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NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, May 15 @ 7:00 PM - 6362 Brampton Court 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 

The Board met for its April meeting, on the 17th, as scheduled and disposed of several items 
expeditiously before an extensive presentation of landscape designs. With a vacancy and two 
members absent, we barely had a quorum of four. 

Vacancy: The Board voted to appoint Willie Spivey to the vacancy created upon Brian 
Anthony’s resignation last month. Willie, at 6320 Manchester Way, moved in a year or so ago, 
attended several Board meetings, and reached out to me to let me know of his interest in 
joining the Board. Willie is Chief of Acquisition and Procurement, Department of Defense, 
Office of the Inspector General. Sounds to me he has little to do all day. Willie’s bio is linked 
here. We welcome Willie and look forward to serving with him. As is required by statute, Willie 
will need to run in the fall election to win the right to fill the seat for the rest of Brian’s term, 
ending December 2020. 

Speed bump: One of life’s irritations, in my opinion. The Board deferred voting last month on 
replacing the speed bump at the Stultz Road entrance, damaged by Brightview’s snow plow. I 
had received fervent comments from more than one resident to not replace it. So, with the 
Board’s blessing, I asked you all, including those residents whose homes are adjacent to that 
section of Chaucer Lane what they wanted. Although popular sentiment opposed re-
installation, the Board approved same by a vote of 3-1. Moving on. 

Investments: The Board also approved Treasurer Dan Aminoff’s recommendation to re-up 
TIAA Bank CD for another 12 months, but at a higher rate of interest of 2.60%. The Board has 
a CD “ladder” that spaces out our CD maturities over several months. Since Dan became 
Treasurer, we’ve followed his recommendation to hold maturities to no more than 12 months, 
so our investments are more interest-rate sensitive in an era of rising rates. 

FIOS: The saga never ends. The Board was on the cusp of retaining a “utility coordinator,” at 
Verizon’s recommendation, to provide us with a property-by-property analysis on how fiber 
would be brought from residents’ property lines to their homes. The analysis would be followed 
by an operations plan involving retention of another contractor to actually do the work, upon a 
resident’s decision to subscribe – and at the resident’s expense. The report is especially 
relevant for a number of homes (including mine and a few others along this side of Brampton 
Court) for which Verizon has proclaimed there is no way to bring service. However, enter now 
the County which is reviewing Verizon’s installation plan, notably that which imposes on parties 
other than Verizon (you and the Board/community) certain costs of installation. There is a 
question whether this requirement is consistent with Verizon’s licensure agreement with the 
County. 
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I have said to Verizon all along, if there are engineering reasons why FIOS cannot be 
extended to particular homes, I want to know exactly why. But, an engineering reason is not a 
cost reason or a matter of inconvenience. Candidly, I have little doubt Verizon would give our 
community the time of day, if the County were not forcing it to do so. Our community is an 
engineering challenge. The homes are close together, there are narrow tolerances in which to 
operate, and for a number of properties there are difficulties in running line. Verizon no doubt 
finds our installation to be very expensive, if not just a real pain. 

Landscape Renovation: As noted in previous reports, the Board is planning to complete the 
community’s landscape renovation this year. Landscape consultant Jeff Lange presented the 
Board with his first draft of a design for the so-called west end and the berm. It was favorably 
received, although there are numerous refinements necessary. This project will include 
Manchester Park, the bed along Stevenson to the cul-de sac, and the area across Manchester 
Way, opposite Property Manager Roger Casalengo’s home. Chronic drainage problems on the 
berm will be addressed, a modest hardscape/terrace with seating will be sited closer to the end 
of Brampton Court, with many new plantings, while the chopped Bradford Pears will be ripped 
out. Finally, with your input, the Board will rename the berm, which, after all, is nothing more 
descriptive as a mound of dirt. 

Our plan is to conclude our review and approve a design within the next month, so we can 
then bid out the work. Time is fleeting. 

Finally, my thanks to owners who offered use of their water so Alfredo could power wash the 
wall. The wall looks better now than I recall it ever looking. 

That’s all for this month. The next meeting will be Wednesday May 15, at my house, 6362 
Brampton Court, beginning at 7 PM. Comments: president@landmarkmews.com.  

Best, 

Bruce 

 
COVENANTS CORNER 
Spring is nearly here and with the warmer weather, I know many of you will begin scheduling 
exterior repairs and improvements. Please remember that while routine maintenance does not 
require prior approval, anything that changes the outward appearance of the home, or uses 
new materials, must be approved in advance by the Covenants Committee. To seek approval, 
send a Request to Modify form along with all relevant information and attachments 
to covenants@landmarkmews.com. The form and the LMCA Architectural Rules are available 
at LandmarkMews.com. Of course, if you have any questions, please feel free to ask me!  
 
Also, I should remind you that Covenants Committee will perform its annual inspections in 
May, after which we send notices of compliance or violation. We also inform homeowners of 
advisory issues that are not violations yet, but may be deteriorating to the point that they will be 
violations in the future. Please review the notices you received last year and examine any 
issues. Remember that items listed as nearly advisory in the past may be required this time. 
 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

Covenants violations left unaddressed may result in fines or other corrective actions by the 
Board. Also, any problems that we can spot from outside could be a sign more serious 
damage to your home, so it is in your best interest to have them fixed. 
 
Landmark Mews owners generally take great care of their homes and have great pride in their 
appearance. If the Covenants Committee can help in any way, please contact us 
at covenants@landmarkmews.com. 
 
 
NEWS YOU CAN USE & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
 
Spring Into Safety! Know Two Ways Out to Escape Fire* 

It is the middle of the night and you are suddenly awakened by your smoke 
alarm. You notice some smoke in your bedroom. What do you do next?  
 
The answer is easy: Get out and stay out!  
 
However, before that occurs it is important you develop, and practice, a 
home fire escape plan! “Spring Into Safety” this week and develop that 
home fire escape plan for all homes/apartments. The video below, from 

our partners in safety at the United States Fire Administration, will help guide you: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9KSFRq4rXA  
 
In addition, please go to our website and use the family escape plan, which provides a grid and 
further guidance on developing a home escape plan: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-
ems/sites/fire-ems/files/assets/documents/pdf/home_escape_grid.pdf 
 
 
Time for Medicine Cabinet Spring Cleaning!** 
Spring cleaning is not limited to your home, garage or shed.  The DEA National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 27, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Unused or 
expired prescription medicines may be dropped off at all Fairfax County Police Stations on 
Take Back Day.  For more information and locations near you, visit the DEA Web site after 
April 1 at www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html.  Can't make the 
DEA Collection on April 27?  The Fairfax County Police Department has Prescription 
Medication Drug Take Back Boxes at its eight district stations throughout Fairfax County 
for year-round collection of unused or expired prescription medicines.  Information about 
Fairfax County's response to the opioid crisis is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-
services-board/heroin-opioids.  Guidance for the safe disposal of medicines is available 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/drug-disposal.  Questions?  Contact the Police Department's 
Property and Evidence Section, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 703-246-
2786.  Additional information and collection boxes statewide also can be found 
at https://knowrx.org/. 
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Five Mistakes that Kill Your Home's Value 
People tend to shop for homes as the weather gets warmer, so prepping your home in the 
winter months to sell in spring usually makes sense. With tax refunds in their pockets, nicer 
weather for moving in the forecast, and summer break from the kids’ school coming up, it’s 
easy to see why spring is typically the most popular time to buy and sell. 
 

The housing market is hot. Home prices 
rose by 5.3 percent between 2016 and 
2017, according to the National 
Association of Realtors (NAR). That beats 
the historical average of 3 percent to 4 
percent. And Realtor.com reports that 
houses are selling eight percent faster in 
2018 than they did in 2017. As this ever-
bustling market continues to favor sellers, 
you might be thinking of selling your home. 

 
Not so fast. Before you list your house, you need to know the deadliest sins of resale. If you 
commit any one of them, you could ruin your chances of a profitable home sale. 
 
1. Ignoring Curb Appeal 
You shouldn’t host an open house or snap your listing photos before addressing your 
landscape. If your yard doesn’t cut it, buyers may reject your property from their cars or from 
behind their screens. And a recent Zillow survey found that curb appeal is one of the top five 
factors in resale.  

 
Fix it to list it: “To get maximum curb 
appeal for minimum effort,” Shugrue 
advises, “you need to maintain the yard, get 
colorful flowers and put them in nice pots, 
mow the lawn and handle any brown spots.” 
These are easy and affordable tasks, 
whether you hire an expert or do it yourself. 
You could also add beds, borders and shrubs – the most important elements of a front yard, 
according to the Houzz 2018 Landscaping Survey. 
 
To get an idea the budget you’ll need, check out our expert-informed look at Tips for 
Landscaping Your Lawn on a Budget. 
 
2. Avoiding Bathroom Problems 
An outdated bathroom is a big faux-pas, but it’s bathtubs and the number of bathrooms that 
have the most influence right now. Realtor.com reports that 75 percent of buyers want and 
expect homes with two bathrooms or more. This leaves one-bathroom homes with a limited 
buyer pool.  
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And where tubs have been nixed for 
showers, the pool is further limited. 
“People tend to want at least one 
bathtub,” Shugrue says. “It’s not just 
about being able to relax: What about 
children? Have you tried to shower a 
baby? Bathtubs help resale a lot.” 
 
 

Fix it to list it: A new bathtub itself costs $300 to $3,000, depending on the material. And 
professional installation adds $500 to $1,600. To add a new bathroom or update an existent 
one, you should consult with a bathroom remodeling expert. Remodeling projects can be 
difficult for homeowners to navigate on their own, and there are many ways they can go wrong 
without expert help. 
 
3. Echoing Another Era 
You may think your old-fashioned home has character, but buyers may see that character as a 
future expense. “Old features are terribly unappealing,” Shugrue warns. “In our competitive 
market nationwide, buyers are coming up with more money than they might’ve wanted to, and 
they don’t want to sink money into a home. They want to move right in.” 
 
Features to update include: 
outdated and busy wallpaper, 
popcorn ceilings, all-over carpet, 
wood paneling and flooring with old-
school patterns. “If you can remove 
wallpaper before you sell your 
home, please do,” Shugrue says. 
“You’ll make thousands more.” 

 
Fix it to list it: You can try removing wallpaper or popcorn ceilings yourself, but both are 
messy and time-consuming. And your popcorn ceiling may contain asbestos. Expert popcorn 
ceiling removal costs $1 to $3 per square foot and wallpaper removalcosts 55 cents to $1.50 
per square foot. 
 
4. Masking Dirty Truths 
Two aspects of your home that are practically invisible but greatly influential are pests and 
odors. “Odors can ruin a home showing immediately,” Shugrue says. “It’s hard to imagine 
moving into your dream home that smells of dog 
or cat. The worst smell for most buyers is smoke. 
It gets in the drywall and carpets and can be 
really hard to remove.” 
 
And if you have pests, federal law requires full 
disclosure to potential buyers. It’s worth your time 
to handle the infestation before resale. 
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Fix it to list it: For pests: “Consult with a pest remediation company and handle the problems 
first,” Shugrue suggests. And get rid of embedded odors with professional services like carpet 
cleaning or house cleaning. 
 
5. Leaving a To-do List 
Leaving repairs and cosmetic work to buyers can be a big mistake. “Most buyers want a move-
in ready home, even in our fast-paced market,” says Bret Shugrue, Licensed Agent and 
Marketing Director at Bogar Pilkington Group with Keller Williams in Englewood, Colo. “If you 
touch up the paint, clean thoroughly, and get rid of stained or smelly carpets, you’ll make 
thousands more for hundreds of dollars and some work.” 

 
Look at your property through the eyes of 
a home inspector: Damaged tile, beat up 
cabinets, stained sinks and leaks won’t 
pass. And they’ll hurt your resale value. 
 
Fix it to list it: Handymen can help with 
many home maintenance tasks, small 
plumbing jobs and touch-ups, and most 
charge between $50 and $100 per hour. 
 
*Source: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
**Source: Mason District April 2019 E-Newsletter 
***Source: Angie’s List  
 
UPDATED RESIDENTS’ DIRECTORY 
Accompanying this month’s Mews News is the current version of the Landmark Mews 
Residents’ Directory. Please review it and contact secretary@landmarkmews.com should you 
have any changes. We plan on sending out the Directory on a quarterly basis, however, you 
can also find it on www.landmarkmews.com.  
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to 
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long 
as the content is appropriate.  
 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 4/21/19 3:16 PM 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6309 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $615,00 
List Date: 4/16/19 
DOM-MLS: 2 
Status: Active 
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UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6327 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $634,900 
List Date: 3/27/19 
Status Change Date: 3/28/19 
DOM-MLS: 1 
Status: CNKO 
Close Date: 4/25/19 
 
6262 Chaucer Lane 
List Price: $587,500 
List Date: 4/9/19 
Status Change Date: 4/18/19 
DOM-MLS: 10 
Status: CNKO 
Close Date: 5/17/19 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
5203 Cottingham Place 
List Price: $3,200/month 
List Date:  Available 5/30/19 
 
RENTED 
5206 Bedlington Terrace 
List Price: $2,900 
List Date: 3/18/19 
DOM-MLS: 9 
Rent Price: $2,900 
Status: Rented 
Close Date: 4/3/19 

SOLD 
6308 Manchester Way 
List Price: $619,900 
List Date: 2/7/19 
Status Change Date: 2/12/19 
DOM-MLS: 55 
Sale Price: $620,000 
Status: Sold 
Close Date: 4/4/19 
 
6369 Brampton Court 
New List Price: $645,999 
New List Date: 3/15/19 
Original List Price: $649,900 
Original List Date: 2/13/19 
Status Change Date: 4/7/19 
DOM-MLS: 54 
Sale Price: $585,000 
Status: Sold 
Close Date: 4/5/19 
 
6268 Masefield Court 
List Price: $618,500 
List Date: 3/5/19 
Status Change Date: 3/15/19 
DOM-MLS: 10 
Sale Price: $630,000 
Status: Sold 
Close Date: 4/16/19 

 


