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Wednesday, September 18 @ 7:00 PM – 6273 Chaucer View Circle 

 
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 

And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
The Board met for its August meeting as scheduled, and most of the discussion involved 
installation of FIOS.  But, first - - - 
 
Landscape Renovation Project: I have just executed four contracts covering our landscape 
renovation project, for a total of $155,648.  Those contracts that are found here are for (1) 
landscaping/excavation (A.L.&L., $111,238); (2) irrigation (Brightview, $7,890); (3) asphalt 
paving (Ruston Paving, $17,620), and (4) electrical (RulyScapes, $18,900).  The laborious 
task of identifying contractors and working with them to develop bids fell to landscape 
consultant and project manager Jeff Lange.  Mr. Lange has done an admirable job of 
developing bid specifications, working with prospective bidders, including multiple site visits 
with contractors.  He has saved the Board countless hours and ensured we have a 
professional result.  So, my kudos to Jeff.   
 
Now that contracts are signed, Mr. Lange will work with the contractors to develop a project 
schedule.   
 
FIOS: There have been major developments with FIOS over the past week, all of which will be 
detailed at the community meeting this Monday evening at 7 PM, at the Mason District 
Government Center (see my previous notice).  Here are key highlights: 
 
• Earlier this year, after surveying the Mews, Verizon stated that because our community was 

older, built-out, with narrow tolerances, it would not be possible for it to provide a “drop” to 
all 148 properties.  A “drop” is a line from a Verizon terminal (called a “handhole”) to the 
rear of a property (wall or fence).  Moreover, because many owners’ back yards were 
decked or terraced, Verizon started it would be very difficult for it to run cable to the rear of 
many homes.  Verizon identified 33 homes where it stated it would be unable to provide a 
“drop.”  Except for two properties on Brampton Court), these homes back up to the wall 
along Stevenson Avenue and Landmark Mews Drive.  After weeks of further delay, Verizon 
told us we needed to retain a third party liaison (a “utility coordinator”) which could assess a 
means to provide a drop to the 33 properties and a “pathway” for all 148 homes from inside 
the wall or fence to the back of the house.   

 
• At my request, Verizon recommended Utility Professional Services (UPS) as our “utility 

coordinator.”  The Board agreed to fund an assessment, at a cost of $14,000. 
 
• UPS is still assessing, in concert with its subcontractor, WCC.  It has developed plans for 

providing all 33 owners with “drops” and will soon complete its assessment of all 148 
properties.  The “pathway” once meant simply a plan for Verizon to follow. It has changed 
into an obligation to actually run conduit to the rear of each home wishing to subscribe. 
Verizon will run line and complete the hookup once an owner decides to subscribe.   

https://www.landmarkmews.com/
https://www.landmarkmews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/LMCA-2019-Landscape-Renovation-Project-Contract-A.L.L-8-22.pdf
https://www.landmarkmews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/LMCA-2019-Landscape-Renovation-Project-Contract-Brightview-8-22.pdf
https://www.landmarkmews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/LMCA-2019-Landscape-Renovation-Project-Contract-Ruston-8-22.pdf
https://www.landmarkmews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/LMCA-2019-Landscape-Renovation-Project-Contract-Rulyscapes-8-22.pdf
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• Since this project began, over 18 months ago, the Board had been informally supportive of 

facilitating bringing FIOS to every resident wanting it, recognizing the importance of 
upgrading our aging telecommunications infrastructure.  We had apprised the County’s 
Communications Policy and Regulation Division that enforces Verizon’s licensure 
agreement with the County of Verizon’s progress.  That agreement requires Verizon to 
provide FIOS to every community and home, with very limited exceptions.  It was through 
this means that Verizon was finally required to provide FIOS to Landmark Mews.  We 
remained in touch with the Division throughout this period, and the Division would 
sometimes reach out to us, in view of an upcoming meeting they had with Verizon, for an 
update on the project’s status. 

 
• The Board relied upon the Division’s apparent agreement, in retaining UPS and in our 

“plan” to cover at least, if not all, of UPS’ costs in bringing FIOS to every home that wanted 
it.  In fact, at one time, we understood that we needed to provide a pathway to every home, 
irrespective of whether the resident had yet decided to subscribe to FIOS.  That 
understanding originated with Verizon that wanted UPS to finish its work before Verizon 
would begin connecting “drops” for the balance of 115 homes.  Meanwhile, UPS evaluated 
the cost of the 33 “drops” and of providing a pathway (and conduit) for every home – a cost 
of almost $50,000, $32,000 of which was allocable to the 33 “drops” and the balance for 
running conduit to all 148 homes.  

 
• In developments this past week, it now is clear that the community (via the Board) is not 

permitted to assume any costs Verizon is not willing to fund itself.  The cost of the 33 
“drops” and of running conduit – and running it only to homes who actually are subscribing 
to FIOS – is to be a direct homeowner cost.  The Mews cannot even serve as a conduit (so 
to speak) in fronting funds.  This conclusion stems from advice received from counsel and 
is predicated on a reading of Verizon’s licensure agreement with the County which provides 
a benefit to “subscribers.”  Verizon’s obligation is to “subscribers.”  A homeowners’ 
association cannot step into the shoes of individual owners.   

 
• Therefore, on counsel’s strong recommendation, the Board will not finance any of UPS’ 

costs.  Those costs, unless otherwise assumed by Verizon, will fall to individual owners 
who subscribe to FIOS. 

 
• The County has now reviewed again the key section of the Verizon licensure agreement 

and believes a better interpretation is that Verizon is required to bring “drops” to all homes, 
in our case, including the 33 properties.  The language provides Verizon with an exception 
for properties more than 200 feet from a Verizon terminal (“handhole”).  However, UPS’ 
survey discloses that none of the 33 properties is more than 200 feet from a Verizon 
“handhole.”  The two longest are 190 feet.  A matrix of each of the 33 homes is found here, 
disclosing the distance from a “handhole” and the cost of providing a drop to each of the 33 
properties.  Who pays is now a matter in discussion between Verizon and the County.   

 
• Meanwhile, Verizon continues to build out the “backbone”, on common area.  Verizon is not 

permitted to stop work in light of a dispute with the County. UPS continues its assessment.    
 

https://www.landmarkmews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/LMCA-2019-FIOS-Project-UPS-33-Drop-Estimate-1.pdf


4 | P a g e  
 

• The Board cannot authorize UPS to enter an owner’s property unless the owner consents. 
Therefore, as noted, only owners choosing FIOS – and thereby requiring a conduit up to 
the house – need provide access.  The cost of UPS’ service is still unknown and will be 
affected by how many owners subscribe to FIOS.  Also unresolved is the process by which 
UPS will be able to service as many homes as possible at once and to collect its fees from 
individual owners.   

 
• There are many consequences in subscribing to FIOS of which residents need to be aware.  

If you subscribe to FIOS, you will lose your copper landline, if it is Verizon service.  Even if 
you do not subscribe to FIOS, you will lose your Verizon landline after a period of time.  
Verizon intends to migrate away from copper lines.  Also, any other service you have 
dependent on a copper line (e.g., security) will be affected, if you have Verizon landline 
service.  One is not required to subscribe to FIOS.  If not, an owner can subscribe to an 
alternative service, such as Cox, whereupon one’s copper line and phone number is 
retained.  And, there is no need to change out a security system.  These and other (likely) 
little-known facts will be discussed at the briefing Monday. 

 
This constitutes my understanding – as of today.  I add that caveat because the “story” has 
changed so often, with Verizon contributing to the confusion from the beginning. At one point, 
even UPS was confused because it was getting conflicting explanations from Verizon.  This 
has been a very challenging project, and we’re not done yet. I hope these “bullets” help to 
crystalize” your understanding.  Much more to come. I’m sure. 
 
Next month’s Board meeting will be September 18, at the home of Lynda O’Sullivan, 6273 
Chaucer View Circle, at 7 PM. 
 
That’s all for this month. 
 
Bruce 
president@landmarkmews.com 

 
 
NEWS YOU CAN USE & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
 
Dog Days of Summer 
Since we have several new residents in Landmark Mews, just a few reminders for ALL 
pawrents. In Fairfax County, dogs are required to be on a leash at all times in public areas 
unless they’re in a designated off-leash area. This means that ALL dogs must be on a leash on 
the berm and other common areas within Landmark Mews. The intent of the law is to protect 
the health and safety of the public and to protect your pet. The use of a leash will benefit you, 
your neighborhood, and your pet. There are many good reasons to keep your dog on a leash.  
1. It's a great good neighbor policy, preventing your dog from trespassing on the neighbor's 

property during your walk. It also keeps your dog from jumping on people you encounter, 
ensuring that your dog has the chance of being properly introduced. 

2. Walking your pet on a leash will prevent the spread of disease. It is less likely that your dog 
will be exposed to Parvo or Distemper. A leashed dog can be restrained from sniffing the 
droppings of other animals.  

mailto:president@landmarkmews.com
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3. A leash is commonly referred to as "Your Pet's Lifeline," protecting your pet from traffic and 
unrestrained animals. Accidents or animal bites are greatly reduced when responsible pet 
owners obey the leash law.  

4. It's a great identification tool, symbolizing that the dog has an owner, and enabling 
someone who sees the leash and identification tag attached to the dog's collar to find you if 
you and your pet should become separated.  

5. It's the law! The law is in place to protect other members of the public and your pet from 
injury. 

 
Pick up after your dog. This is the most basic tip when it comes to proper pet etiquette. Dog 
waste harbors disease and parasites that other dogs roll around in, sniff, and accidentally eat. 
Avoid the spread of sickness by picking up after your dog and disposing of it when you get 
home -- not your neighbor’s trashcan or recycling bin. 
 
Respect your neighbors’ yards. Many of our neighbors have put a lot of time and effort into 
making their front yards beautiful with their various plantings and meticulous lawn care. Dog 
urine can kill grass and other landscape plants, so it is best to not allow your pet to pee on 
your neighbors' property. 
 
Back to School Traffic Safety Informationi 
As the new school year is about to begin it is important to know the following information to 
protect our community and students as they travel to and from school. When are motorist 
required to stop for a school bus loading or unloading passengers: 
 
A. Two lane roadway: ALL traffic must stop in both directions.  
B. Two lane roadway traffic with center turn lane: ALL traffic must stop in both directions.  
C. Four lane roadway traffic WITHOUT a median separation: ALL traffic must stop in both 

directions. 
D. Divided highway of four or more lanes WITH a median separation: Only traffic following the 

school bus must stop. 
 

Penalty for Passing A Stopped School Bus in Virginia  
Passing a Stopped School Bus in Virginia under Va. Code §46.2-859 is a form of reckless 
driving. Therefore, it is a Class 1 misdemeanor. It is punished with up to 12 months in jail, a 
fine up to $2500, court costs, driver’s license suspension for 60 days up to 6 months, 6 DMV 
demerit points. and possible enrollment in the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) if 
the court believes the reckless driving is alcohol or drug-related. If the driver was using a 
handheld communications device in violation of Va. Code §46.2-1078.1 (or texting while 
driving), he will be fined a mandatory minimum of $250 (Va. Code §46.2-868(C)). A driver can 
also be charged with, and convicted of, both reckless driving and texting while driving in 
Virginia. Please see below for additional information and have a safe start to the school year!  
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New Cell Phone Law in Effectii 
The Fairfax County Police Department reminds all residents that, effective July 1, 2019, 
handheld use of a cell phone is prohibited while driving through highway work zones in 
Virginia.  A mandatory fine of $250 applies for violations of this new law, § 46.2-1078.1 of the 
Code of Virginia (https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1078.1/). 
Avoid distracted driving and help keep everyone safe by staying focused on the road. 
 
Meet Jade, Fairfax County's Comprehensive Mapping Applicationiii 
Do you want to explore your neighborhood in great detail from the comfort of your computer or 
mobile device? Then check out our new mapping application, called Jade, with over 170 layers 
to view, combine and analyze. These layers include everything from individual parcel reports to 
roadway maintenance to streetlight locations to soils underneath your feet to you name it. For 
the first time, we're making our library of oblique aerial imagery available to the public. You can 
virtually move around any location in Fairfax County with side-views from each cardinal 
direction. Furthermore, there are 14 different years of aerial imagery, ranging from 1937 to the 
present. You also can export PDF and image maps based on the layers you've chosen, as well 
as draw measurements and mark up maps. More details, including the link to the new mapping 
application: http://bit.ly/2z059jm 
 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1078.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1078.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1078.1/
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=120685480
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=120685480
http://bit.ly/2z059jm
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Alexandria King Street Art Festival 2019 Set For Septemberiv 
For one weekend each year, King Street turns into an outdoor art gallery. The 17th annual 
Alexandria King Street Art Festival returns on Saturday, Sept. 21 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and Sunday, Sept. 22 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on King Street from Washington Street to the 
waterfront. Admission is free. 
 
More than 200 artists from around the country will showcase fine jewelry, handcrafted apparel, 
decor, paintings, life-sized sculptures, glasswork, photography, ceramics and other works of 
art. Artists will be on site for the entirety of the festival, allowing visitors to learn the inspiration 
behind the works. Over $15 million in art will be on display in all. 
 
The original artwork on display is selected from a panel of expert judges from hundreds of 
applicants. The selection process ensures a variety of mediums and price ranges will be 
offered. 
 
Aside from browsing the outdoor art gallery, guests can enjoy The Art League's popular Ice 
Cream Bowl Fundraiser sells handmade bowls with a scoop of ice cream for $15 each. 
Proceeds benefit The Art League's ceramics department. Participants can enter free drawing 
to win ceramic artwork and an Art League gift certificate. 
 
The Torpedo Factory Art Center will bring back its Beer & Wine Torpedo Garden Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Enjoy a glass of craft beer or wine 
while exploring all three floors and 82 artists' studios. The event will include exhibitions, 
games, hands-on activities and music. 
 
 
The Winter Village at Cameron Runv 
Once summer has come and gone and the weather gets cold, Alexandria will have a new 
attraction to look forward to. The new Ice & Lights: The Winter Village at Cameron Run is set 
to open on Nov. 15 at Cameron Run Regional Park, 4001 Eisenhower Avenue. 
 
The Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority's summer waterpark destination will be 
transformed into a winter wonderland for this new attraction. Guests can rent skates and try 
out the ice rink, check out nightly snowfall, a 100-foot light tunnel, decorated trees and other 
winter displays. Warm up by the fire pits or in heated tents while the kids explore the Paradise 
Playground, or gather the whole family for picturesque photo opps and shopping at the Bling & 
Things Retail Shop. Pizza, s'mores, ice cream and more will be available for purchase. 
 
The Winter Village will be open from Nov. 15 through Jan. 5, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. From Jan. 
6 to  
Feb. 28, the ice rink only will remain open Fridays from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. and weekends from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Village admission is $5 and free for kids under 2. Ice skating is $8 and skate rentals are $4. 
For more information, visit the Winter Village website. 
 

https://www.novaparks.com/events/ice-lights
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Right Tree, Right Placevi 
Trees provide numerous benefits to properties and the environment. Many trees can live for 
generations which makes the species selection process very important. When planted in an 
unsuitable location trees may cause problems over time. 
 
The typical approach to tree selection centers on its visual appeal or desired purpose, such as 
privacy screening or shade. Appearance is important and can include texture (foliage, flowers 
and bark); form or overall shape; and seasonal color. Features like unique bark and berries 
provide additional visual enjoyment. 
 
It is important to choose a tree that is appropriate for the planting space so it will not struggle in 
the existing environment, such as the tree in the photo.  Since many trees live for decades, 
consider the mature height and spread of the tree. This should include adequate soil volume to 
feed the tree and anchor its roots. Think of the individual adaptations and preferences of the 
tree as part of the “Right Tree, Right Place” selection criteria. For example, adequate moisture 
is important, but too much water can kill some trees. Similarly, not all trees thrive in full sun, 
while some are tolerant of shade. 
 
A good place to start a search for the right tree is from a list of native trees, view Native Plants 
for Northern Virginia (page 46). Planting species that are native to Fairfax County helps the 
environment and they have a better chance of thriving in the local hardiness zones (7a or 7b). 
Always choose native plants and trees. A tree that grows well in this area and has room to 
spread, will be healthier and require less maintenance for many years. 
 
For more information about the benefits of trees; how to select, plant, and maintain trees, and 
additional information from the Fairfax County Tree Commission, download the Fairfax County 
Tree Basics booklet.  
 
See more information about The Benefits of Planting Trees or call the urban forester of the day 
during regular business hours at 703-324-1770, TTY 711. 
 
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to 
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long 
as the content is appropriate.  
 

  

https://www.novaregion.org/DocumentCenter/View/10615/Northern-Virginia-Native-Plant-Guide---FINAL#page=46
https://www.novaregion.org/DocumentCenter/View/10615/Northern-Virginia-Native-Plant-Guide---FINAL#page=46
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/sites/publicworks/files/Assets/documents/PDF/publications/Tree-Basics-Booklet.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/sites/publicworks/files/Assets/documents/PDF/publications/Tree-Basics-Booklet.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/benefits-planting-trees
mailto:secretary@landmarkmews.com
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LANDMARK MEWS 
REAL ESTATE UPDATE – JULY 2019 

Updated on 8/23/19 1:33 PM 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
5201 Cottingham Place 
List Price: $619,000 
List Date: 8/22/19 
DOM-MLS: 2 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
5196 Bedlington Terrace 
List Price: $625,000 
List Date: 5/4/19 
DOM-MLS: 88 
Status: CNKO 
Agreement of Sale Date: 7/4/19 
Close Date: 8/27/19 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
6354 Brampton Court 
List Price: $619,000 
List Date: 7/6/19 
DOM-MLS: 27 
Status: CNKO 
Agreement of Sale Date: 7/31/19 
Close Date: 8/12/19 
Close Price: $619,000 
 
EXPIRED 
6311 Manchester Way 
Original List Price: $579,000 
Original List Date: 5/24/19 
New List Price: $559,000 
New List Date: 6/13/19 
DOM-MLS: 75 
Status: Active 
  
 

i MPO A. E. Eggers, Fairfax County Police Department, Franconia District Station, Crime Prevention Unit 
ii Mason District August 2019 E-Newsletter 
iii www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
iv West End Alexandria Patch 
v Old Town Alexandria Patch 
vi https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/right-tree-right-place 

                                                 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/right-tree-right-place

