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NEXT HOA MEETING: 

Wednesday, November 19 @ 7:00 PM via Zoom (Monthly Meeting) 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
OCTOBER 2020 

 
The Board met Wednesday, October 21st, as scheduled, via Zoom.  Our agenda included 
approving a follow on project with Overlook to re-plant and re-seed the recently cleared area 
at the end of Landmark Mews Drive, approval of the 2021 budget, a further discussion of the 
RFP process for our landscape contract renewal, and approval of PM+ as our vendor for the 
2021 Reserve Analysis. 
 
Landmark Mews Drive Enhancement Project: The Board approved the proposal from 
Professional Grounds, Overlook’s landscape contractor, to install trees and wildflower plots in 
the recently cleared areas.  This will allow for native growth to take hold and make the area 
look more natural. 
 
2021 Budget: The Board reviewed the draft 2021 budget.  There were no changes from the 
initial proposal and the Board approved it unanimously.  
 
To repeat what I had indicated in September’s report, as with most things these days, costs 
continue to increase.  The Board did a line by line review of the budget and will have a final 
budget to approve at our October meeting.  We will not raise dues for 2021.  However, given 
a general increase in overall costs, some enhanced services to the community, and to conform 
to our reserve requirements, it is highly likely that we will implement a dues increase in 2022.  
We will provide more details on that as we work towards our draft budget for 2022 in September 
of 2021.  
 
RFP Process for our Landscape Contract Renewal: As it turns out, the community has one 
additional option year under the proposal from BrightView in 2016.  The Board will exercise the 
2021 option and look to negotiating a new contract beginning in 2022.  The Board created a 
sub-committee of members that are drafting a RFP (Request for Proposal) to the various 
landscape companies that would be interested in servicing Landmark Mews.  We will begin the 
RFP process in the second quarter of 2021. 
 
2021 Reserve Analysis: The Board approved the proposal for a Level 1 reserve analysis from 
PM+, the company that has done our past two reserve analysis.  Work will get underway in 
early 2021.   
 
 
That’s a wrap. Thank you to those of you that were able to join us for the Annual Meeting.  Next 
month’s regular meeting is scheduled for November 18th, via Zoom.   
 
Best, 
 
DanPresident  
Landmark Mews Community Association 
president@landmarkmews.com 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 
Landmark Mews Halloween Survey 
Here is a link to the Halloween survey results!  Based on the responses, it looks like we will 
have trick or treating at the end of the driveways in individual bags so family can social 
distance and go to participating houses. There will also be a Halloween parade at 5:30 
around Chaucer View Circle starting at the front end of the neighborhood and going 
clockwise! Parents need to be present with children to ensure social distancing and mask 
wearing. We hope neighbors will come out to see the kids in their costumes! 
 
If you do NOT want to participate, please turn off your front outdoor lights so parents and kids 
know to skip your house.  
 
City of Alexandria Provides COVID-19 Updates1 
The City of Alexandria and the Alexandria Health Department (AHD) remind everyone that 
you are safest at home. Older adults and persons with underlying medical conditions are at 
greater risk for severe disease and are advised to minimize potential exposures as much as 
possible. Please keep at least 6 feet of distance from others. To stop the spread of COVID-
19, everyone ages 10 and older must wear a mask over their nose and mouth in indoor 
public places and when at least 6 feet of physical distance cannot be maintained between 
those of different households in outdoor public places. Learn more about the state order and 
City ordinance requiring masks, including exceptions. Use the Virginia Department of 
Health’s COVIDWISE app to be quickly and anonymously notified of likely exposure to the 
virus. Your neighbors and loved ones are counting on you.  
 
Vaccine Planning2 
Researchers are working to develop vaccines for the coronavirus that causes COVID-19. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is coordinating closely with health 
departments and partners to develop plans to deliver the vaccines to the public once they are 
available. The safety of a COVID-19 vaccine is the top priority. Several vaccines are being 
developed, and some may be available before others. The supply of vaccines may be limited 
to start and is expected to increase over the first few months. The initial limited quantity may 
result in some groups being recommended to receive the vaccine first, which will be 
determined in the most fair and ethical way possible. The federal government has committed 
to making the vaccine available at no cost, however providers may be able to charge for 
administering the vaccine, and most insurance companies are expected to cover the cost. 
People without insurance will have access to the vaccine at no cost. The CDC’s frequently 
asked questions web page will continue to provide information on the plan for vaccine 
administration as it becomes available.    
 
Please Leash Your Pets and Don’t Allow Your Pets to Use Your Neighbor’s Yard  
We have received several resident complaints that a few residents continue to have their 
dogs off leash (WHICH IS ILLEGAL) and/or allow them to play and/or do its business on 
neighbor's yards. It may not seem like a big deal to the dog owners, however, it is very 
distasteful and disrespectful to the homeowner whose yard your dog defecates or urinates 
on. Even if you clean up your pet's mess, it is still very obtrusive. Please DO NOT use your 
neighbor's yard for pet play or pet waste! There are common areas throughout the 
community for your pet to go and pet stations for your use and convenience. 
Pet waste, in particular, pet urine, can leave unsightly marks on grass. We should all be 
respectful of each other's property. Please do your part and keep your dog leashed while 

 
1 Alexandria e-News, October 15, 2020 
2 Alexandria e-News, October 15, 2020 
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walking them in the community and take them to the common areas to do their business and 
clean up after them there. 
 
For those that continue to let your dogs off leash anywhere in the community, it is ILLEGAL 
to do so per Fairfax County law. There are nearby dog parks that are sanctioned off leash 
dog areas. Please visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/Dogs for more information. 
 
If you would like to report a dog off leash, please call Fairfax County Animal Control at  
703-691-2131. 
 
7 Things You Should Clean Before Winter Hits3 
These are some cleaning tasks almost everyone procrastinates to check off their to-do lists. 
We're pretty sure cleaning the gutters and washing the windows both land somewhere near 
the top. But if you're ever going to get it done, the fall is the ideal time. You've already 
skipped the summer swelter—and you'll be grateful you tackled these chores once the 
temperatures dip and the snow sets in. Plus, nothing helps procrastination like a good, old-
fashioned deadline. If you've put off the following household tasks all year long, here are 
seven things you'll want to prioritize in the weeks ahead. 
 
Gutters 
If you don't clear out the gutters before the winter, the collected debris can create blockages. 
Once the snow and ice thaws, it will have no where to go. The result? Potential leaks in the 
roof. To save yourself a big headache come springtime, hire a pro or follow these gutter-
cleaning tips.  
 
Windows 
If possible, it's best to save window-washing for a cloudy spring or fall day. In the scorching 
summer sun, the water will evaporate quickly, leaving streaks. In the winter, the water will 
freeze into icy sheets. Plus, if you're planning to spend more time at home this winter, you'll 
appreciate having clean, streak-free windows in the months ahead.  
 
Siding (and Patio) 
Noticed that your home's white siding looks a little gray? Can't even remember what color 
your patio pavers were before years' worth of grime collected on them? Time to pull out the 
pressure washer, or rent one at your local hardware store. 
There's a reason power-washing videos are becoming popular on TikTok: the before-and-
after transformations are impressive.  
 
Radiators and Vents 
Quick, you'll want to tackle this chore before you turn the heat on for the season. If you have 
a metal radiator, use a bottle brush to dust in between the rungs. Place paper beneath the 
radiator to catch the debris.  
If you have an HVAC system, dust the vents before you turn the heat on. First, vacuum each 
vent using a crevice attachment, then wipe with a microfiber cloth.  
 
Chimney 
If you're lucky enough to have a home with a working fireplace, you'll want to get the chimney 
cleaned before cozy season starts. A professional will clear out soot and any creosote 
buildups, preventing chimney fires and excess smoke.  
 
 
 

 
3 Real Simple, October 20, 2020 
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Winter Coats 
Technically, we typically recommend getting winter coats cleaned before you store them 
away for the summer, but if that didn't happen this year, now's the time to spruce them up. 
Check the care label on each coat, then drop them off at the dry cleaner or follow these 
steps to wash and dry them at home.  
 
Outdoor Furniture and Hammocks 
Before you stash patio furniture and hammocks in the basement or under a waterproof cover 
for the winter, give them a quick clean. This way, stains won't have a chance to set in, and 
you'll thank yourself in the spring. When the weather warms up again, you can just clear 
away any cobwebs and kick your feet up on that lounge chair.  
 
Home Hacks 
Cleaning Away Grease Stains and Residue from Plastic Food Containers 
Now that most of us have been cooking from home or ordering lots of take out, leftovers in 
plastic containers is probably a daily ritual. However, once the food is gone, you’re often left 
with a greasy plastic container and struggle trying to remove the tiny beads of grease from its 
walls and lid. No matter how hard you scrub with a sponge, it just won't budge. 
 
Here’s a Home Hack that really works! I’ve tried it!  

1. Start by putting a little bit of dish soap and warm water into the stained container. 
2. Then add a few small pieces of torn paper towels. 
3. Next, seal the lid and shake the container vigorously for 45 seconds to one minute. 
4. Rinse out the container. 

Your plastic container should feel clean to the touch, no more grease! If you have a 
household tip you would like to share, please send it to secretary@landmarkmews.com. 

 
COMMUNITY CORNER  
 
Tim Foster’s Cable TV Tips (not Cox vs FIOS) 
Feeling guilty that our cable TV bill had grown to $300/ month, I “scrubbed” our cable TV to 
see if choices I made years ago still make sense in light of today’s options. They didn’t. For 
anyone tempted to undergo this exercise, here are some suggestions:  
 

1. More cable boxes than you reasonably need? I had been oblivious to the broad 
channel selection and excellent reception available at no cost via Over-the-Airways 
(antenna) TV. To test, I invest $40 on a portable, in-house antenna. Results: Excellent 
reception; 65 channels, including the four major networks (three channels, each) 
PBS, CSPAN. Conclusion: Return one of two cable boxes plus two mini boxes 
previously serving seldom-used old TVs relegated to guest rooms/ office. 

2. Add free content to non-cable TVs? Low-cost devices, such as Amazon Fire Stick, 
enable even antique TVs with “incompatible connectors” to access Internet streaming 
services via your home WiFi network – some free, some services are free, other 
charge a monthly fee. [Note: $15 adapters listed on Amazon will bridge the connector 
ap.   

3. With streaming capability, are you maxing “free” access? E.g.: 
a. Amazon Prime members have free access to Prime Video App 
b. PBS donors (e.g., WETA) have free access to advantages of Passport TV, 

which are more than standard PBS app. 
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c. Many streaming services (e.g., “Pluto,” provide free access to hundreds of 
channels and large inventory of movies / TV series – with commercials. The 
commercials seem shorter and much less frequent than often observed on 
regular network channels. 

d. The searchable app, Reelgood , tailored to your subscriptions, can quickly 
show if you have free access, or if not,  where to rent.  

4. Does it make sense to subscribe to more than one premium service (e.g., 
NetFlix and HBO) at a time? Or, permanently? Even compulsive TV watchers might 
have a hard time exhausting the content of even one – forgetting all the other 
competing options. Alternate strategy: Explore one for a month or two; cancel; restart 
and explore the other. Repeat as necessary. Streaming services are geared to allow 
this “in-and-out” strategy.  

 
Our conclusion: We decided last month to “cut the cord”; i.e., we brought in FIOS Internet-
only service, without TV. Feedback next time.  
 
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to 
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long 
as the content is appropriate.  
 
 

LANDMARK MEWS 
REAL ESTATE UPDATE – OCTOBER 2020 

Updated on 10/29/20 10:58 AM 
 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6281 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $735,000 
List Date: 10/9/20 
DOM-MLS: 20 
Status: Active 
 
5205 Cottingham Place 
New List Price: $675,000 
Previous List Price: $700,000 
List Date: 9/27/20 
DOM-MLS: 29 
Status: Active 
 
WITHDRAWN 
6252 Masefield Court  
List Price: $740,000 
List Date: 8/27/20 
Off-Market Date: 10/26/20  
DOM-MLS: 61 
Status: Withdrawn 
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UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO LISTINGS 
6364 Brampton Court 
List Price: $700,000 
List Date: 10/1/20 
Off Market Date: 10/6/20 
DOM-MLS: 6 
Status: Under Contract 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 
 

 


