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NEXT HOA MEETING:
Wednesday, March 18 @ 7:00 PM – 6325 Manchester Way
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood)
February 2020
The Board met February 19, as scheduled, and zipped through the agenda with dispatch. Not
that I’m complaining.
Before summarizing those actions, I wanted to pass along the sad news of the passing January
30 of Jan Gray, wife of retired Marine Corps Commandant and long-time Mews resident, Al Gray.
The Board extends its deepest sympathies to General Gray, knowing that the wonderful years
they spent together and the memories they shared are her lasting legacy to him, memories that
we hope will comfort him at this difficult time. Reading her obituary (here), Jan led an
extraordinary life and her time with Al, truly a lifetime’s adventure. Requiescat in pace.
Turning to other community matters, herein, a summary of the Board’s actions:
FIOS: One of these days there will no longer be a need to mention “FIOS.” But, not yet. For
those participating in the WCC Cable line-bury exercise, I mailed your checks to WCC on
Tuesday, February 18. At this writing, Friday, February 21, WCC is on site beginning its
installation. I will keep you all updated as promptly as I can. Attached is the final list of those
opting in to the WCC service.
Landscape Renovation 2.0: 2.0 was to have been completed in 2019 but has been delayed
somewhat, most recently by a property boundary issue that arose during renovation of
Manchester Park. We discovered that the timber wall along the one side of the Park encroached
several inches onto 6327 Manchester Way, and the rear fence of that property encroached
several inches onto common property. The owner of 6327 Manchester has graciously agreed to
approve an easement in favor of the community rather than us having to rip up timbers and likely
jeopardize the health of the large adjacent tree. The developer purportedly erected the owner’s
fence, and the Board saw no good reason to require the owner to move the fence a few inches,
and after all these years. Therefore, in consideration for granting an easement for the timbers,
the Board approved (unanimously) granting the owner an easement for the fence. As soon as
the documents are executed, work can begin again on Manchester Park, and AL&L’s crew can
complete other 2.0 work remaining on the berm.
Landscape 2.5: This is the Board’s 2020 Landscape Renovation project, significantly less
extensive than the past two years’ and representing a follow-on/clean-up of last year’s project.
The Board approved (unanimously) funding for three projects: (1) Renovating the two brick
pathways leading to Landmark Mews Drive, by replacing timbers with the same timbers used in
Manchester Park and resetting all bricks. The new timbers are a composite material that require
no maintenance, meaning maintenance/replacement can be excluded from future scheduled
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expenses. Cost: $19,225; (2) Planting trees along the bare border along the east side of the
berm. Last year, the Board had this area surveyed to pinpoint our border, so we could decide
whether to plant or build a wall or some other boundary structure. The Board decided on
plantings – trees, flowering plants – pursuant to Landscape consultant Jeff Lange’s
recommendations. Cost: $9,690; and (3) Enhanced lighting, building on the already-very good
result of new pathway and uplighting. Additional lighting will provide uplighting on the opposite
side of the berm from current uplighting, uplight the Magnolias at the base of Brampton Court,
and provide additional uplighting to Manchester Park, the area along Stevenson Avenue to the
cul de sac, and at the Manchester Way entrance. New pathway lighting will complement the
renovated pathways to Landmark Mews Drive. Cost: $11,735. Total cost: $40,650.
We also approved $2,845 for Brightview to move four more irrigation valve boxes away from
water-prone areas created by last year’s berm renovation.
Landscape Retrospective: With approval of landscape renovation work for 2020, it is useful to
step back to see how far we have come in three years. Three years ago, the Board undertook
a two-to-three year project to renovate all landscape in the community, landscape that had been
here for decades, was too large, sometimes diseased, and dated the age of our community.
Huge conical Nellie Stevens hollies planted at the entranceways blocked major sections of the
brick wall. They had been hacked over the years and diseased. Other shrubs and bushes had
been planted with little aforethought and were frequently in poor shape.
There also were chronic drainage problems on the berm, which the Board recognized as
essential to correct.
The Board undertook a complete renovation, a not-significant expense, because only a complete
renovation would do the job right. It also was a fortuitous time to do so, because we are not
facing in the near term any other major infrastructure expense, such as repaving roads or major
concrete work. In 2018, with Landscape 1.0, we renovated both entranceways and the “island”
at the confluence of Chaucer Lane and Chaucer View Circle. We installed modern LED lighting,
eliminating lighting that was at least 35 years old. Total cost of Landscape 1.0 was about
$65,000. Landscape 2.0 in 2019 would finish the job. We would fix the berm’s drainage, and
replant the berm, Manchester Park, and the area along Stevenson Avenue leading down to the
cul de sac. We also would eliminate unnecessary timbers and improve lighting across from
homes at the entrance at Manchester Park. Cost: about $160,000.
Landscape 2.5 finishes the job, putting final touches on last year’s work. Of course, there is
always something more to do, though those projects will be far less extensive: Renovating the
landscape timber wall along Stevenson Avenue by re-staining the timbers to match the new
timbers; re-planting at the end of Masefield Court; and filing in here and there. However, with
Landscape 2.5, 98 percent of the work is done.
The cost of a complete landscape renovation will be over $265,000. Yes, we can afford to do
this, with our reserves fully funded, and we remain over-reserved. In 2021, we will have another
reserve study completed, as we are required by law to have done every five years. At that time,
our infrastructure components will be evaluated and a revised repair and replacement schedule
produced. Adjustments will be made to the amount we commit to reserves annually (“reserve
expense”), based on the condition of our infrastructure and what we already have
5|Page

repaired/replaced under the current schedule. Some landscape expenses have subsumed
expenses we would otherwise have in the future, such as pathway re-surfacing and timber
replacement. Thus, although we have spent a fair amount on landscaping, this does not mean
we will face the same future repair and replacement obligations we have under the current
schedule.
In three years, we will have completely renovated all landscaping in the community, retaining
expertise in landscape architect Jeff Lange to advise us on design, replacing diseased and aged
landscape with new, contemporary plantings. The overall aesthetic will improve the “curb
appeal” of our community, important to potential buyers and be a source of pride to owners.
That’s all for this month. Next month’s Board meeting will be at Roger Casalengo’s home, 6325
Manchester Way, beginning at 7 PM.
Contact me: president@landmarkmews.com
NEWS YOU CAN USE
Save the Week: National Consumer Protection Week – The Fairfax County Department of
Cable and Consumer Services, Consumer Affairs Branch, will be celebrating National
Consumer Protection Week from March 1 - 7, 2020. National Consumer Protection Week is
a national celebration of federal, state, and local agencies and organizations that provide
consumer education and resources throughout the year. The Consumer Affairs Branch will
host consumer education booths, presentations, and workshops during the week. In addition,
the Virginia Department of Treasury Unclaimed Property Division will offer consumers an
opportunity to check for unclaimed stocks, bonds, utility deposits, and more. The Consumer
Affairs Branch is committed to ensuring that Fairfax County consumers have the tools and
resources to understand their consumer rights and to make informed decisions. Upcoming
events will be highlighted on the Consumer Affairs website
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/csd/consumer/ncpw2020.1
Sustainable Landscape Solutions for HOAs and Condo Associations – Participate in Plant
NOVA Natives' HOA and Condo Association Workshop at the Northern Virginia Community
College, Annandale Campus, on Friday, March 6, 2020, and learn about innovative sustainable
landscape practices, conservation of native plants and wildlife, and design. Speakers also will
address legal aspects of HOA governance. Land management and conservation experts will
provide information and answer questions. Register at www.plantnovanatives.org/symposiumsfor-hoa-and-condo-assoc-. Questions? Contact Plant NOVA Natives by e-mail
at plantnovanatives@gmail.com, or call 703-244-9174. Plant NOVA Natives is a collaborative
effort by more than 100 organizations, including government entities, such as the Northern
Virginia Regional Commission, Fairfax County Park Authority, Northern Virginia Soil and Water
Conservation District, and others. For more information, visit the Plant NOVA Natives' website
at www.plantnovanatives.org. 2
Fairfax County Animal Shelter Hosts Low-Cost Rabies Clinic for Pets – The Fairfax County
Animal Shelter will host a low-cost rabies clinic on Sunday, March 8, 2020 from 12 - 2 p.m., for
1
2

Source: Mason District February 2020 E-Newsletter
Source: Mason District February 2020 E-Newsletter
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dogs, cats and ferrets, at the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in
Annandale. All dogs must be on leashes, and cats and ferrets must be in carriers. The
vaccination cost is $15 per pet for a one-year rabies vaccination. To obtain a three-year vaccine,
please bring your pet's rabies certificate (not tag) showing the current rabies vaccination expiration
date. Fairfax County 2020 dog licenses will be sold separately for an additional cost of $10 per
license. Cash and checks only will be accepted for payment at the clinic. Questions? Contact
the Animal Shelter by e-mail at animalshelter@fairfaxcounty.gov, call 703-830-1100, or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/. A complete list of low-cost rabies clinics scheduled
throughout Fairfax County is available
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/communityassistance/rabiesclinics.3
Landmark Mall – At the suggestion of one of our residents, we will be including updates
on the Landmark Mall project as they become available. There is nothing new to report,
however, here is where it currently stands based on information garnered from
https://www.alexandriava.gov/LandmarkVanDorn.
The Landmark/Van Dorn Corridor Plan, approved by the City Council in 2009,
envisions a redeveloped Landmark Mall into a vibrant, urban town center. Ensuring
realization of this vision required an update to the 2009 Plan through the Landmark
Mall Re-Planning Process. This page provides information and materials related to
the planning process, as well as links to the 2009 Landmark/Van Dorn Corridor Plan
and the Eisenhower West – Landmark Van Dorn Advisory Group
Page updated on Sep 27, 2019 at 3:00 PM
Additional information can also be found at http://thenewlandmark.com/, the real estate
developer’s web site (Howard Hughes Corporation), where you can also sign up to
receive updates on the project.
Spring Cleaning Can Be A Win-Win4 – Spring is the perfect time to get rid of the things
that no longer bring you joy. I know my house can get cluttered quickly so I definitely
enjoy a good purge every so often. Since Spring is on the horizon, I thought I’d share
some profitable spring cleaning tips today!
A lot of people don’t know what to do with the items they no longer want so I’m here to
help you get organized and make a little money while you’re at it! Instead of letting
your closet fill up with clothes you never wear or shoving things you no longer use into
boxes in the basement – GET RID OF THEM!
Anything that is still usable, wearable, and in decent condition can be SOLD! Anything
that doesn’t sell or maybe isn’t exactly ~on trend~ can be donated and anything that
doesn’t meet that criteria can be tossed. Seriously, just pitch it.

3
4

Source: Mason District February 2020 E-Newsletter
Source: https://crystaljuneblog.com/5-ways-to-profit-from-spring-cleaning/
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There are several ways to sell the items you no longer want/need. In this post, I’m
breaking down five ways I’ve recently researched or used to sell some of my old goods.
Get your stuff together and make some $$$!
Consignment Shop
There are several local consignment shops that accept clothing and accessories in excellent
condition. Search for top rated consignment shops on yelp.com to find the best one for you. Most
shops charge a one-time consignment fee and after that, you earn a percentage from the sale of
your items. Consignment shops take seasonal clothing in good condition and some even accept
home décor and accessories. Be sure to check out the shop’s website and/or read their
consignment contract before committing. You’re definitely not going to make back what you spent
on your items, but it’s better than nothing!
ThredUp
ThredUP is essentially an online consignment shop. On their website, you can order a free kit and
they’ll send you a bag to fill up with women’s or children’s clothing, handbags, shoes, and
accessories to mail back to them. You’ll receive cash or credit for the items they process and
accept once those items sell. Note: On average, ThredUP accepts 40% of the items in a bag.
They’ll either ship back or recycle any items they don’t accept.
Fashionphile
There are a lot of pre-loved luxury goods sellers out there, but Fashionphile is my favorite. I’ve
sold a couple of items to Fashionphile and made AWESOME money. All you need to do is create
an account on their website and take pictures of any items you want to sell. After you submit the
pictures of your items, Fashionphile will send you a quote within a few days. If you choose to
accept their quote, you just print your shipping label and forms and mail them your item. When
Fashionphile receives your item, they will authenticate it in person and mail you a check! From a
seller’s perspective, the process was a breeze. If you have any luxury handbags, small leather
goods or jewelry that you no longer want, I HIGHLY recommend getting a quote from
Fashionphile.
Garage Sale
Ahh, yes, a good old fashioned garage sale… They can be a lot of work, but garage sales can
actually be kind of fun! Make sure you do some advertising beforehand whether it be on social
media or in the newspaper. Ask your neighbors if they want to join in on the garage sale, too! More
houses having a garage sale may attract more people to your neighborhood which = more sales
for everyone $$$!
Auction Consignment
I’ve recently come across a great local auction company, Alexandria Auctions. They offer a variety
of services to sell your unwanted items, such as estate sales, gallery auctions, and private sales, to
name a few. They accept consignments by appointment at their gallery, located off of I-395 at 5622
General Washington Drive, Alexandria, VA 22312. Items accepted for gallery auctions are listed
below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vehicles
Antique and Modern Furniture
Collectibles
Jewelry
Artwork
Rugs
Coins
Militaria
Tools and Appliances
Sporting Equipment
Special Collections
(Accepting firearms soon)
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Please contact them should you need assistance moving items to their gallery in Alexandria. They
can provide you with a list of licensed affiliates who are able to pick up from your home, storage
facility, business, etc.
I hope this post gets you excited about spring cleaning!

13 Absentee Voting Locations Open Starting Saturday5 - Starting this Saturday (Feb.
22), there will be 13 locations across Fairfax County open for in-person absentee voting
before the March 3, Democratic Party Presidential Primary Election.
To find these locations and hours, visit: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/absentee
VOTING HOURS
Voting hours vary by location so double check before going to absentee vote. But most
locations will be open Mondays through Saturdays.
The last day to absentee vote in person is Saturday, Feb. 29, at 5 p.m.
REASONS FOR ABSENTEE VOTING
In Virginia, voters must have a reason to absentee vote, and there are 20 valid reasons,
including working and commuting for 11 or more hours on Election Day.
PRIMARY CANDIDATES
While only Democratic presidential candidates will be on the ballot, any registered voter
can vote on March 3. Virginia holds open primaries, and voters don’t register by party.
MORE INFO
Contact the Fairfax County Office of Elections at 703-222-0776, TTY 711,
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS?
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like
to include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as
long as the content is appropriate.

5

Public Information Officer Brian Worthy, Fairfax County Government, Nextdoor Post
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LANDMARK MEWS
REAL ESTATE UPDATE – FEBRUARY 2020
Updated on 2/19/20 11:07 AM

ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS
6362 Brampton Court
List Price: $740,000
DOM-MLS: 8
Status: Active
List Date: 2/14/20

UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO
N/A

SOLD
6305 Chaucer View Circle
List Price: $655,000
DOM-MLS: 7
Status: Sold
Agreement of Sale Date: 1/29/20
Close Date: 2/14/20
Close Price: $675,000

ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS
N/A

RENTED
6326 Manchester Way
List Price: $3,000
List Date: 1/20/20
DOM-MLS: 12
Status: Rented
Agreement of Sale Date: 2/7/20
Close Date: 2/7/20
Close price: $3,000
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