trim is a big cost and pain and even professionals can struggle with 
making the repair look good. The best thing to do is to make sure it doesn’t rot in the 
first place, and that means keeping it painted and caulked. This is a job most people 
can do themselves if they stay on top of it. Once the wood is rotted and requires 
replacement, then you’re probably going to need to hire a good trim carpenter to tackle 
the job. So before that happens, take the time to go around your home and make sure 
that none of the caulk is cracking and your paint is not chipping and flaking away. If it 
is, scrape away the bad paint or caulk and apply fresh. 

q Even though your deck is made of treated or rot-resistant wood, it still needs 
protection. You don’t need to stain and seal your deck every year but check it to make 
sure it’s protected. To do this, simply pour some water on it. If the water beads up, 
then you’re good. If the wood absorbs the water, it’s time to clean and seal your deck. 

 
Masonry and Hard Surfaces – Seal and Protect 
Your patio needs attention, too. If you have a concrete patio, driveways or walkways, make 
sure they’re protected as well.  
r Occasionally apply a concrete sealer to all of your flat exterior concrete surfaces. All 

concrete flatwork eventually develops cracks. Good masons strategically place control 
joints in your concrete to try to ensure cracking is limited.  

r Take the time to inspect your concrete and fill in any cracks before you apply sealer 
so that water cannot get in and freeze over the winter. This should ensure your 
expensive concrete work lasts a very long time. 

r If you have an asphalt driveway, now is the time to think about resealing that as well. 
It’s not very expensive to have a company come and give it a quick spray of sealer, or 
you can simply buy a bucket of sealer and roll it on yourself. If your driveway has 
developed cracks, then patch those before sealing. 

 
Foundation Drainage 
Make sure the soil around your foundation hasn’t settled, creating areas for water to pool 
at your foundation.  
r If you find a low spot, simply fill it in with some soil. Then go around and check your 

rain gutter downspouts.  
r Make sure water is getting moved away from the home. Add downspout extenders if 

necessary. Saturated soil around a foundation can create real problems as it freezes 
and thaws throughout the winter months. 

 
Snow Removal 
Dig out the snowblower and fire it up before the big one hits. Make sure it’s ready for that 
snowy morning. If it’s not, then get it repaired now. Also take inventory of your salt and 
shovel situation. You know you won’t be able to find a shovel after the big snowstorm hits. 
 
Sources: https://www.thespruce.com and 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2018/10/01/use-this-checklist-prepare-your-
home-winter/?utm_term=.2604b646ae23 
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like 
to include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as 
long as the content is appropriate.  
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LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 10/25/18 11:42 PM 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6303 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $618,00 
List Date: 8/18/18 
DOM-MLS: 31 
DOM-Prop: 31 
Contract Date: 10/1/18 
Contingency Expires: 10/22/18 
Close Date: 11/2/18 
Status: CONT 
 
5207 Cottingham Place 
New List Price: $614,900 
Status Change Date: 9/18/18 
Original List Price: $624,900 
Original List Date: 7/17/18 
DOM-MLS: 78 
DOM-Prop: 78 
Contract Date: 10/7/18 
Close Date: 10/1/18 
Contingency Expires: 12/14/18 
Status: CNKO 
 
6353 Brampton Court 
New List Price: $583,999 
Status Change Date: 10/13/18 
Previous List Price: $599,999 
Previous List Price: $610,000 
Original List Price: $621,000 
Original List Date: 6/1/18 
DOM-MLS: 93 
DOM-Prop: 128 
Contract Date: 10/12/18 
Close Date: 11/12/18 
Status: CONT 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 


