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NEXT HOA MEETING: 
Wednesday, April 15 @ 7:00 PM – 6320 Manchester Way 

 
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 

And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 

MARCH 2020 
 
As you know, the Board cancelled its scheduled March18 meeting, so this month’s report 
is necessarily truncated.  Nevertheless, life in the Mews goes on, and I wanted to update 
you on all I can.   
 
Starting with the now-familiar monthly updates: 
 
FIOS:  I am close to no longer needing to mention this.  WCC has completed installation 
of pathways – conduit or cable – from the rear property line to the back of homes of 
participating owners.  66 of 148 owners participated – 44.8 percent.  These owners will 
now be able to subscribe to FIOS.  WCC realized that some installations were easier than 
forecast and will be making partial refunds to these owners.  I will be receiving checks 
from WCC and will distribute them to owners thereafter.  I do not know who all is receiving 
a refund, but am told there are relatively few.   Once these checks are delivered to owners, 
this will complete – mercifully – the protracted FIOS installation preparation phase that 
began at least two years ago.   
 
Landscape Renovation: Landscape renovation 2.0 is almost complete and 2.5 is about to 
get under way.  AL&L has made material progress this past week, in coming close to 
completion in Manchester Park and installing railings at certain “crossings” on the berm 
pathway.  Brightview finally completed asphalt repair along that pathway.  The landscape 
timber wall along Stevenson Avenue has been power washed and re-stained to match 
that of the new timbers.  The lighting contractor – RulyScapes – was here Friday the 13th 
to begin installing additional lighting, enhancing the already positive result.  Additional 
uplighting of trees in Manchester Park and on the berm, including the Magnolias at the 
end of Brampton Court and an additional light at the pathway “fork,”  additional uplighting 
along Stevenson Avenue, and brighter lights inside the Manchester Way entrance.  Roger 
was able to re-use lighting removed from Manchester Park to mount on the inside of the 
wall at the Manchester Way entrance and on the inside wall adjacent to 6320 Manchester 
Way.  These areas are now much better lit.      
 
Landscape 2.5 is about to begin: There will be a “green wall” of trees and flowering shrubs 
planted along the border with the conservation easement at the base of Landmark Mews 
Drive.  The brick pathways from Chaucer View Circle to Landmark Mews Drive will be 
rebuilt with new timbers – the same used in Manchester Park – and enhanced pathway 
lighting installed.  Finally, the end of Masefield Court will be replanted. Landscape 
consultant Jeff Lange will be providing a design in the near future.   There may be other 
ancillary landscaping, but this is mostly it. In two years, we will have completely re-
landscaped the community.  Other than that . . 
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The Board was set to discuss – now deferred – the results of our meeting at the end of 
February with Rees Broome counsel, Ursula Burgess. The Board has met with our 
counsel most years, early in the year, to review trends in association law and a just-
concluded Virginia General Assembly session.  These annual check-ins are instructive 
for all Board members and more so for new Board members.  Upon our first meeting in 
February 2017, my first year as President – the first time the Board had met with counsel 
in years -- Ursula gave us a to-do list.  We had much catching up to do.  Out of the 
meeting, we discovered we were required to create a forum for resident communication.  
That is why we created the Mews Facebook site.  There is no way to be sure we are on 
top of an ever-more complicated area of the law than to sit with our counsel from time to 
time, and we owe it to all of you that we remain fully informed.   
 
Importantly, we learned, the General Assembly defeated legislation regulating the use of 
political signs that would override rules set out in community governing documents.  
Landmark Mews’ Declaration of Covenants does not permit the use of any signs – of any 
kind – other than that used by realtors (the Board does have discretion to adopt rules). 
The legislation so alarmed community association attorneys that they asked for urgent 
help from their clients.  Most Board members were able to register our opposition quickly, 
and apparently, the tsunami of opposition from throughout the Commonwealth was so 
great the bill was withdrawn.  
 
Legislation was passed requiring HOAs to consider accommodating electric vehicle plug-
ins, as well as solar panels.  The legislation will not be effective until July 1.  There is time 
for the Board to deal with this, but it is another matter now on the horizon. 
 
That’s all for this month.  Our next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 15, at the 
home of Willie Spivey, 6320 Manchester Way, at 7 PM.  Assuming we have a meeting.  
Stay tuned. 
 
Bruce Wood 
President 
Landmark Mews Community Association 
president@landmarkmews.com 
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COVENANTS CORNER 
Stop Feeding the Squirrels 
 
Once again, someone is leaving peanuts and snacks out for the squirrels. So, once 
again, I must remind all residents that feeding wildlife is expressly forbidden by Board 
Resolution R/D #02-23, Pest Control. We don’t have this rule because we hate animals, 
but because leaving food out causes a host of unintended problems.  
 
Squirrels will nest around food sources (like a peanut trove) and are happy to chew on 
the wires and harass of your home. Raccoons are devilishly clever and notoriously 
destructive. Worst of all, the food you provide for the squirrels will also attract mice and 
rats.  
 
The squirrels are fine and fat. They don’t need your snacks.  
 
NEWS YOU CAN USE 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Testing: Answers To Your Most Frequently 
Asked Questions 

 
 

While Fairfax County’s Health Department has a constantly updated frequently 
asked questions webpage answering many of the questions community 
members have, testing has been a common topic at the Health Department’s 
COVID-19 call center. 
 
Below you’ll find some guidance from our Health Department. 
 
What You Need to Know About Getting Tested for Coronavirus 
If you think you have symptoms of COVID-19, contact your doctor or health care 
provider, and they can order a test. Health care providers are using their medical 
judgement to order tests for COVID-19. 
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How to Get Tested 
Your doctor will review your specific symptoms to make a medical decision on 
whether to test you. For example, your health care provider will consider your 
symptoms, how long you’ve been sick, and your potential for exposure, among 
other factors. 
 
It is important you call your doctor before you go to the office and follow their 
instructions. They will need to put infection control precautions in place prior to 
your visit. 
 
Your doctor will collect nose and throat swab specimens, and these specimens 
will be shipped to a laboratory for testing. 
 
The Fairfax County Health Department, along with other public health 
agencies in the region, are not conducting testing for COVID-19. You must 
contact your doctor and be evaluated by him or her. 
 
Anyone who is confirmed via lab testing with COVID-19 is investigated and 
monitored by the Health Department. 
 
The Health Department conducts a “contact investigation” to identify additional 
people who came in close contact with individuals in order to decrease the 
spread of the illness. Those close contacts will be self-quarantined and actively 
monitored for fever and respiratory symptoms. If they start experiencing 
symptoms, they will immediately undergo testing. 
 
Contact investigations are routinely conducted for other communicable diseases 
like measles and tuberculosis, and, now, COVID-19, to determine who is at high 
risk for exposure to stop the spread of the disease. 
 
Coronavirus Symptoms 
The symptoms for coronavirus are similar to those of influenza or other 
respiratory illnesses and include: 
• Fever 
• Cough 
• Difficulty breathing 
 
These symptoms may appear in as few as 2 days or as long as 14 days after 
exposure to the virus. Currently, those at elevated risk of exposure are: 
• Close contacts of persons with COVID-19 
• Healthcare workers caring for patients with COVID-19 
• Travelers returning from affected international or domestic locations where 

community spread is occurring also are at elevated risk of exposure, with 
level of risk dependent on where they traveled. 

 
Stay Informed 
This is a rapidly changing situation, and information is being shared as it 
becomes available. 
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• Learn more about COVID-19 on the Health Department Coronavirus (COVID-
19) Webpage or FAQ page 

• Call 703-267-3511 with questions. The call center is open from 9:30 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. weekdays and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends. 

• Residents may also text FFXCOVID to 888777 to receive updates from 
Fairfax County about COVID-19. 

 
2020 Census: We Need You for a Complete and Accurate Count!  
Once every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau counts every resident in the 
United States, as mandated by Article I, Section 2, of the U.S. Constitution. An 
accurate population count is needed for the distribution of more than $675 billion 
in federal funds back to state and local governments. For every Northern Virginia 
resident who is not counted in the census, our region could lose $1,200 a year in 
federal funding for:  
 

• National Direct Student Loans; Highway Planning and Construction;  
• Head Start and special education programs; The National School 
Lunch Program;  
• Medicare and Medicaid, and Section 8 Subsidies in Fairfax County.  

 
Responses to Census Bureau surveys are kept confidential and protected under 
Title 13 of the U.S. Code. Under this law, the Census Bureau will never share a 
respondent’s personal information with immigration enforcement agencies, like 
ICE; law enforcement agencies, like the FBI or police; or allow it to be used to 
determine their eligibility for government benefits. The results from any census or 
survey are reported in statistical format only.  

Here is what you will receive in the mail:  
• March 12-20: An invitation to respond to the census. \ 
• March 16-24: A reminder letter.  

 
If you have not responded, you will receive more notifications:  

• March 26-April 3: A reminder postcard.  
• April 8-16: A reminder letter and paper questionnaire.  
• April 20-27: A final reminder postcard before receiving a follow-up 
in person. 

 
Information about the 2020 Census is available on the Fairfax County website at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/census, or send an e-mail to  
census2020@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-324- 2391; TTY 711. Information 
about completing the census form, partnering with the Census Bureau, and 
applying for Census Jobs is available at www.census.gov, or contact the Call 
Center at 301-763-INFO (4636) or 800-923-8282; TTY 1-800-877-8339. 
 
DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
The DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is set for Saturday, April 20, 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m., and unused or expired prescription medicines may be dropped 
off at all Fairfax County Police Stations. For more information and locations near 
you, visit the DEA Web site after April 1 at 
www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html.  
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Friends of the George Mason Regional Library 
The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will co-host the popular, 
semi-annual book sale on Thursday, April 23, 3 - 9 p.m.; Friday, April 24, 10 a.m. 
- 6 p.m.; Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Sunday, April 26, 12 - 5 p.m. 
(Library services begin at 1 p.m.) The book sale will be at the library, 7001 Little 
River Turnpike in Annandale. For book sale highlights, visit 
http://georgemasonfriends.blogspot.com/ or call 703-813-6616. Information about 
all library services is avail- able at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/george-mason-regional.  
 
Culmore Multicultural Day 2020  
Culmore Multicultural Day 2020 will be held on Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. at the Woodrow Wilson Library, 6101 Knollwood Drive in Falls Church. 
Enjoy live music, folkloric dancers, children’s activities, and more. For more 
information, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/culmore-day, or call 703-324-
8514; TTY 711. 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
Be a Responsible Dog Owner – Pick Up After Your Pets and Follow Leash Laws 
Lately we’ve noticed that there has been a considerable increase in pet waste within the 
walls of our community, as well as on the wall perimeters on Stultz, Stevenson and 
Landmark Mews Drive.  
 
As most residents know, not picking up pet waste is against the law in Fairfax County 
and most jurisdictions, as does having a dog off leash in public areas that are not 
designated off leash areas, which includes the Berm. If your dog is off leash, it can go 
any where and you may not always see it to pick it up. Therefore, it is important that 
your dog is always on leash. The Berm is meant for ALL Landmark Mews residents to 
enjoy without having to worry about stepping in someone else’s pet waste. Moreover, it 
definitely is NOT a personal back yard, nor is it a pet’s personal toilet where one can 
leave their dog’s waste on the ground wherever they please.  
 
If your children walk your dog/s, please make sure that they know that they have to pick 
up after them. I’ve witnessed children not picking up after their dogs on the berm and 
had to gently remind them that they needed to do so. I’ve also seen distracted dog 
owners walking their dogs while texting, talking on their phone, listening to music, etc. 
and not see their dog defecate. Also, try to avoid having your dog pee or poop on 
residents’ front yards. Many residents spend a lot of time and money maintaining their 
front yards, which adds to the beautiful landscaping of Landmark Mews. Kindly respect 
their property and do not let dogs do their business on residents’ front yards.  
 
There are also very important environmental issues to be concerned about. Here is the 
link and an excerpt from www.fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 

Pet waste left on the grass or in the woods makes its way to storm 
drains every time it rains. Storm drains lead to lakes or streams that 
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ultimately lead to the Occoquan Reservoir and the Potomac Rivers, 
our drinking water supply. Pet waste may carry disease-causing 
organisms, which make water unsafe for swimming and more costly 
to treat for drinking. 
 
Dog waste on the ground is ugly and messy. It pollutes our 
environment even if it is hidden in the bushes, under leaves or in 
the woods. Please pick up after your pets. Our health may depend 
on it. 

 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/dog-waste-scoop-poop 
 
ESTATE SALE 
Amazing Treasure Filled Alexandria Estate Online Auction 
When: Wednesday, March 11 – Wednesday, March 18 
Location: 6335 Chaucer View Circle 
# of items: 264 
 
This Amazing Alexandria estate is loaded with a wide variety of Superb Treasures!! 
Highlights including Gorgeous high-end MCM furniture, John Widdicomb, carved Teak 
bar, Drexel Dining room set, Weiman console table, Clyde Pearson Provincial Damask 
Down Filled sofa & chairs, display cabinets, bedroom furniture, Italian marble pedestals, 
marble top tables and stands and more.  Walls are full of original Oil Paintings, other 
finds include estate jewelry, SCARCE FENDER SUPER REVERB AMP, Scandalli 
Italian Accordion, Civil War Sword, Knives, Militaria, German Steins, Fire King, Pyrex, 
Art Glass, Murano, Fenton, Cranberry, Art Pottery, McCoy, Hall, Lladro, Hummel, 
Goebel, Bavarian Fine China set, Tea Pots, Winfield Flatware set, Large selection of 
Orientalia, Jade Peach Tree, Vases, Artwork, Cloisonne, Jewelry, Military Bomber 
Jacket, vintage purses, clothes, electronics, record albums, books and MUCH MORE!! 
 
For more information and to register for the online auction, please visit 
https://www.ezdownsizing.com/ 
 
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would 
like to include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as 
long as the content is appropriate.  
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LANDMARK MEWS 
REAL ESTATE UPDATE – MARCH 2020 

Updated on 3/15/20 8:27 AM 
 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6362 Brampton Court 
List Price: $740,000 
DOM-MLS: 3 
Status: Active 
Relist Date: 3/13/20 
 
6362 Brampton Court 
List Price: $740,000 
DOM-MLS: 29 
Status: Withdrawn 
List Date: 2/14/20 
Off Market Date: 3/13/20 
 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
5195 Cottingham Place 
List Price: $695,000 
DOM-MLS: 3 
Status: Pending 
List Date: 3/6/20 
Off Market Date: 3/8/20 
Close Date: 4/10/20 
 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
6315 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $3,200 
DOM-MLS: 4 
Status: Active 
List Date: 3/11/20 
 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 


