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NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, January 16 @ 7:00 PM at 6362 Brampton Court 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 

The Board met December 12 for its final meeting of 2018, wrapping up a most-productive year. 
We began with your ratification of Board-drafted governing documents, the first in the 
community’s 36-year history and bringing our governance into the current century, followed by 
completion of the first phase of our community landscape and lighting renovation project. We 
also approved revised and more specific rules governing landscape maintenance; approved 
streamlined rules governing collection of delinquent dues payments; and facilitated through 
Verizon forthcoming installation of FIOS. Our draft rule banning wood-fired fire-pits is on the 
cusp of approval (see below). 

We also tended to necessary maintenance, with re-pointing and repair of the perimeter brick 
wall, installing three new iron gates along Stevenson Avenue entrances, repainting and 
repairing all 38 lampposts, and repairing the brick walkways to Landmark Mews Drive. 

Landscape Renovation: The Board first approved an additional $5,800 for supplementary 
lighting in Tier 1 areas. Many of you might have noticed, even with our holiday/winter lighting, 
the new LED lighting was insufficient. Roger Casalengo and I re-visited these areas with 
landscape consultant Jeff Lange, who recommended additional lighting. Mr. Lange’s initial 
lighting design followed a more contemporary deployment of LED lighting, but we advised him 
we needed these areas better lit. Additional lighting will be installed soon. Our original project 
cost was $54,680, but we incurred an additional charge of $1,200 for moving outlets. We then 
received credits, with the adjusted invoice of $50,430. The supplemental lighting cost of $5,800 
results in an overall project cost of $56,200 -- $320 over the adjusted, pre-credit contract price 
of $55,880. 

Next year, the Board plans to continue its landscape renovation initiative, with redesign of the 
west-end (Manchester Park and adjacent areas), as well as the berm. That work will be 
undertaken under the continuing guidance of our landscape consultant Jeff Lange of J.P. 
Lange, LLC, a landscape architect and arborist. Mr. Lange has already provided the Board, at 
our request, with an overall evaluation of the community’s landscaping, an extension of the 
analysis he did in designing Tier 1. Mr. Lange’s Landscape Analysis for Maintenance & 
Procurement (LAMP) inventories every tree in our community (198) with recommendations as 
to each, for treatment, maintenance, or removal. The report details every nook and cranny of 
common area, with observations and recommendations for planting and drainage. It will be a 
useful framework for the Board’s development of concepts and eventual design. 

https://www.landmarkmews.com/
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During our meeting, the Board tentatively agreed to re-landscaping Tiers 2 and 3 – the so-
called west end and the berm next year. We agreed to an extensive replanting in Manchester 
Park and along the wall adjacent to Stevenson Ave leading to the cul de sac. We also agreed 
that, irrespective of how the berm might be redesigned, it is necessary 

to address first the berm’s chronic drainage and pathway maintenance problems. Finally, we 
agreed to explore incorporating a modest hardscape of the functionality of Manchester Park, to 
provide a more central community meeting space. Importantly, this design would need to 
afford due consideration to homeowners whose properties are adjacent to the berm, to 
preserve the ambiance the berm affords them. Finally, we agreed that planting would be in the 
fall again. 

These are only broad concepts that require significant fleshing out. We are at the beginning of 
the beginning. Again. We will keep you informed as we move through protracted concept and 
design stages. 

Outside Fireplaces (Fire Pits): The Board preliminarily approved a revised draft rule banning 
outdoor wood-fueled fire pits, following the Covenants Committee’s recommendations. Note, 
we are not banning propane or gas-fueled fire pits. The rule follows the County Fire Code 
applicable to multi-unit housing. Although the Code exempts single-family homes and 
townhomes, the published commentary following the rule strongly recommends against the 
use of wood-fired fire pits in townhouse communities, on lower or upper decks. We have 
decided to follow that advice. The language of the rule follows my report. If you have any 
comments, please let me know (president@landmarkmews.com). The Board will vote on the 
rule at the January meeting. 

That’s all for this month – and a wrap for this year. Have a wonderful holiday season and New 
Year. 

Bruce 

Contact me: president@landmarkmews.com 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
The holidays are upon us and online shopping is more convenient and more popular than ever. 
Unfortunately, the convenience of home delivery has now come with an unfortunate reality – 
the rise of Porch Pirates. Following is a post from the Fairfax County Police Department with 
some good suggestions for preventing porch piracy and keeping your holiday deliveries safe. 
 
5 Tips to Prevent Package Theft this Holiday Season  
We're entering the biggest shopping season of the year. Unfortunately, this is also prime 
season for package thieves. The Fairfax County Police Department reminds you as you're 
making online purchases over the next few weeks, follow these tips to avoid becoming the 
victim of package theft.  
 
1. Sign up for delivery alerts so you 
know when your delivery is 
scheduled - and when the package 
has been delivered.  
 
2. If you're not able to be home when 
a package will be delivered, ask a 
trusted neighbor to hold it for you.  
 
3. If possible, require a signature for 
all deliveries.  
 
4. Consider shipping packages to 
your place of work or use the ship to 
store option.  
 
5. Be a good neighbor! If you see a 
package on your neighbor's 
doorstep, reach out and ask if they 
would like you to hold it until they are 
home. Better yet, if you work from 
home, post on Nextdoor and offer to 
allow your neighbors to send their 
packages to your house.  
 
If you do have any packages stolen, 
first contact us and then check with 
your neighbors on Nextdoor to see if 
they saw anything suspicious.  
 
MPO A. E. Eggers  
Fairfax County Police Department  
Franconia District Station  
Crime Prevention Unit 

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=98440623
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This Holiday Season Don't Drink & Drive 

This Holiday Season Don't Drink & Drive  

Get a FREE Lyft ride home up to $15 during this holiday season  

Visit www.SoberRide.com for code  

Limited quantities available  

 

Enter the code in the Lyft app’s ‘Promo’ 

section. Valid for up to $15 off one ride 

taken home in the Washington, D.C. 

coverage area nightly between 8:00 PM 

until 4:00 AM from December 14, 2018 

until January 1, 2019. You must be 21 

or older to use this service. Subject to 

Lyft’s Terms of Service. Valid for new 

and existing Lyft users while supplies 

last.  

WRAP's 2018 
Holiday SoberRide® program, in 
partnership with Lyft, will be offered 
nightly between 8:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. 
from Friday, December 14, 2018 until 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019.  The 
program ends at 4:00 a.m. on January 
1.  To use this service download the Lyft 
app to your phone and enter the 
applicable code in the app’s ‘Promo’ 
section. 

During this campaign, there will be three different single use promo codes issued.  Each code 
is valid for up to $15 off one ride taken in Lyft’s Washington, D.C. coverage area.  WRAP’s 
Holiday SoberRide® promo codes will be posted at noon (12:00 pm) on December 14, 
December 22 and December 31 on this webpage. http://www.wrap.org/soberride/ 

This offer is valid for new and existing Lyft users. 

Important note:  You must be at least 21 to claim this offer. Some restrictions apply. 
Limited quantities available. 

MPO A. E. Eggers  
Fairfax County Police Department  
Franconia District Station  
Crime Prevention Unit 

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=98440623
http://www.soberride.com/
http://www.wrap.org/soberride/
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Tree Care during the Holidays  
Cut Christmas trees are popular during the holidays.  When bringing a cut tree home, make a 
fresh, straight cut across the bottom of the trunk, at least 1 inch (or more) above the old base 
to help the tree absorb water.  Keep the tree well-watered to ensure it stays fresh and does not 
become a fire hazard.  Do not place Christmas trees near heat sources such as candles, 
radiators, fireplaces, or space heaters.  Some trees may absorb a gallon or more of water 
during the first day, so keep the cut trunk immersed in water at all times.  When the holiday 
tree is taken down, it may be disposed of at the curb or recycled for free (for trees less than 8 
feet).  Trees also may be repurposed for mulch, winter protection for tender vegetation, or 
burned for fuel.  For more information about tree care, contact the Fairfax County Urban Forest 
Management Division at treemail@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-324-1770; TTY 711. 
 
 
VDOT is Ready for Snow Season 
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is ready for snow with plow-tracking 
technology, and online resources for residents to use.  VDOT has budgeted more than $205 
million for winter weather, has more than 700,000 tons of salt, sand, and treatment abrasives, 
and more than 2.1 million gallons of liquid calcium chloride and salt brine.  More than 2,500 
VDOT crewmembers, in addition to contractors, are available for snow removal statewide. 
 
Highlights for Snow Season 2018-2019 

 One stop for resources: Visit www.virginiadot.org/novaemergency to access all of 
VDOT's online information resources, including important messages and updates, news 
releases, and links to the customer service center, 511, and vdotplows.org. 

 
Stay Informed: 

 @vadotnova on Twitter; 

 virginiadot.org/novaemergency for status updates, FAQs, and other resources; 

 511virginia.org for road conditions (local/statewide) and traffic cameras; 

 vdotplows.org for neighborhood status and locations of plows; and 

 my.vdot.virginia.gov or 800-FOR-ROAD (367-7623) to report road hazards/road 
maintenance. 

 www.virginiadot.org/travel/snow.asp for winter travel information. 
 
How You Can Help: 

 Monitor forecasts frequently; 

 Adjust commutes, telework, and avoid driving if possible; 

 Park in driveways or park on the odd-numbered side of the street. 

 Do not shovel driveway until plows have come through; 

 Have enough gas, wiper fluid, proper tires, medication, and an emergency car kit; 

 Be patient: crews need time and room to work. 
 
 
  

mailto:treemail@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.virginiadot.org/novaemergency
https://my.vdot.virginia.gov/
http://www.511virginia.org/
http://www.vdotplows.org/
https://twitter.com/VaDOTNOVA
http://www.virginiadot.org/novaemergency
http://www.511virginia.org/
http://www.vdotplows.org/
https://my.vdot.virginia.gov/
http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/snow.asp
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BOARD UPDATES (Bruce) 
REVISED DRAFT RULES REGARDING OUTDOOR FIREPLACES (12/12/18) 
Comments Must Be Received by January 4, 2019 
 
Outdoor fireplaces are permitted only under the following conditions: 
1. Landmark Mews defines "outdoor fireplace" as a portable, outdoor, fuel-burning fireplace 

that may be constructed of steel, concrete, clay or other noncombustible material. A 
portable outdoor fireplace may be open in design, or may be equipped with a small hearth 
opening and a short chimney or chimney opening in the top. This would also include 
devices typically known as chimineas and fire pits.  

2. Landmark Mews considers such outdoor fireplaces as being distinct from gas or charcoal 
fueled grilles used for cooking food (“grilles”). 

3. Only liquid fueled Outdoor Fireplaces (propane or natural gas) may be used. Outdoor 
fireplaces that use wood or other solid fuels are prohibited.  

4. Residents must use outdoor fireplaces only in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions. 
Note that many manufacturers specify that portable outdoor fireplaces not be operated on 
or under combustible balconies and decks.  

5. Outdoor fireplaces designed for use on decks may be operated only if placed on 
noncombustible protective insulating materials such as patio blocks/pavers or a hearth pad 
of sufficient size to protect the surface of the deck from radiant heat and other fire hazards. 

6. Homeowners must ensure that the area near the outdoor fireplace be free of combustible 
structures, materials, and debris.  

7. Fires must be monitored (may not be left unattended) and must never be operated 
improperly, unsafely, or in any manner that may endanger people or property. 
 

Send any comments to Board President Bruce Wood: president@landmarkmews.com 
 
 
TREASURER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Dan Aminoff) 
N/A 
 
 
COVENANT’S CORNER (Loren Sciurba) 
Don’t Feed The Animals!  
 
I love animals. Birds are cool. Squirrels are hilarious. Even raccoons have their own rakish 
charm. I understand the temptation to break bread with our furry and feathered friends, but 
once again I implore you not to do it. Feeding wildlife is expressly forbidden by Board 
Resolution R/D #02-23, Pest Control. This was not done out of animosity towards animals, but 
because of the host of problems feeding wildlife creates. 
 
Squirrels are prone to damaging wiring and facia boards and nesting in attics. Birds are lovely, 
but let’s face it, they poop on everything. Raccoons have been known to take up residence in 
attics and are notoriously destructive tenants. A raccoon nest makes a squirrel den look like a 
suite at the Ritz Carlton. And mice and rats.... Don’t get me started on mice and rats. You want 
rats in your walls? Then keep leaving food outside. You are literally inviting them in.  

mailto:president@landmarkmews.com
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Moreover, feeding wildlife does not help the animals so much as it makes them dependent on 
you. They don’t need your help. Our neighborhood squirrels and birds appear prosperous and 
well-fed. The raccoons? Well they’re not called Trash Pandas for nothing. They are a miracle 
of adaptability. As for the mice and rats - really? Does anyone want fat rats?  
 
If you are already feeding birds or other creatures, please remove any food you have left out 
and refrain from feeding the wildlife in the future. Residents who continue to leave food outside 
may be cited by the Covenants Committee and fined by the Board.  
 
 
PROPERTY MANAGER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Roger Casalengo)  
Our annual end-year holiday schedule will be as follows. Please note that this schedule is 
subject to change.  
  
Christmas (Tuesday, December 25th). Our facility will be closed and we will not be servicing. 

 Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service day. 

 If your recycling service falls on Tuesday, your recycling only will be serviced on 
Wednesday, December 26th. 

  
New Year’s (Tuesday, January 1st). Our facility will be closed and we will not be servicing. 

 Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service day. 

 If your recycling service falls on Tuesday, your recycling only will be serviced on 
Wednesday, January 2nd. 

  
Christmas tree collection will take place during the 2nd and 3rd week of January on your 
respective ‘in season’ yard waste service day. Prince William County residents may place 
trees out with their trash during this time. 
 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please Weigh Down Your Trash and Recyclables to Prevent Wind 
From Littering Our Neighborhood 
 
Please be sure to bind newspapers with twine or place loose papers in paper bags before 
setting out at your curb. Weigh down your broken down boxes, bottles, plastics and cans by 
placing heavier recyclables on top. Ensure that the lid of your trash can is tightly secured. Put 
smaller lightweight bags of trash together in a larger heavyweight bag. Don’t put trash out the 
night before and PLEASE no loose “peanuts” or other packing materials. Lastly, if the trash 
does blow over, please pick it up even if it isn’t yours. Your HOA assessment provides for 
curbside trash removal. There is no budgeted amount for litter removal. The Association relies 
on homeowners to keep the neighborhood free of litter and their assessments reasonable. 
 
LEAF COLLECTION: While Brightview Landscaping collects leaves when they perform 
landscape maintenance, it is not on a regular schedule. Therefore, we ask residents to be 
considerate of your neighbors when raking your leaves and bag them in yard waste bags. 
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Please do not leave them on the street as the wind could blow the leaves into other neighbor’s 
yards.   
 
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to 
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long 
as the content is appropriate.  
 
 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 12/17/18 10:34 AM 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
N/A 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 

mailto:secretary@landmarkmews.com

