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NEXT HOA MEETING:
Wednesday, May 20 @ 7:00 PM – 6273 Chaucer View Circle
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va

APRIL 2020
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The Board met Wednesday, April 22nd, as scheduled, covering considerable amount of
business, this being our first meeting since February. In a first, we met via Zoom, and I expect
this will not be the last time. Our agenda included a discussion of retaining a vendor to help
us deal with the chronic dog waste problem, consideration of numerous landscape contracts
to finish off our now-three year community landscape renovation, an initial policy discussion of
the President’s authority to approve contracts absent the Board’s prior approval, and a review
of the Board’s annual meeting with our counsel, Rees-Broome. Much terrain to cover.
Board Leadership: Perhaps the most consequential matter was selecting a new President to
succeed me when I step off the Board at the end of this month. I have been President (this
second time) for three years, four months. As many of you know, Estella and I have our house
on the market, and one of these days it will sell, at which time we will move to the San Antonio
area. But for a pandemic (who knew?), it is likely we would have sold by now and be on our
way. With that timeframe in mind, I thought it still timely to step down now. The Board will be
in good hands, with its approval of Treasurer Dan Aminoff as President. Dan is a former
President and served during a critical two years when the VDOT HOT Lanes and sound wall
were being planned and built. For the benefit of newer residents, it was 2011, when we
discovered almost by accident that VDOT planned to construct a flyover from the new HOT
Lanes to the main lanes atop the Manchester Way entrance. It was Dan who led the effort to
turn VDOT around, and the flyover, now located south of the cul de sac is the felicitous result
of that effort. (I should note, too, that Tim Foster also was extensively involved and worked in
later years with then-President Jerry Putman to give us the result you see). To say that Dan
has experience is an understatement; the Mews is in good hands.
Because the President cannot hold a separate office, the Board needed to select another
Treasurer. It selected current Board member Kimberly Beach, now in her second three-year
term. Kimberly has lived in the Mews for almost 20 years so, again, someone with extensive
knowledge of the community and someone, having worked with her for the past four years, I
know will acquit herself well.
It has been a productive three years-plus. The Board has accomplished much, because we
all have had a common vision for this community. I am fortunate to have served with them.
Other issues we covered:
Dog Waste: There is no problem more chronic to this community – and so complained about
incessantly over the years – as dog waste left on the berm and elsewhere because of owners
failing to pick up. We have posted signs, and the President, whomever he or she is, has
reminded residents innumerable times to pick up. Residents from other communities likely add
to the problem, as do other animals. I recommended the Board agree to retain a vendor to
pick up dog waste and to install (and maintain) dog waste stations placed at critical points in
the community. I asked for community feedback and received mostly positive responses. The
Board voted 5-1 with one absent to proceed. Poop911 (www.poop911.com) will be retained
to install waste collection stations (with bags) at three points on the berm – at the end of
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Brampton Court, at the confluence of the pathways near the brick pathway to Chaucer View
Circle, and near the beginning of the new pathway at the bottom of Landmark Mews Drive.
The contract also will include a weekly walk-through of the community and outside the walls,
for the first four weeks, then bi-weekly for the second month, to gauge whether there has been
any improvement in dog owner behavior. The dog waste bins will be emptied every week. The
cost for the first two months is $1,864 -- $1,067 of which is for installation of the three collection
stations. It is surely an expense we should incur, for the benefit of all residents – dog owners
and those without dogs – as a matter of community health. We will be spending over $260,000
to re-landscaping the community over the past three years. It would be anomalous to pennypinch on a service to improve the enjoyment and health of the community.
Landscape Renovation: Spring is normally a busy month, with seasonal projects, but far more
so this year with our on-going re-landscaping project. Although some work has been
completed, far more remains in the que. The Board approved all proposed projects (5-0-1)
totaling $17,897. These include drainage-related work, re-landscaping the end of Masefield
Court, laying a mulch trail (with proper drainage) adjacent to and around 6336 Manchester
Way (Lou Wagner’s house), a couple of additional trees to fill in gaps along the green border
on the berm, and a few additional pathway lights and new transformer. That work will proceed
over the coming weeks. In February, the Board approved rebuilding the two brick pathways to
Landmark Mews Drive (along with pathway lighting), and that work will follow later.
Spending Authority: Since 2004, the President has had the authority pursuant to a Board
resolution to expend up to $5,000 without the Board’s prior approval (and $10,000 with the
Board’s approval). This authority has been rarely exercised, and not to the limit. Regular order
is for the Board to approve any expenditures at a meeting or by email (with unanimous approval
to proceed by email and on the merits of the issue). The past two months have been an
extraordinary time, with the Board’s last meeting on February19. There was (and remains)
considerable work that needs to be done, in which I wanted to proceed without undue delay. It
is not that a contract is approved and the work is done the next week. I wanted to get whatever
work done I could and to get us in the que for other work, realizing that the longer into the
spring season we are, the more delayed work will be by contractors’ competing demands. Over
the years, an understanding of the President’s authority has morphed into a general power to
authorize expenditures up to $5,000 on any one or collection of projects, without limitation.
Through the haze of the past 16 years of community history, this was my understanding in
approving numerous projects. However, in reviewing the literal terms of the resolution I realized
my understanding does not support this interpretation. Therefore, I asked the Board to ratify
(effectively approve) contracts I approved earlier in good faith (along with a couple of new
projects). Could I have sought email approval for these projects? Sure. However, doing so is
often burdensome, as all members must agree to vote by email and to approve the matter at
hand – a double unanimous vote. There are practical limitations to proceeding in this manner
with multiple contracts proposed over a period of weeks and the constant follow-up with Board
members who do not check their email timely.
The resolution is not a model of clarity. It speaks in terms of “expenditures,” but is that intended
to include contracts, which are an obligation of a future expenditure? It envisions expenditures
from a “contingency fund,” but we do not have a contingency fund and probably have not had
one at least since the community became professionally managed in 2013. Read literally, the
President does not have the authority to spend a dime.
Yet, having a policy authorizing the President to act expeditiously makes sense. When I have
used this authority in the past, it always has been in connection with on-going work, where the
contractor has run into unexpected costs while working on the project and needs additional
funds to complete the project without delay. Therefore, it is propitious to reconsider the
appropriate extent of a President’s authority to obligate funds absent the Board’s prior
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approval. The Board began its consideration of this matter but will be discussing further at its
next meeting.
Next, Vice President Lynda O’Sullivan reviewed the “take-aways” from the Board’s February
meeting with our Rees Broome counsel, Ursula Burgess. This annual meeting with counsel is
most-informative, providing the Board with an update on the latest session of the Virginia
General Assembly, as well as trends in HOA law. Among the issues: electric car-charging
stations, solar panels, political signs, model codes of ethics and civility, and Board use of email.
More to follow in future months.
Finally, kudos to Ladd and Kathleen Ryan of 6287 Chaucer View Circle for volunteering to pay
for renovating the old bench on the berm. Alfredo will restore the bench in coming days, giving
us a third bench there. I much-appreciate Ladd’s and Kathleen’s community spirit.
That’s a wrap. Next month’s meeting is May 20. Unclear where or if it will be via Zoom again.
Contact me (until April 30) at president@landmarkmews.com.
Best,
Bruce

Bruce Wood
President
Landmark Mews Community Association
president@landmarkmews.com
COVENANTS CORNER
Spring has sprung and that time of year is upon us! Spring 2020 exterior home inspections
will begin in May 2020. For more information, please contact
covenants@landmarkmews.com.
NEWS YOU CAN USE
The City of Alexandria and the Alexandria Health Department (AHD) strongly urge everyone
to follow state orders to STAY HOME except for essential trips such as food purchases and
medical care, and keep 6 feet apart from others when in public. Your neighbors and loved
ones are counting on you to stop the spread of COVID-19.1
Governor Extends Business Restrictions Until May 8
Governor Northam has announced the extension of Executive Order 53, which bans crowds
or more than 10 people; closes recreation, entertainment and personal care businesses; and
limits restaurants to offering takeout and delivery services only, until May 8. The order was
extended to allow physical distancing, and other measures shown to be slowing the spread of
COVID-19, to continue. Extending the order also allows state officials to evaluate the
situation and plan for how to ease restrictions so businesses may eventually operate without
endangering public health. Executive Order 55 (requiring Virginians to stay at home unless
they must leave for essential services) remains in effect until June 10. 2

1
2
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Alexandria City Council Approves Additional Funds for COVID-19 Community
Response
On April 14, the Alexandria City Council unanimously approved an additional $100,000
contribution of City matching funds for the ACT Now COVID-19 Response Fund, following an
initial contribution of $100,000 on March 14. The Fund provides a rapid-response grants
process to help community organizations provide critical services including emergency food,
rental assistance, financial assistance, child care, household and medical supplies, medicine,
and more. 3
City Council also allocated an additional $220,000 to ALIVE! to ensure adequate food supply
for food distributions and food pantries through the end of May, following an initiation
contribution of $20,000 on March 14. ALIVE! provides nutritious staple foods to Alexandrians
in need through direct distribution to clients and by supporting Alexandria’s food pantries,
meal kitchens, public schools, recreation centers and other community partners. 4
If You Have Symptoms of COVID-19
The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are coughing, fever of over 100.4 F, and
shortness of breath. Use the CDC's Coronavirus Self-Checker to review your symptoms. If
you are concerned you may have COVID-19, call your healthcare provider to ask whether
you should come for an exam or test before visiting in person. Most people who get COVID19 recover on their own at home and do not need testing or treatment. Anyone with
symptoms of respiratory illness should isolate themselves; avoid contact with other people;
wash their hands frequently; and disinfect surfaces regularly.
If you have symptoms of COVID-19 and believe you've been in close contact with a
confirmed case of COVID-19, call the Alexandria COVID-19 Information Line at
703.746.4988, weekdays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. The Alexandria Health Department does
not provide COVID-19 diagnosis or testing. If you need a letter about your health status,
contact your healthcare provider. If AHD has contacted you directly for active monitoring or
quarantine, AHD can provide a letter for your employer clearing you to return to work once
that is complete.
Protect Yourself and Others, Especially Vulnerable Community Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Wash Your Hands. Rub hands together with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
Use Hand Sanitizer. If you can’t wash your hands, use hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol as you would wash your hands, rubbing them together for 20
seconds.
Don’t Touch Your Face. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed
hands.
Stay Home. If you are feeling sick, stay home. If you are well, avoid close contact
with people who are sick.
Use Your Elbow. Cough and sneeze into your elbow, not your hand. Alternatively,
cough or sneeze into a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash, and wash your
hands.
Disinfect Surfaces. Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Manage Stress. The CDC recommends taking breaks from exposure to the news;
take deep breaths or meditate; try to eat healthy; get sleep or rest; make time to do
activities you enjoy; and connect with others to share your feelings.
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To receive text message alerts from the City related to COVID-19, text ALEXCOVID19 to
888777. For more information about the COVID-19 coronavirus and how you can help protect
yourself and those around you, visit alexandriava.gov/Coronavirus . For questions about
COVID-19, call the Alexandria COVID-19 Information Line at 703.746.4988, weekdays from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. Virginia residents can also call the Virginia Department of Health public
information line, 877.ASK.VDH3., for questions about the novel coronavirus situation. If you
have chest pain or shortness of breath, call or text 911.
VA Residents Should Wear Face Masks: Gov. Northam, CDC5
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam on Friday, April 3, 2020, urged all residents to wear masks if
they must leave their home. The CDC has also recommended masks.
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam on Friday urged all residents to wear a cloth mask if they must
leave their home. The measure is recommended as the state confirmed 2,012 cases of the
new coronavirus and 46 deaths.
The governor issued a state-at-home order Monday for residents to help contain the
coronavirus outbreak. The order went into effect Monday and lasts until June 10. Local police
will break up gatherings of 1o or more people, and residents are asked to contact the police if
they see stores or other establishments not enforcing social distancing or limiting their
customer counts to 10 or fewer people.
In light of the state's prohibition of wearing masks law, Northam said Friday that "no law
enforcement will be bothering anybody because they have a covering on their face."
Northam said the availability of N95 masks should be reserved for first responders, healthcare providers and workers at facilities like nursing homes. However, he encourages
individuals to cover their faces when outside their homes for essential tasks, particularly
around other people.
"I think it would not only protect them but ...others around them, so I would encourage that to
happen," said Northam.
There are numerous online tutorials for making face masks on YouTube. Online
retailers including Etsy, are currently selling the cloth masks, but shipping times vary.
REAL ID Enforcement Deadline Extended – Because of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
national emergency declaration, the Department of Homeland Security's REAL ID
enforcement deadline was extended from October 1, 2020 to October 1, 2021. For more
information, visit www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/26/acting-secretary-chad-wolf-statement-realid-enforcement-deadline. 6

5

Deb Belt, Patch Staff, April 3, 2020

6

Mason District April 2020 E-Newsletter

7

Keeping Clean During COVID-19 – If the supply of toilet paper is running low in your
household, beware of how you discard so-called "flushable wipes"
(www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/keeping-clean-during-covid-19). The wipes are not
flushable. Putting them in the toilet may block pipes and cause a sewage backup into
homes. It's not a pleasant topic, but there is nothing pleasant about a backed-up toilet and
the cost of cleanup and repairs to the sanitary (wastewater) line. For more information about
preventing backups and overflows, visit the Fairfax County Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services website
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/wastewater/preventing-backups-and-overflows.7
HOW BAD IS IT?
Tips & Tricks from the editors of HGTV Magazine8
Q: How bad is it to inflate the value of a charitable donation for a tax return?
A: KINDA BAD!
When you guesstimate the worth of your donations, part of you might believe the price is right
– hey, you only wore that little black dress once! That sofa was a custom order! Sadly, the
IRS has other standards. “The ‘fair market value’ that tax returns ask for essentially translates
to garage sale and Craiglist prices,” says Alison Cogan, CPA, director of tax services at MRA
Advisory Group in Parsippany, NJ. Computers that review returns refer to stats for how much
the average person with your income donates and flag transactions that stand out. Read:
You risk an audit. So crunch some numbers – organizations like Goodwill and The Salvation
Army have guides that list common items. “For anything valued at more than $500, take a
picture and note the cost and how you determined it, in case you ever need to show your
work to the IRS,” says Cogan.9
Q: How bad is it to ignore a light that sometimes flickers?
A: REALLY BAD!
Get on it. Lights on the blink could be a minor deal or a sign of a major electrical problem.
The situation is harmless if it involves a loose bulb (tighten that thing!), or an LED one
installed in a fixture with an order dimmer switch that doesn’t synch with the lower voltage
(replace the dimmer). Otherwise, contact a licensed electrician ASAP. “A light that
occasionally flcikers can be a sign of a loose connection in it, the switch, the outlet, or the
circuit, which could lead to electrical shock or become a fire hazard,” says contractor Mike
Holmes, host of Holmes and Holmes. If the lights around your place simultaneously brighten
and dim, a transformer in the area may be malfunctioning; to find out, call your power
company.
Q: How bad is it to not flatten cardboard boxes for recycling?
A: PRETTY BAD!
Break the down, for the sake of your recycling crew and the planet. Although flattening
parcels isn’t always mandatory, “it means they take up less space in trucks and are easier for
processors to handle,” says Mitch Hedlund, executive director of the nonprofit group Recycle
Across America. Leave a box intact and it might not get recycled, he says: Workers at plants
may lack the time to check for non-processable material inside (we’re talking to you, packing
peanuts) and could send the box to the trash (eep). Given the boom in boxes out there, partly
due to the vast increase in online orders, it’s more key than ever to prevent them from ending
up in a landfill. So go on, be a model recycler!
7
8
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HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS?
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long
as the content is appropriate.
LANDMARK MEWS
REAL ESTATE UPDATE – APRIL 2020
Updated on 4/26/20 10:22 AM
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS
6362 Brampton Court
List Price: $740,000
DOM-MLS: 44
Status: Active
List Date: 3/13/20
WITHDRAWN
6362 Brampton Court
List Price: $740,000
DOM-MLS: 29
Status: Withdrawn
List Date: 2/14/20
Off Market Date: 3/13/20

ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS
6315 Chaucer View Circle
List Price: $3,200
DOM-MLS: 46
Status: Active
List Date: 3/11/20
6326 Manchester Way
List Price: $3,000
DOM-MLS: 4
Status: Active
List Date: 4/22/20
RENTED
N/A

UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO
N/A
SOLD
5195 Cottingham Place
List Price: $695,000
DOM-MLS: 3
Status: Sold
List Date: 3/6/20
Off Market Date: 3/8/20
Close Date: 4/10/20
Close Price: $700,000
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